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--- Upon commencing at 9:30 a.m. 

3 BERTHA BELL, Resumed 

4 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Labow? 

) MR. LABOW: Good morning, 

6 Mr. Commissioner. Mr. Percival has allowed me to 

4 interrupt his cross-examination to make a oe 

8 submission to you concerning certain statements, 

9 and this submission is made on behalf of the counsel 
for alli ofirthes parents: of adl-oft the children who 

9 are here. 

2 We neous en told by Comme sion 

12 Counsel to determine whether we would like other 

13 witnesses called, and to try and decide if we do 

14 want other witnesses called by the end of this 

15 month, and that is a fair request, except that we 

16 are in a position where we really can't determine 
whether we want other witnesses called. What we 

zd would like is access to any notes or statements 

a8 made by specific doctors and nurses in this matter. 

19 Mr. Commissioner, the reason being 

20 not that we question at all the integrity or even 

91 the judgment of Commission Counsel, but first of all 

22 they do not have to answer to our clients regarding 

23 specific doctors and nurses and why they were not 

m called, and more importantly they do not have the 
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background information with regard to our cases 

that we have. They may not realize that a seemingly 
innocuous portion of a statement that they reviewed 

may actually be very important to one of our cases. 

Now, what we would like to do is 
have access to the statements of nurses and doctors, 
and we can provide specific lists with regard to 
each child that we represent, just to review them to 
see if there is something in those statements that 
we think' makes it imperative that they be called 
and then we can make- giibmissions with regard to 
calling those people as witnesses. 

Now the problems are that we don't 
want to be faced with a situation where we say to 
Commission Counsel, these three doctors and these 
four nurses were very involved in the last few days 
of life of the children that we represent, and we 
would like them called to see what they know. As 
you have explained to us this is not a discovery 
process and we understand that, and we do not want 
to lengthen this proceeding any more than it has 
been dragged out to date. We would like to review 
this material in order to determine if there is 
something there that we really think is cogent and 


relevant and may help you to determine the cause 
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of death. 

Now, I have explained to some counsel, 
Mr. Ortved, Miss Kitely and counsel for the Hospital 
that I would be making this submission. I don't 
know what their positions are, except for Miss Kitely, 
who says she really cannot agree to our having 
access to all of these statements. We are not asking 
for access to all the statements. -Mr. Lamek has 
made it very clear to us that eee ee volumes of 
statements. We do not want to go through every 
statement, we only want to go through the statements 
of specific doctors and nurses who had direct contact 
with our cases. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. Well, 
can you name them? 

MR. LABOW: Well, I could provide 
counsel and you, Mr. Commissioner, with a list with 
regard to my six children; and Mr. Tobias, 

Mr. Shanahan and Mr. Shinehoft can do the same 

with regard to their cases. It is the principle 
involved that is more important, and we submit 

that we cannot make the proper submissions to you 

or to Commission Counsel for the calling of witnesses 
without that access. 


THE COMMISSIONER: No, I understand 
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that. The problem of course is, as you know, there 
is another aspect of it, that witnesses have said 
things to policemen that are hopelessly inadmissible, 
and besides being inadmissible are irrelevant and 
speculative and everything wrong with it. The 
witnesses themselves would not like to have, they 
didn't think that what they said in those statements 
was going to become public property; and it has to 
become public property, what they said; tftithnis 
relevant and admissible. 

I suppose there is another aspect of 
it too, it is prejudicial to certain people, other 
people who are not making the statements. If the 
people are not going to be called - well, I don't 
know; Drunderstandayour point, ithis very difficult 
to have someone else decide how to conduct your 
case for you dodkniee is what is happening here. 

MR. LABOW: It is even more than 
that in this situation, because we do have the 
information provided to us by the parents. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. LABOW: And the parents of 
course could indicate to us that this very specific 
doctor said something, and if that of course is not 


in his statement, or is in the statement ina 
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different way, or something to that effect, then we 
are the only ones who will know that that is the 
situation. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. LABOW: And we can't go over 
with Commission Counsel every piece of information 
that we have in every one of our cases. 

In addition, Mr. Commissioner, you 
could also order that we be given these but they 
not become public, subject to our later making 
submissions that certain witnesses should be called. 
We have been given a number of things in that way 
and there is no reason why these statements could 
not be given to us in the same way. Of course, the 
other probkem is, and I think it has been most 
clearly demonstrated with this witness, that while 
some counsel do have statements, others do not. 
Oftentimes: even though it may be in some way 
relevant to the determination of the cause 
cause of death, these counsel choose not to cross- 
examine upon those statements. Even when Mr. Hunt 
was cross-examining Mrs. Bell about the statement 
that we did get yesterday, he was not anxious to 
have the statement shown to Mrs. Bell and then be 


given to all the other counsel. With this witness 
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for example, we do not know what her other statements 
say,and it puts us in an almost untenable position 
when we take our turn in cross-examining this 
witness, unless we qecias to just ask questions at 
large which we do not want to do, and I am sure you 
do not want us to do. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Nope isdon“it 
want you to do that. You have to bear in mind 
that you are often in that position, the same 
position that you are in now in any civil lawsuit, 
you are in that position, and in any *criminal law- 
suit you are in that position as well. 

MR. LABOW: Except this is a 
speciali situation, because so many counsel have 


access to statements that other counsel don't. 


THE COMMISSIONER: That “sSpight. 

MR. LABOW: And the inequities 
are''vast. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thabeis right; 


thatis isigntrerallerzgnvt ys iatiow;, ft mane to hear 
argument on this, I don't know whether people are 
ready to argue now. 

MR. TOBIAS: Mr. Commissioner, if 
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second, I want to hear the opposition first of all. 
I take it you are on Mr. Labow's side? 

MR. TOBIAS: Yes, Mr. Commissioner. 
If I could make one point, and address myself to 
one point. I want to make it clear because I think 
Mr. Labow may have left this slightly vague. It gar 
a two-pronged process, we are not asking at this 
moment that we actually get the statements, that 
May come later. What we are asking at this moment 
is that we get access to some of those statements 
and be allowed to review them in the Commission 
offices. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Of course once 
you have had access and have reviewed them your 
client can make use of them. 

MR. TOBIAS: Well, that becomes 
the next argument. My point is that at that point 
we will have a defined number of specific statements 
and we can make lucid argument with respect to those 
specific statements and whether they are relevant. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Once you have 
access to the statements, you have access to the 
statements, and you have what is in the statement 
and you pe AY have the right, you must make use 


of them if it is in your client's interest. 
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MR. TOBIAS: I agree. 

THE COMMISSIONER: So before we 
let you see the statement we have to understand that 
is what is going to happen. 

MR. TOBIAS: One of the concerns 
I would think has to be the putting of the statement 
of the witness in the witness box, if we didn't 
have copies or statements, although we may question 
relevant areas, we couldn't put that statement to 
the witness, and if we tried to and it is not proper 
to be raising you ceeeeo ries 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, maybe so, 
maybe so. Yes, all right. Mr. Labow, have you 
finished? 

MR. LABOW: Yes, Mr. Commissioner, 
those are my submissions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well now, I take 
it that the proposition is that you would name 
certain statements of certain people if there are 
such statements you would like to see them, is that 
rignet? 

MR. LABOW: That is correct. We 
would name very specific people whose statements 
we would like to review. 


THE COMMISSIONER: And you have some 


ikea cannot i ‘seadaine ie ee a 
 iesimesne ata so natsseg ott 469: thd nts Btuew T 
P bi ewe ta ated unnanrales ‘whens py etd 20 


} ; 


odo ymin Hoods te <asnemegnas za asiges svar 
| “igh: ghemomnse tails 09/9 abbuos ow swore soerel at 
seers son. ab 22 bie! od penis ev Bt baer 20ent iw ons 
at gore" mas voy Batelss sd 02 

28 ere yao 1MUMOTRATMMOD ‘Bu 
“bog evad ,woded 63% jddpteetie ,ae¥ .oa odyem 
-, . cberde tnt? 

Da aaemnicll ce) ee ae 
ide erm ae Loediee yn @2e Seo 

ates t wer baw :RAMCReeTNMOD SET. 
aman bidow wo tats at pketeoqosq etd sds 32 
i) wrath Re efqdeq mist. to einenescse aistis2 


ae ean ae 
se | SIApls 

gM .40ensen ef Jed wigs yp 
anim eit sac stg on. Bio 


sf 
aN 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell 2828 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


reason. Term. Jatakesa ty 

MR. LABOW: Well in most cases 
they are the doctors and/or nurses who were very 
involved in the treatment of our children on the 
spot. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Supposing they 
said nothing about your child at all, any of your 
children? | 

MR. LABOW: Well, if we see no 
reason after reading the statements to have them 
called then of course we won't ask that they be 
called. 

THE COMMISSIONER: it is a relatively 
simple, even I can do that by looking at the state- 
ment and seeing whether your child was mentioned at 
alin 

MR. LABOW: Well it may not be 
mentioned, it may be lack of mention that is more 
important in some of these cases. If, for example, 
the doctor had direct contact with the child and 
the parents, but left out what eae to be 
very relevant facts, then we might want that doctor called 
to examine him in that area in order to clarify 
certain things that would go to cause of death. 


On the other hand, if the doctor has 
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2 


1 
2 

mentioned the areas that we are concerned with and 
: answered our concerns then we wouldn't want the 
4 doctor called or the nurse;, and that is really the 
3 proposition we are putting before you. Unless we 
6 can review them with our background knowledge then 
7 we won't know one way or the other, we will be 
3 shooting in the dark so to speak. There are certain 

doctors and nurses that we all feel should be called, 
s but without some cogent reason for it, aside from 
s our suspicions and the fact that they were involved 
Vi in the treatment of the children at very important 
12 times there is very little we can say to you on that 
13 point. 
14 THE COMMISSIONER: Yess ol) Lignt. 
15 Thank you. 
té MR. LABOW: Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Lamek, how 

a do you want to deal with this, I am not asking you 
18 to argue the matter now. 
19 MR. LAMEK: I understand, 
20 Mr. Commissioner. Perhaps it might be appropriate 
21 to find a time to argue this because no doubt there 
2 will be other people interested. Those, for example 
53 who act for the makers of many of these statements. 
24 
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May I just say one thing if I may 
however. My friend refers to our cases and making 
our cases, advancing our cases and so on. I confess 
that is not quite the way I perceive what is going 
on before you, sir, not so’much there are cases to 
be made and positions to be asserted but rather 
interests that might be Beeected. I'm not really 
playing with the words, but equally my concern is 
this does not turn into what you have described on 
a number of occasions as you have described an 
examination for discovery. Indeed, even on an 
examination for discovery I say with the greatest 
of respect to my friend that essentially what he is 
describing is what we know in the litigation process 
as a fishing expedition and oddly enough he wants to 
go fishing in waters that are seething with fish, 
not all of which are edible or to his taste and they 
are seething with fish because there is a rather 
unusual situation here. 

The police went out and for many, 

Many months interviewed hosts of people in the course 
of an investigation. Without any criticism to them 
it is in the nature of the process, much of what 

they got was irrelevant; that's no criticism. Much 


of it is totally irrelevant. A lot of it 1s, as you 
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Say, unfairly prejudicial to people. 

There are allegations made in statements 
which upon inquiry simply do not hold up and which 
frankly should not see the light of day because they 
have been investigated further and found to be base- 
less. 

There are other allegations which are 
based upon the flimsiest of impression. The example 
that I have quoted from time to time, although it is 
perhaps not an actual one is, well, it must have been 
Dr. So and So, his eyes. are too close together, I 
have never trusted him. That is not a gross 
exaggeration of the kind of thing that is volunteered 
to policemen in the course of an investigation like 
this. It is utterly inappropriate by way of evidence 
and there has been obviously a very sincere attempt 
made to screen out the irrelevant and the unfairly 
prejudicial in this. 

Now, having said that, I do think 
however, that the suggestion made by Mr. Labow on 
behalf of the counsel for the parents, is an under- 
standable one that has got to be considered in the 
light of the positions of all people who may be 
affected by it. 


I suggest, sir, that we find a couple of 
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hours and in the near future because it is a matter 
that has to be addressed very soon and perhaps we 
can hear from everybody interested so that you may 
make a determination as to what will happen on it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Anybody else any 
suggestion on the procedure? 

MR. ORTVED: I would just like to make 
one very brief submission and it is along the line 
of Mr. Lamek. It really comes down.to this, Mr. 
Commissioner. You have retained a Commission counsel 
to address those issues which you have been required 
to investigate and it strikes me that really 
Mr. Labow's submission goes to the thrust of the 
discretion that is being applied by your Commission 
counsel as to what you are to hear and you must bear 
in mind that this is in the context of a number of 
actions that are pending against the very people 
whose statements Mr. Labow wishes to have exposed. 

So, I would oppose his request and I 
would like an opportunity to address::the whole issue 
at’ a*Later time. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, yes. Well, 
there will be Lots of “Opportunity for that. 


MR. LABOW: Mr. Commissioner, I would 


‘Tike to point out “that “the "six ‘parents “that TI 


- 


. ee ’ ih aot oor a bf er ot eat pasta 
% 
ae a Boy, Piet cane ehedyrovs wort. saed rey 


yin $2 th fended ‘an ate oo as nokteniwaseb i ran | 


yet eats cae peace aur 
i. Weer Reubecotg ont Go rolieappue 

‘etal SpeNEL pore how 7 VERO: mr 
eal ari? epeke ad Bt haus ‘rakambmelue Sela yao ane 
| | (nett ett senob BAMOD vitevs SD) «cdemsd «24% To 
“teenve oe doe aime. o ban tates evad uot toro) ansimno 
baxivpex need avast ‘yey Hotel anuaak waons enazishs o2 
|  yAtaon 4st an gelbede ob bait as epiozevi oe 
eit Yo Jursds ang, oy seop fotantaniue a‘onkiad . 2 
a teatoued awoey i Nel lqyeacpaced af £462 adion zoel 


thed tai poy Sane sean of San woy aadw o2 es [oenuos 


‘to welt .2, to 2KeIMOD ey at ef gids gata Deis me 


| 7 e avag yxev «ad tantoyn patoned ase edd emoicos 
, if 


perogaa saved ot ‘eadinaw we ait penomates eacriv 


2 bos separ whe s2oryo btwew sal * 
eae eal ect omen Oat a 


tins bite etywor 


win a. 


fd : 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell 2833 
TORONTO, ONTARIO : 


represent have no pending actions and my whole point 
here is to avoid a fishing expedition and to avoid 

a fishing expedition that will take place in this 
council, in this Inquiry's chambers, right here. I 
would rather be given the opportunity to review 

these things to ensure that we don't ask that certain 
people be called. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Brown? 

MR. BROWN: I am representing a person 
who is probably most directly affected by a number 
Of Statements, at least up to -a” certain point or” time. 
I would initially oppose that application. I imagine 
a number of the statements were obtained during the 
course of the investigation of the charges laid 
against Susan Nelles. As Mr. Lamek has described 
some of the evidence, I'm sure Miss Nelles' conduct 
underwent microscopic examination and a lot of the 
things which turned up simply are irrelevant and 
baseless. 

Miss Nelles has already been charged, 
put in jeopardy once and discharged. She is now 
being asked to appear before this Commission and 
certainly during the course of this Commission 
allegations have been made against her, actions have 


been called into question and I would submit, sir, 
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that it would be quite inappropriate to allow the 
disclosure of such statements to put her in jeopardy 
again on evidence which may be baseless and irrelevant 

Also, sir, to put to other counsel 
statements which we perhaps do not have, we heard 
counsel do not have, I certainly ane thendiftficuity 
that the parents are in, that they want the fullest 
investigation of this matter and that they are 
concerned that they find out how their children died. 

I would submit that before any decision 
be made on this however that the matter be argued at 
the fullest length and that a date be set for that. 

MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner, since 
Mr. Labow quoted me, might I just indicate that my 
response to his request informally was to be 
consistent with the position we have taken all along. 
We are not prepared to give a blanket approval to, 
yes, these statements may be made avilable. 

Might I suggest though that your 
suggestion of a list being prepared would be very 
helpful, it would be nice to know whether we are 
dealing with a mountain or a molehill and if my 
friend would prepare the list by baby of the 
individuals whom they are interested in. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Prepare the list by 


what? 
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MS. KITELY: By baby. 

THE COMMISSIONER: By baby, oh, yes. 

MS. KITELY: We don't want just a 
blanket list of individuals but those whom he thinks 
are relevant to a particular child then we can at 
least address it in that frame of reference. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we know what’ 
child they are concerned with, at least the parents 
are concerned with. 

Incidentally, is there anyone other 
than - I am not suggesting that the case isn't a good 
one, but is there anyone other than the parents who 
are seeking this relief? 

No. Well then, we have no problem 
about the baby that they are concerned with. 

MS. KITELY: What I am suggesting, sir, 
if my friend will take Baby Smith and he wants Nurse X 
and Doctor Y then we can relate those to the baby, 
rather than a’ blanket list of X*s and Y*s. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, no. But we know 
the baby, they are going to ask for Dr. So and So's 
statement. We know the baby with which they are 
concerned. I don't think we need to have the baby - 
for instance, if Mr. Tobias seeks to have the 


evidence of Dr. So and So then we can look at the 
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statement of Dr..So.and:;So ,and look at what Dr. So 
and So was doing; first of all, he was not attending 
Jordan Hines at any time and, secondly, in the 
statement he never said anything about Jordan Hines 
then surely --- 

MS, KITELY: peleagree.with you,,sir, 
Mr. Tobias is easy. Mr. Labow has got six families. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I know. 

MR. TOBIAS: I object to that comment. 

THE COMMISSIONER: He is only six 
times more difficult; .that‘s,all. 

MS, KIJBLY:> I am only sasking,sir. You 
have indicated there were lots of these submissions 
made at some time, I agree with that and in 
preparation for those submissions I would ask that a 
list be prepared identifying individuals with the 
baby. 

MR. LABOW: I have no objections to 
doing that, Mr. Commissioner. ry 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. Well, 
that's fine, you are the only one really affected, 
although, Mr. Shanahan is mightily affected. 

MR. LABOW: That's true. I have no 
objection to setting out each child. 


THE COMMISSIONER: What time could you 
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have the list for us, when? 

MR. LABOW: I could have it after the 
weekend. 

THE COMMISSIONER: After the weekend? 

MR. LABOW: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, what about 
saying by Monday noon, is that too early? 

MR. LABOW: That's fine with me. 

MR. SHANAHAN: Yes. 

MR. TOBIAS: That is acceptable with me. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And Mr. Shinehoft, 
somebody will tell him? 

MR. LABOW: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well then, say by 
Monday noon, by 2:30 Monday afternoon and at that 
time, 2:30, we will know what the list is and the 
list will be distributed to everybody and Wednesday 
morning we will fix a date - I'm sorry, Tuesday 
morning, I don't see any reason why we should wait 
until Wednesday. Is that satisfactory to everybody? 

MR. LABOW: Yes.— 

MR. BROWN: You say that the matter 
will be argued on Tuesday morning? 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, no, we will fix 


a date on Tuesday morning. But by that time everybody 
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will know what you have, that will come on Monday noon. 

MR. LABOW: Thank you, Mr. Commissioner, 
and thank you, Mr. Percival. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All; raght. «Now, 

I'd better put these dates down. Yes, I guess, 
Mr. Labow, we have no problem about what the list is 
to contain, I take it, it is to contain the names of 
everybody and in relation to a particular baby? 

MR. LABOW: Yes, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And Mr. Shanahan, 
you are affected by that- too, you have to distinguish 
the particular baby with the list of all the people 
you want. We will know from you, Mr. Tobias and 
Mr. Shinehoft, what baby you are interested in. All 
right? 

All right, thank you; Mr... Percival, 
will you proceed. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. PERCIVAL (CONTINUED) : 

0. Mrs. Bell, I questioned you a 
little bit yesterday and I forgot about something and 
you will forgive me before I press on in chronological 
order. But when we were talking about your relation- 
ship with Susan Nelles, did from time to time you 
speak with her when she was in Belleville by telephone? 


A. No, not when she was in Belleville. 
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= F TORONTO. ONTARIO (Percival ) : 
Q. Did you travel down to the 


Belleville area and to meet with Susan from time to 
time during the time period in question and even up 
to the present time? 


A. Not in Belleville, no. 
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Oe Well, where did you travel to? 

Bre I haven't travelled out of 
the city with her. 

i All right. Have you met her 
outside the city? 

A. “No. Pir eyOuU consider 
Mississauga outside. 

OF: All right. Now I want to 
take your mind back to the morning then of Monday, 
March 23rd, and I think this is where we ended 
yesterday, Mrs. Bell, and do I take it that because 
Susan Nelles had not worked that shift and you had 
not communicated with her at some point in time 
before you went to the meeting at 7 o'clock at Liz 
Radojewski's house with Mrs. Nelles there was. some 
communication between you and her? 

os There was a phone call. 

Ore RUT acagiee. GNno Ante latea that 
telephone call? 

A. I don't know. 

oO. Ally right. Webl, in -any event 
was that telephone call for the purposes of lining 
up her picking you up in her car and taking you to 
Radojewski's house or was it for some other purpose? 


A. It was lining up the ride to 
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go to Mrs. Radojewski's house. 


Or Did you. go in her car? 
As Yes, we did. 
O. All right. In that telephone 


conversation did you disclose to her what had 
transpired, what new things were transpiring in the 
Hospital overnight in the previous shift that she 
had missed? 

A. I don't believe it was in the 
phone call, no. 

Q. _ All right. Well, aside from 
arranging the ride and saying that there was a 


meeting, was there anything else said in the phone 


cali? 

A. I don't know. 

OF Ally Seon. 

Now what time did she pick you up? 

AG LiMesOoury st Cant pinpointed 
time. 

O. What time did you get to the 
meeting? 

A. IT don’t Know. 

OF, How long were you at the 
meeting? 


A. Perhaps an hour to an hour and 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO 


2 


1 
2 
o @ Nalt. Not. very long. 
5 Of All right. In any event when 
4 she picked you up was it some distance you had to 
5 drive in her car? 
6 KR: I'm sorry; from my house to 
7 Mrs. Radojewski's house? 
8 OF ves. 
A. It took us 15 minutes. 
: Bh Bia Lagut. During the course 
ae of the 15 minutes was it disclosed to you that one 
il of the reasons for the meeting was the forthcoming 
12 coroner's inquest involving Baby Pacsai? 
13 A. We discussed what had happened 
14 on the weekend and that we -- 
15 O° Ma'am, would you just answer 
my question? 
16 
To this point in time you have told 
a the Commissioner you did not know anything about a 
18 coroner's inquest; you did not know about the 
19 elevated digoxin level in Baby Pacsai. 
20 Was is disclosed to you for the 
21 first time then in that 15 minutes that you travelled 
22 to Liz Radojewski's house with Susan Nelles? 
is A. We had started to talk about it. 
EA All ragnt. So do i take-it 
24 
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that is the first time you knew of a forthcoming 
coroner's inquest? 

A. Yes, it was. 

O. All right. Aside from saying 
eae there was a coroner's inquest were you advised 
‘at that point of the elevated digoxin level by Susan 
Nelles and that there was some concern about how 
that digoxin level had become elevated? 

A. I don't know if it was in the 
car, if it was actually at Mrs. Radojewski's house. 

Oc _ Well, when you got to 
Mrs. Radojewski's house do I take it you knew there 
was a coroner's inquest but did you also know that 
Susan Nelles felt somewhat threatened because she 
was the person on the firing line as being the 
person who last injected digoxin into Baby Pacsai? 

A. She had discussed at 
Mrs. Radojewski's house about the digoxin that she 
had given Kevin. 

Q. I want to know whether or not 
you discussed that prior to reaching the house, 
ma'am? 

A. I don't believe we did, no. 

O° Well, at any time has Susan 


Nelles, aside from being at that meeting and you 
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heard it discussed, did she ever discuss the treat- 
ment that she rendered to Baby Pacsai and the 


digoxin, with you? 


A. We had discussed Kevin at 
that night: 

Q. Well that -- 

A. Whether it was in .the car or 


at the meeting I am not sure. 


kare But she did discuss Baby Pacsai 
with you? 

A. - In the car or at the meeting. 

O. All right. You see I am 


concerned that on an earlier occasion back in 
February, 1982 at 1688 you were asked a very direct 
question by Mr. Magee on re-examination, line 24: 

gf Oe Did Susan Nelles ever discuss 

Baby Pacsai with you?" 
Your answer was an unequivocal "no". 

Do you recall being asked that 
question? 

A. Yes, I see it here, yes. 

6 hs Well, why do you now remember 
that she did discuss it with you either in the car 
or at the meeting? What has -- 


A. It was -- 
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ti 


SZ TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 
1 
Z 
QO. What has recreated your 
3 memory ? 
4 A. It wasn't a discussion 
5 particularly with me. It was a discussion at 
6 Mrs. Radojewski's house and there was a number of 
7 people there so it wasn't directly with me. 
Or. Oh, ma'am, is that the answer 
; that you want us to accept that when you were asked 
9 


the question "Did Susan Nelles ever discuss Baby 
Pacsai with you?", the answer "no", are you seriously 
suggesting that is the reason you answered in that 
way? 

A. That's the reason: 

Or, All right, .ma*am. 

Now when you went to the meeting it 
isn't because you were trying to protect her when 
you were giving evidence in the preliminary hearing? 

A. NOge Lew Sanot. 

ei Ltewasp tt, ald raght.. 

When you went to Liz Radojewski's 
house that night and you were there an hour or hour 
and a half, there were the members of your team and 
Susan (sic) Trayner's team and a whole host of nurses 
and nursing assistants, were there not? 


A. There was a number of people 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


there, yes. 


Q. ae LS 6 2 
A. At least 10. 
Ors At least 10? And did you know 


when you got there that Ray Mandel and Meredith 


Frise had been with Phyllis Trayner since 2 o'clock 


that afternoon and they arrived together? 


A. Nopert didrrtt.: 

Oe Have you bever heard that 
before? 

a. Noe = haven't. 

Q. AlWaright...sSoyde, lytakeaiit - 


did you have any communication with Phyllis Trayner 
that day from 7 o'clock till 7 o'clock when you 
arrived at the meeting? 

A. No, I don't believe I did. 

QO: Ay Light. Atithat point was 
it suggested by Someone at the meeting that people 


should make up notes with respect to what transpired? 


A. I believe -- 
Ox At the Hospital? 
A. I believe the reference was 


made towards the people that looked after Kevin. 
2. Well, ma‘am, at the preliminary 


hearing you referred yourself to certain notes that 
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you had made solely and simply dealing with Baby Cook. 


Do you remember that? 


A. Yes, I do. 
OF That is the only notes you 
ever made? 
A. Thateis.correct. 
OF Well, at 1644 in the preliminary 


hearing you were questioned by Mr. Cooper - do you 


remember Mr. Cooper? 


A. Yess... do. 
Os - And the question was: 
SOs I want to ask you, you made 


up those notes (and those are the 
notes on Baby Cook) at the suggestion 
of someone at the meeting that you had 
at Liz Radojewski's house? 

As Yes." 


Is that correct? 
® 


A. Thats? correct 

Ox. Aljarights 

A. Canite <= 

OR Well then I gather -- 
MS. KITELY: Excuse me, 


Mr. Commissioner, the witness is trying to answer 


the question. 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO ( Perc eNatae ) 
MR. COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
THE WITNESS: The reference was 


made particularly to Susan about Kevin's because 

if there was an inquest then she would have, if she 
had written it down, she would have a better 
recollection because it was closer to the time. 

After I had spoken to the police 
it made sense for me to do that as well becuase I 
had heard it there. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Q. Ma'am, you were 
asked about your notes@ehethat question; not anything 
anybody else's. 

A. But the reference to making 
notes and keeping it fresher in your mind made sense 
after I talked to them. 

O% Ma'am, I suggest to you Baby 
Cook's death was very graphically described and 
in detail discussed at that meeting at Liz Radojewski' 
house and that is why you made the notes. 

A. I had made the notes after I 
talked to See tice because once the police had 
talked to me I felt that perhaps I would need this 
reference at a later period. 

O% Do I take it there would be 


nothing for you to make up in relation to Baby Pacsai 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


because you weren't even there? 


A. Yes, that, Ls right. 
Os Right. 
A. But it was just on the suggestio 


that notes be made to keep it fresher in your mind. 
—Q. I see. 
Well now, ma'am, I would like to talk 
about that meeting. That particular meeting, one 
thing you told us about, Susan Nelles thought that 
she should get some advice from the RNAO. That is 
something that you Yeneubse and have given evidence 
before the Commission? 
A. Biatels- correct: 
o. And that is the only person 


you can remember discussing the RNAO and getting 


advice; isn't that true? 

A. Towards =Sasan, that I was 
present for, yes. 

Q. Yes. 

A. It was as we were leaving. 

Gs I understand that is what your 
evidence is. So that is the only person that was 


talking about going to the RNAO on getting advice 
that you can recall? 
it would be because there 


A. Well, 
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was just Susan and myself and I wasn't working for 
Kevin Pacsai. 

0. I understand that, but I am 
talking about anybody else present at the meeting. 
Any of the other 10, did they talk about getting 
some advice from the RNAO? 

jp Not while I was there. 

OT Well, ma'am, I suggest to you 
getting advice from the RNAO went far further than 
Kevin Pacsai and Susan Nelles. It went further to 
the fact that you nurses at that Hospital at: that 
time were wondering what your rights were. 

A. As regards to an inquest. 

O° What was happening. The keys 
being taken away from the narcotics cupboard. The 
supervisors making sure that medication was given 
and given at a certain time and in a certain strength. 
Strange and unusual policies were being implemented 
by the Hospital which were so alien to you that 
you couldn't understand it and wanted some answers. 


A. That is. Light. 
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Q. Isn't that why somebody was 
going to the RNAO? 

A. It is our professional 
organization. 

0. Well ma'am, whether it made 
sense or not, wasn't that discussed at the meeting? 

| A. And it was discussed particularly 
to Susan as we were leaving. 

0. No, but it was discussed at the 
meeting as well that somebody should get some guidance 
from the RNAO about that, quite apart from Susan 
going, tasnéc that true? 

A. I don't know. The only 
particular time I know of was as we were leaving ig 
was made reference to Susan, Mrs. Radojewski made 
referance that definitely that Sue should seek some 


ideas from the RNAO. 


Q. Did Liz say she was going to? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Were the deaths of Baby Cook 


and Miller discussed; I mean, I think you said earlier 
in your evidence before this Commission the events 

of the weekend were discussed. Do I take it the 
events of the weekend included the deaths of Baby 


Miller and Baby Cook? 
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eee (Percival) 


A. Yes, iteudidy 

Q. And did you discuss the fact 
that Dr. Jedeikin was taking blood samples after the 
death? 

A. I believe we did, yes. 

0. I guess there was some thought 
that maybe there might be some connection between 
digoxin being locked up and nursing supervisors 
looking at medication and two more deaths? 

A. I didn't connect the taking of 
the blood samples by Dr.- Jedeikin with the digoxin 
being locked up. 

0. Did it finally dawn on you as 
a result of this meeting, the Kevin Pacsai inquest, 
the high digoxin level, digoxin being locked up, two 
new baby deaths, that maybe there was a connection 
between digoxin and the series of escalating baby 
deaths at The Hospital for Sick Kids? 

A. No? “th did not: 

0. Ma'am, at any time up to this 
moment, has that ever occurred to you? 

A. It occurred to me when it was 
written in the paper. 

Q. When was it written in the paper 


that it finally dawned on you? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


A. Well, that the connection with 
digoxin and Susan being arrested for those murders, 
that digoxin was connected with the murders. 

Q. And do I take it that then 
the first time it dawned on you was Wednesday, March 
25th when she was arrested and it was in the paper? 

A. Wes, aktewOice 

0. Now ma'am, at that meeting on 
March 23rd was there discussed the fact that 
consistent answers would have to be given to parents 
why digoxin testing was being made on all babies; do 
you remember that being discussed? 

A. It was felt that parents should 
be informed. 

Q. Why their baby was being tested 
for digoxin when they were not given digoxin, wasn't 
that discussed? 

A. To some extent. 

0. And was it discussed that baby 
deaths may have occurred where no digoxin had been 
prescribed, was that discussed at that meeting? 

A. No, it wasn't. 

Q. Now ma'am, I gather at this 
particular point you are certain beyond doubt that it 


was then, either in the ride to Liz Radojewski's 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO. (Percival) 
D.4 
1 
2 house, or at the meeting, that you knew about the 
3 coroner's inquest and that you knew about the 25 level 
4 of digoxin in Pacsai? 
5 A. I didn't know the exact level. 
: 0. You knew it was an elevated level? 
A. Yesin ll duds 
: 0. The only elevated level that I 
8 gather you knew before that was involving Baby Estrella, 
9 and you said something about 10? 
A. That came to mind, yes. 
Q. Are you sure the numbers never 


came up at that meeting? 

A. They could have, but I don't 
recall the number 25. 

0. Now ma'am, you said you were 
there an hour, an hour and a half, was Susan talking 
about getting a lawyer? 

A. She discussed the situation with 
her roommates who were in the process of going to 


school for law. 


Q. When did she tell you that? 
A. She told everyone in the room. 
0. So was that the first time that 


came up at the meeting? 


A. I think so, yes. 
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0. Well then, you went out the door, 
and did Susan then take you directly home, or did you 
go somewhere else? 

A. I went directly home. 

0. Did you discuss, in the 15-minute 
ride back to your apartment, what had transpired at 
the meeting and what was transpiring at the Hospital? 

A We had discussed that we didn't 
have any answers, and that when the -inquest came we 
would just have to deal with it. 

Q. And- did Susan say she was going 
to write down what happened about Kevin Pacsai as a 
result of the suggestion that you heard that night 
at the meeting? 

A. I don't think she said it in 
the car, but I think she said she was going to write 
things down. 

Q.. And do I take it from what you 
are saying that all she was concerned about at that 
particular moment in time was Baby Pacsai? 

A. Yes. 

0. And was it anticipated - you 
would start shift as I understand on long days 
commencing Wednesday at 7 a.m. Wednesday, March 25th? 


A. That’s right: 
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Q. When you left Susan Nelles at 
night, was it discussed whether or not the Trayner 
team would be back at work on Wednesday morning? 

A. I believe I asked her if she 


knew she was going to be back on Wednesday. 


Q. What was her response? 
A. She didn't know. 
Q. Was the fact that the Trayner 


team had been taken off and your team had not been 
a aes of discussion at that meeting? 

A. dj believe,itewas, yes. 

0. Were some of you saying, well, 
why did they get the night off with pay and we don't; 
and why do they have more stress than we, was that 


something that was discussed at the meeting? 


A. Yes, it was. 

0. Did anybody have an answer? 

A. No. 

Q. ' Did Mary Costello have an answer? 
A No. 

Q. Did Liz Radojewski? 

A. No. 

Q. And do I take it that your 


evidence is that there was no reference whatsoever 


to police investigation, or coroner's investigation, 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. Oe. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


by investigators, at that meeting? 

A. That seri ght. 

0. Now ma'am, you had Tuesday, 
March 24th off. I want to know whether or not you 
had any communication, oral communication, whether by 
telephone or face-to-face with Susan Nelles, or 


Phyllis Trayner at any time, on Tuesday? 


A. Vos. e1, Gi0. 

Q. Who did you speak to? 
A. Susan Nelles and I. 

0. Did- you meet? 

A. Yes, we did. 


Where did you meet? 


A. We met at my house and then we 
went out. 

Q. When was that? 

A. On the Tuesday. 

0. When, morning, afternoon, 
evening? 

A. It was late morning into the 
afternoon. 

Q. Now that particular - you have 


mentioned Susan Nelles and I will get to that; did you 
have any communication with Phyllis Trayner that day? 


A. NO.) edidan.t. 
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0. 


Belle creex: 2858 
(Percival) 


And had this been preplanned 


that she would come over to your place the night before)? 


A. 


0. 


It was, it was from Monday. 


And what was the purpose for 


coming over on Tuesday as far as you were aware on 


the Monday night? 
A. 


0. 


A. 

Q. 
been to see the RNAO 

A. 

Q. 


A. 


It was to take my son to the nae 
And she picked.you up around noon? 
Before noon I believe. 

You and your son? 

That's right. 

Did you ask her whether she had 

at "that point? 

I think I asked her, yes. 

What was her response? 


That she had contacted their 


lawyer, or she was trying to contact them, I am not 


SUC 


0. 


Now, aside from that discussion 


about the RNAO that I have just asked you about, how 


long were you with her that day? 


A. 


0. 


A number of hours. 
How many hours, ma'am? 
Five. 


During the course of five hours 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 2859 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


were the events at the Hospital, including the 
escalating baby deaths, the forthcoming coroner's 
inquest, the digoxin being locked up and her working, 
in any way discussed in five hours? 

A. No, they weren't. 

: QO: Do I take it that you are asking 
this Commission to believe that the Riperre happenings 
at this Hospital, and what had transpired, was not 
mentioned or discussed during the course of five 
hours with Susan Nelles on that Tuesday? 

A. I.didn't feel it was appropriate 


to. discuss this sort of thing 2n fronc: of my ison. 


0. How old was your son? 
A. Three. 
Q. Do you think he would really 


understand at the age of three? 


A. I think he would. 
Q. I see. 
A. I think he would, once you 


started to discuss it I think he would understand, we 
were upset and I think it was an inappropriate thing, 
I generally don't discuss that sort of thing with my 
son. 

0. Ma'am, do I take it then you 


didn’ te discuss it in five hours? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 
A. + (No, TEtdrdnwer: 
Q. And you fully expected to start 


work at 7 o'clock the next morning? 


A. Thatts rights 
0. And Susan Nelles did too? 
A. I don't know if she knew she 


hadn"'€ ey Tm not sure. 

0. Did she expect to be told whether 
to come back, was that the impression:she was giving 
you? 

A. I.don't know if she was told 
thateday*or not); Vlvan’ notrsure. 

0. I want to know what was the 
impression you had got from her on Monday, whether or 
not she was going to be back on Wednesday, or whether 
she had to be called to come back, or whether she 
was going to go as a matter of course? 

A. I believe she thought she was 
going to be back on Wednesday. 

0. Then after being with her for 
five hours you went home? 

A. YesFtivdide 

0. Did you have any further 
communication with her? 


A. Noteie didn £+ 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


A (Percival) 


ji 


Q. By telephone? 
A. No. 
0. Did you have any further 


communication with her until you went to the Hospital 
at 7 o'clock on Wednesday morning? 

A. No; T9didn<-ts 

Q. Did you have any further 
communication with Phyllis Trayner?. 

A. No. 

0. Did anything else develop, any 
other communication from any source in that time 
period before you went back to work at 7 o'clock on 


the Wednesday morning? 


A. No. 

Q. Did Liz Radojewski phone you? 
A. No, she didn't. 

Q. Mary Costello? 

A. No. 

Q. So do I take it when you went 


back in on Wednesday morning at 7 o'clock you fully 
expected to continue working under the rather unique 
nursing circumstances that you have already discussed? 
A. Thatvsecorrect: 
Q. Were you surprised when you 


found that the Trayner team was not on the corresponding 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


shift with you on 4A? 


A. 


0. 


found that out? 


A. 


0. 


they are not back? 


A. 


Q. 


Costello. 


Q. 


A. 


under the stress 


Q. 
that? 

A. 

Q. 
accept it? 

A. 

Q. 


and 


Bell, ¢cr.ex. guet a) 
(Percival) 


Thatastrighi: 


And what did you do when you 


What do you mean, what did I do? 


Did you ask anybody, how come 


I had asked, yes. 
Who did you ask? 


The head nurse I believe. 


Who- was the head nurse? 


Either Mrs. Radojewski or Miss 


What was the response? 
That they felt they were still 
that they needed the time off. 


And were you content to accept 


Well, I had to get back to work. 


I gather you were content to 


Yes, I was. 


Was there any further discussion 


then about the fact the nursing team, the corres- 


ponding nursing team, was not in that morning? 
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TORONTO, CNT ARIS (Percival) 
A. No, there wasn't. 
Q. Did you discuss it with any 


members of your team? 

A. I believe we were all there 
asking, because the morning that we went in part of 
my team was split up to do the work on 4A, I was the - 


team leader on 4A that day so -- 


0. I am sorry? 
A. -- so we were all present. 
Q. Was there any discussion on that 


day with respect to what. had come back from the RNAO 
about your rights and what was happening at the 
Hospital; did Liz Radojewski say anything, did Mary 
Costello say anything? 

A. No. 

Q. I believe your evidence to 
this Commission so far is that you did not hear any- 
thing about the arrest until some time at two or three 
in the afternoon? 

A. On that Wednesday, yes. 

0. And that was communicated to you 
by Mary Costello and Liz Radojewski and Anne Evans? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did they do, did they have 


a meeting and tell you what happened? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Perc TVs ) 
A. They called us into the office. 
Q. Who is "they" and who is “us"? 
A. Mrs. Radojewski, Miss Costello, 


they shared an office and Miss Evans was with them, 
they have an office on the 4th floor and they called 
the people that were working on 4A/B, aside from the 
relief that we had that day, they called us into the 
office and they just said the statement, and I am not 
sure who actually said it but they said Susan Nelles 
was arrested for the murder of Justin Cook. 

0. Now- ma'am, up until the time 
that that was communicated to you, had you had any 
contact in any way, shape or form,with any of the 
nurses, any of the nurses who had been told to stay 
off that day on the corresponding 4A shift? 

A. NO,;o0 Cson Cc. 

Q. In other words, had any of them 
phoned in, Phyllis Trayner, Susan Nelles, Brownless, 
Sui Scott, Mrs. Christie? 

A. No. 

Q. Were you aware of the fact 
whether they had phoned in? 

A. I had understood some time later 
that Phyllis fadetried. to call. 


Q. Phyllis had tried to call when? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 
A. To call on that Wednesday. 
Q. When you were on shift? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And who did she speak to? 
Be I don't know, she didn't get 


through, I don't know who she spoke to. 

Q. Who told you that? 

A. Phyllis did. 

When did she tell you that? 

A. It was some time later. 

Q. What. do you mean by later, next 
day, a week later, pera 

A. I don't believe it was the next 
day. I believe it was perhaps the next time that she 
was on. 

Q. How long was she off after the 
arrest? 

A. I'm not sure, the Wednesday 
and Thursday at least. 

Q. So she didn't work Wednesday, 
did she work the next day, the Thursday? 

A. No, she didn't work the Wednesday 
or the Thursday. 

0. And did she work on the Friday? 


A. No, she didn't. 
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Q. It was some time within a week 


following the arrest, is that right? 

A. Less 

0. Now, ma'am, after you heard about 
the arrest of Susan Nelles in relation to Baby Cook, 
did you ask some questions as to what the allegations 
were made against your friend? 


A. I didn't understand why. 
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1 
2 On “Did you ask some questions? 
VES 
S Fe, I was shocked at the murder, 
4 I don't think I asked questions, no. 
5 Oe Did you ask anybody about the 
. questions? Did you ask any questions of anybody, 
aside from being told that because it was big news 
: in Toronto on that day? 
° A. I was devastated by the news. 
9 Q. I can believe that. 
10 A. I didn't ask any questions, I 
i1 Just couldn” &. 
12 oO” “well, when did you start asking 
e questions? When did you start asking questions about 
this charge against your friend involving a baby that 
es you had seen on your Ward 4A/4B and seen die on the 
15 early morning hours of March 22nd? 
16 A. I asked myself questions of how 
17 they came to the conclusion that these children died. 
18 ® 0. Aside from asking yourself ques- 
19 tions, ma'am, when did you start asking questions 
to anybody else? 
20 
A. L-d0on- © Know, COouldn  c tel) “you. 
se Ors Now, ma'am, Susan Nelles was in 
22 custody from March 25th and then she was out on bail, 
23 my understanding was April Ist. Did you have any 
24 
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communication with her during that time period? 
| A. Nos Dedian'’ t. 

OQ. When was the first time you had 
any communication or discussion or contact with Susan 
Nelles after she was released on bail? 

A. itcan' t' give you an exact date. 


It was after she was released on bail. 


Ox Are we talking within a week? 
A. lsdon't know. 
Q. Well, ma'am, at some point in time| 


she picked you up near the hospital, didn't she? 


A. Thatysmrigne. 

Q. Well, are we talking within a 
month? 

A. It would have to be some time 


between March and July. 


Ox Between when, March and July? 
A. fhatisaright . 
Oz And was that the first time that 


you ever saw her or talked to her subsequent to your 


learning of her arrest on this charge? a ae: 

A. When she picked me up at the 
hospital? 

Oz Yes. 

As No, I believe I had spoken to her 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 

1 

2 before that. 

3 Q. RePerront. 

4 A. And she --- 

5 Os Well, now, tell me --- 

MS. KITELY: The witness tried to give 

. i an answer, Sir. 

: THE WITNESS: And she didn't exactly 

8 pick me up at the hospital. We arranged a meeting 

9 place sort of a block away. 

10 MR. PERCIVAL: Mr. Commissioner, you 

1 will forgive me, but paidn’t hear anything and I didn' 
ie see anything and obviously Ms. Kitely knew what she 

was going to say. 
13 
MS's CKONK: “*That‘*s unfair: 

MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner. 

15 MS. CRONK: Mr. Commissioner, that's 

16 unfair, the answer had started. 

17 THE COMMISSIONER: No, I think like you 
18 I didn't hear what she said but I think she had 

a started a word or two and I think that Ms. Kitely 

was in order to ask that she be allowed to 

answer the question. 

21 MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner, could 

22 I ask Mr. Percival to withdraw that comment. It was 
23 quite clear to Ms. Cronk and I what was happening. 
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1 
2 THE COMMISSIONER: You can ask him but 
3 I won't require that because it is on the record what 
4 he said. 
5 MSZ*KITELYS SThank you, sir. 
MR. PERCIVAL: Now, ma'am, did you 
; after learning about Susan Nelles being arrested that 
‘ afternoon, you completed the shift and you finished 
8 at 7:00. 
9 A. On the Wednesday, yes. 
10 On Yes. Did you pick up the phone 
il and have some communication with Phyllis Trayner? 
12 Ae. No, I don't believe I did. 
| om When did you first see or talk 
as to Phyllis Trayner after that? 
a A. I don't think it was until after 
15 she was back at work, I'm not sure. 
16 0. All right. Well, this was a 
17 friend of yours who had been arrested on a charge of 
18 murder and you had been present, Phyllis Trayner had 
19 been present. The first time you had communication 
with Phyllis Trayner, are you going to suggest tous 
re that you never discussed it? 
“ A. I can't tell you an exact time 
22 when I did start discussing it with her, yes. 
23 @s But, no, the very first thing that 
24 
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you said to Phyllis surely has to be, isn't that 
terrible about Baby Cook and isn't that terrible 

about Susan Nelles. I mean, wouldn't that be the very 
first thing that you would say? 

A. We had discussed the shock of, 
you know, someone that we had worked with being 
arrested, for murder: 

Oo. In any event, ma'am, the very 
next day she wasn't working, which is the Tuesday, 
thew Zoe. 

A. The Thursday. 

Ov. pain’ che 26th, thank. you. 
And on that particular day you say Phyllis Trayner 
wasn't working but that's the first day that you had 
an Fae ie with the police officer. 

A. That's right. 

On Did you know you were going to be 
interviewed by the police officer or suspect it the 
day before when you learned about the reels 

A. NO« Tndadn? th: 

Q. So, do I take it you came-in the 
next morning working a long day, starting at 7:00 
and at some point in time during that morning you 
were asked to go and see two officers. 


A. Mrs. Radojewski had come up to 
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me, I believe it was shortly between, around noon and 
Said that the police would like to talk to me. 

On All right. I gather you knew 
what they were going to talk to you about. 

A. About Justin Cook. 

O's Yes. So, do I take it then that 
at that point in time you wanted to help them? 

A. Yes. 

Q. All right. And you wanted to tell 
them everything that you could possibly remember about 
your relationship and what you had observed and what 
you had done with Justin Cook. 

A. I had the intention of going 
there and cooperating. 

O., All right. Well, at some point 
in time did ot change that intention? 

A. I don't believe it was until 
after the preliminary hearing. 

Ox DVIS LOS OO, Orie take 1t that 
you had good intentions then right up until the end 


of the preliminary hearing? 


A. Yes. 
On PINS right we Cartaini ve you felt 
that since -- you didn't feel threatened, by the way, 


you didn't feel implicated in any way with the series 
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of baby deaths? 

A. I felt uncomfortable with the 
whole situation. 

Os I understand you feeling un- 
comfortable but did you feel that you were personally 
being implicated? 

ie No. 

O; Ai fran. So, do I take it that 
your feelings when you went to see the officers, you 
knew you were going to be interviewed but in your 
capacity as a witness“or a potential witness. 

A. I had gone there with the inten- 


tion to discuss Justin Cook, that's what I was told. 


Oe Did you have a little bit of 
misgivings because the woman that was charged, the 
nurse that was charged was a good friend? 

A. I had a concern for her. 

O. All right. But did you also have 
a concern for the parents of Baby Cook? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Os And did you at that particular 
moment in time start to reflect back on the morbidity 
and the mortality meetings that had gone on over the 
course of nine months and the increasing and escalating 


baby deaths that had occurred, ten in less than two 
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1 
2 weeks? 
S A. No. 
4 Os You never reflected on that? 
5 A. No A0Lhdidn’ ts 
oO; All right. When you went in to 

: see Sergeant Sangster and Constable Murray the question 

solely related to Baby Cook,did they not? 
8 A. Yes, they did. 
9 ow You have already told us that. 


But surely at that particular time you knew that at 
least so far as Baby Cook was concerned there was some 


alleged utilization of the drug digoxin with that baby. 


A. They had made specific reference 
to digoxin. 

Oo: Did that surprise you? 

A. Yes. 

On Well, hadn't you been told the 


day before that it was Baby Cook and the digoxin? 
A. Well, it just reinforced that. 
Ore All right. So then there was no 
doubt in your mind that it was a question of some 
Suggestion by someone that the death of Baby Cook was 
caused by digoxin administered allegedly by Susan 
Nelles. 


A. Yes. 
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Ox Avie right. wAnd atethat 
particular meeting you knew, did you not, that Justin 
Cook had never been on digoxin as far as you were 
aware during the 24 or 30 hours that he was alive in 
that hospital. - 

A. Thatsseri cht. 

QO. Ai ighes Well, then, do I take 
it then that you knew at the time you met with these 
officers that someone, allegedly Susan Nelles, had 
administered digoxin to this baby which was clearly 
unauthorized? 

A. I didnt reallysthink of it that 
way, no. 

oO: All right. Well, do I take it 
that the means or the alleged means of death of Justin 
Cook had something to do with the administration of 


some medication; you knew that? 


A. At the time. 

0. And presumably digoxin? 

A. Yes. | 

Oo. All right. And is there any reason 


at that meeting with Sergeant Sangster and Constable 
Murray that you did not reflect back upon the early 
morning hours after Justin Cook died when you overheard 


that conversation between Marie Mandal and Susan 
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Zo 


1 
“4 Nelles about ‘six out of seven ain't bad'? 
3 A. Lt -aramnoc think" OL©r=1t, "no. 
4 ey, You didn't volunteer it, did you? 
: A. It didn't come to my mind. 
OF Well, didn't you want to help 
: those officers try to find out what was going on and 
7 what had gone on in that hospital? 
8 A. ves’ ivdrat &% 
9 Q. Well, you didn't mention that. 
10 Did you mention the fact that there had been this meet- 
1 ing at Liz Radojewski's house on Monday night? 
A. Pr didnt say hat, no. 

ig OF No. Well, what I am getting at, 
i ma'am, do I take it that you only answered when they 
14 asked the questions? 
15 A. I answered their questions. 
16 o. But one of the problems that 
7 people have when they don't ask the right question 
18 they never get an answer and I am wondering why you 
+4 wouldn't be a little bit more helpful at that meeting 

about trying to assist the officers in solving that 
a rather bizarre death. 
oe A. I did not go there with an inten- 
22 tion of not being helpful. I had told them what I 
AS) could recall from that night and the meeting on Monday 
24 
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night had to do with all the stress levels. I 
didn't feel it had anything to do exactly with Justin 
Cook, what had gone on that night. 

Oe Well, ma'am. 

MS. KITELY: Might the witness be per- 
mitted to answer the question, ahs 

MR. PERCIVAL: “Ma'am, Justin Cook was -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just a moment, I 
think you are right. Did you have something further 
you wanted to say? 

THE WITNESS: ‘t am sorry, I have lost 
my train of ehedohe.« 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, there you are. 
I know it is a frustration that counsel have when the 
witness does not appear to be answering the question 
but I think you will have to let her answer in these 
cases, Otherwise it is going to be unfair to her. 
That's the way she wants to answer questions. You must 
let her answer the questions that way. 

MS. *“KITELY 34" Thank-you, “sir 

MR: PERCIVAL? “QG> Yinvany-event, “Mrs: 
Bell, do I take it that -- I thought we had gone 
through this -- but clearly the death of Justin 
Cook had*been discussed at the March 23rd meeting. 


A. Not in any great detail. But the 
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ZS 


1 

2 meeting of that Monday night just didn't come to my 

3 mind. 

4 Oe When was the last time you had 

5 a meeting of all the staff on 4A and 4B, a rather 
quickly called meeting outside the hospital, in the 

5 course of the 12 months that you had been on that ward? 

: A. I don't know. 

8 os Well, ma‘am, I suggest to you --- 

9 MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner. 

a THE COMMISSIONER: There is no meeting 

1 of minds between counsel-and witness. The rules are 

2 you are entitled to answer a question -- no, I'm sorry. 
The rules are that you are to answer the question. 

eo You are also allowed to qualify the question, if you 

“ want to. So that any time you feel there is a 

15 qualification to the answer you have given you are 

16 entitled to give it. The fact that Mr. Percival 

17 interrupts you in the middle of it does not mean that 

18 he is trying to cut) you off, what he is trying to do 

10 is get the answer to the questions he is posing if he 
thinks the initial answer is not good enough. But if 

S you think that you have a full answer to make you are 

oe entitled to make it and you mustn't let him stop you. 

22 Now, the reason, unfortunately, is 

23 that he speaks louder than you do and the result is 
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that sometimes I just hear him going on and I don't 
hear you trying to make that connection but Miss 
Kitely seems to be younger and healthier than I am. 
But you try to give your full answer all the time. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Percival, you are 
not as old as I am, but you may have the same problem 
with hearing, but at any rate, go on. 

MR. PERCIVAL: No, I'm sorry, Mr. 
Commissioner. My difficulty is this. The question is 
answered which does not seem to be responsive to the 
question and then there is a delay and I start to go 
back at it and then the qualification comes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, I understand 
what is happening but we are going to have to try and 
work it out and if I could just ask you perhaps to 
pause for an instant before you go at her. 

MR.PERCIVAL: Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I understand what you 
problem is but if you would just pause briefly. You ar 
quite: righty, tneresis 4 pata sa then it is continued 
and Ms. Kitely is catching it every time but it would 
be better if we didn't have these interruptions 
because the witness has by this time forgotten what 


she was going to say. 
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(Percival) 
1 
é MS. KITELY: Might I simply comment, 
3 sir. In my submission that's the demeanor of the 
4 witness in that she answers questions in a particular 
5 way and her demeanor hasn't changed for three days 
but Mr. Percival has only just arrived on the scene 
: and perhaps if he had been here earlier he would have 
f appreciated the way she has given her evidence all 
8 along. . 
9 MR.:-PERCIVAL: Mr. Commissioner, might 


it be a useful time to have our mid-morning break and 
then Ms. Kitely may be able to help the witness 
answer the questions Sooo Thank you. 

MS. KITeive Mr. Percival is continuing-;+- 

MR. PERCIVAL: If I continue this, my 
lord, I am going to get mad and I don't like getting 
mad. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, obviously we 
should have a break but we will just have a break of 
about five minutes because we can't carry on until 
1:00. So, we will just take five minutes now and then 


we will go back at it again. 


---Short recess. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Percival) 
=== Onmre Sumilngn 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Percival. 
MR. PERCIVAL: Q. Ma'am, when we 


left off we were talking about the meeting of 

March 23rd, and I was asking you had you ever 

attended a more unusual meeting in all your life? 
A. It was unusual circumstances. 
Ore Well, was it the most unusual 

meeting of nurses in the Hospital for Sick Children 


outside the Hospital that you had ever attended? 


A. _ Arising out of very unusual 
circumstances. 

ee Quite. 

A. Yes, it was. 

o. Well, if your good friend Susan 


Nelles had been arrested and a charge of a baby ~~ one 
a shift that you had been on and that there had been 
a meeting when that baby's death had peripherally 
been discussed, why wouldn't you volunteer® that 
information to those officers? 

A. It was unusual to me, but that 
was to me, I didn't feel there was a connection there. 

CO Now, ma'am, when Sgt. Sangster 
and Constable Murray asked you questions, they asked 


you to tell them all that you could recall that 
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f 


occurred involving your personal observations of 
Baby Cook and the other nurses on that ward that 
evening. Isn't that true? 

A. I believe they had asked what 
had gone on the night that Justin Cook died. 

Q. ALL right... So do if take it 
that meant to you you are supposed to tell him as 
much as you possibly can because you wanted to help 
them? 

A. Taaty sarignt, 

Oo: - “And whether it implicated 
Phyllis Trayner or Susan Nelles you were going to 
make sure that you co-operated to the fullest? 

A. Yes. 

te I see. Now, ma'am, I am not 
going to go through it because it is lengthy, but 
you have seen it and you signed it, but the last 
two questions that were specifically put to you: 

SQ On those three occasions that 

you were in the room did you see 

Susan Hel gee or anyone else administer 

any drugs to Justin Cook? 

A. No. 

O. Did you administer any drugs 


and in particular any digoxin to 
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"Justine Cook? 

Bin I didn't administer any drugs 


to. him. =sno ay 
Now those were questions put to you 
by Sgt. Sangster and Constable Murray, and you gave 


your answer. 


A. Thats is right. 

Ow All right. Was the answer 
true? : 

A. Yes. 

Q. - Do I take it then that you 


realized from the tenor of the question that they 
weren't just looking at Susan Nelles administering 


drugs to Justin Cook: they were saying anyone else? 


A. They had made that reference, 
yes. 

OQ. I beg your pardon? 

A. They had made that reference, 
yes. 

OF All right. I take it they 


were trying to find out whether it might be someone 
else administering medication to Justin Cook? 

A. I believe they wanted to know 
what had gone on the night that Justin Cook died. 


OF All right. And you tell them 
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all that you could recall? 

A. At that time, yes. 

Oe. And again you didn't mention 
anything about what happened after Justin Cook died 
about the ane or the discussion that you had 
overheard. : 

A. Thatarts Bight « 

Q: All right. In any event, 
ma'am, you continued your shift on March 26th, and 
then on Friday, March 27, there were three additional 
charges laid involving Baby Estrella, Baby Pacsai 
and Baby Miller. And you were aware of that, were 
you not? 

A. Through the news, yes. 

on That was on Friday. Did you 
work the Friday? 

A. No, = -didnit. 

ole All right. Didsyou.realize 
at that particular time when you heard that certainly 
you digas have any information to give anybody 
with respect to Pacsai because you were on holidays? 

A. Liat Si ragne. 

Qo. And did you realize.at that 
particular point that you had been present on the 


shift when Allana Miller had died? 
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AR. Yes, I was working. 
ole And did you also then realize 


that you had also been around when Baby Estrella had 
died? 
ee Yes, I was working. 


Or Yes. And did you think at 


that time Susan Nelles wasn't working the shift 
that Baby Estrella died? 
AZ I tried to place her when 


Janice Estrella had arrested and I couldn't place 


her. 

OF Did you go and look at the 
WIN sheets? 

jy No? fe didn’ t+ 

Q' At any time did you ever look 


at the WIN sheets about that? 

Ae NO, aLan cs 

Oo All right. Well then, at some 
point in time you found out that Susan Nelles was in 
fact not working when Baby Estrella died? 

Ay That she definitely wasn't 
working ? 

Ses Wasn't working on the shift 
when Baby Estrella died. 


Be. I found out some time later. 
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1 
2 
6 Ob. Yes. And you found out some 
3 time later - are we talking about two or three weeks 
4 later? 
5 A. No. Quite a bit later. 
6 On Well, did you find out before 
7 you were - the next interview that you had with 
8 the police on April 24th when they talked to you 
about Miller? 
9 
A. No. 
oO. Well, I suggest to you and 


I think that you were “Somewhat vague, and maybe 
justifiably so, but you were the one that said on 
earlier evidence before this Commission that you 
were the one that brought up Estrella at the time 
you were being questioned by Constable Murray about 
Miller. 

Do you remember saying that? 

A. I wasn't sure if it was the 
time I had spoken to them -- 

Q.. Well ber 

A. -- about Allana Miller or 
whether it was the time that we discussed Janice 
Estrella. I think it was the time that we were 
discussing Janice Estrella. 
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another month later? To your recollection? 
A. Whatever the date was. 
a. All right. Well, in any event 


then you knew on the Friday, March 27th, that there 
were four charges of murder against Susan Nelles, 
and you knew that you had certain relevant informa- 
tion about Baby Miller. 

You put some notes in about what you 
had eeaaren about Baby Cook and I think your 


evidence is that you prepared them after the police 


interview? 

AG Yes; Gthat@iseright: 

Q. On March 26th. Was it that 
night? 

A. ihathdis sight: 

O8 All right. Well then, the 


next day when you found out about Baby Estrella 
and Baby Miller, I gather you probably thought the 
police would be back asking you about those two. 

A. The thought didn't cross my 
mind, no. 

OF Didn*t’ cross* your mind, and 
it didn't cross your mind that you should perhaps 
prepare corresponding notes for those babies? 


A. I couldn't see going over - 
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because when I had read the notes that I had done 
Over Justin Cook they weren't that good. There 
were no times or anything. Really it was just a 
rambling on of the night. 

0. What I am getting at is that 
at any time did you ever try to put down in writing 
what you recalled about the events that transpired 
on the night Allana Miller died? 

A. No,;m@a dianttes 

Qs All right. So you knew the 
charges on March 27th “involving three additional 
babies, and I gather without question you knew that 
digoxin was involved? 

A. Yes. 

Qs And you knew the allegation 
at least of the police and the Crown was that Susan 
Nelles had administered digoxin to these babies 
causing their death. 

A. Something to that effect, yes. 

OG. ALD Bight. 

Do I take it that at that point with- 
out questioning you knew that there was something 
to do with baby deaths and digoxin and Susan Nelles? 

A. Thattisrcorrect: 


OQ. All right. When Nurse Trayner 
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came back the following week did you talk to her 
about the events that had transpired involving 
Baby Miller because you and she were both there 
with Susan Nelles? 

A. We hadn't discussed anything 
specific about thatenzqgnt sno. 

OF Nogs butadidn'’t. you say to 
yourself "Gee, I guess the police are going to be 
eventually coming to see me about Baby Miller and 
you were there, Phyllis. What happened? Let's go 
over the sequence. I-want to be sure that I am going 
to be helpful to the police." 

Didi vyousdos that? 

A. No, we didn't. 

Go. At any time nae talk. £0 
Phyllis Trayner up until the time you were again 
interviewed on April 24th by Constable Murray again, 
did you discuss what had transpired with Phyllis 
Trayner? 

A. I'm sorry, could you repeat 
the question? 

OQ. At any time up until April 
24th when you were again interviewed by Constable 
Murray, did you discuss with Phyllis Trayner the 


events which had transpired on that night when 
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Allana Miller died? 

A. We hadn't discussed the 
specific events, no. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Sorry, I missed 
thatead, Weadidnttc? 

THE WITNESS: We didn't discuss 
anything specific about Allana Miller. 

MR. PERCIVAL:Q. Well, did you at that 
time say "Phyllis, I didn't put any digoxin. Did 
you administer any digoxin?" Did you ask her? 

Bi, + Opel ddd daw ites 

OF Did you ask her "Well, did you 
ever see Susan Nelles giving digoxin that day?" 

A. No. 

Ov Did you say to Phyllis Trayner 
"Well, you were looking after her for a while. 

Maybe it happened when Susan Nelles was down with 
Baby Cook." Didi you sayitthat? 

A}. No. 

O; Did you remind Phyllis Trayner 
that ae eae seen her putting a 3 cc syringe of some 
medication into the buretrol? 

A. No. 

QO. Do Ivtake it that that felis hel ih 
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cross my mind. 


Q. 


baby's death? 
A. 


Q. 


De 


Q. 


traumatic? 
A. 
Q. 
mind? 
A. 
Q. 
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ThateusaT ight ant didn't 


Or you weren't prepared to 


consider that there might be someone else, another 


friend, that might be implicated involving that 


Thatrdidm’ te cross my mind. 


I see. 


I gather, ma'am, that you have never 
been involved in any murder investigations before? 


- ‘Phat is correct. 


So this is the first murder 


investigation and the first, quite apart from the 
bizarre circumstances that had occurred over nine 
months and 10 baby deaths in two weeks and four 


murder charges, all of these events were rather 


Yes, they were. 


But it never crossed your 


What didn't cross my mind? 


The fact that you had seen 


Phyllis Trayner administer some medication that 


night to Allana Miller? 


No. 
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O' Riera, ma'am. 

Do I take it then that you knew when 
the arrest had taken place or the three further 
charges were laid you felt reasonably certain that 
an officer was going to talk to you about Baby 
Miller? 

A. NOy ed -OLan aos 

O; VWourdac tri oOs GO Latakej$iit 
when Constable Murray called on April 24th that 
came as a bolt out of the blue? 

A. - “I wasn't really surprised. I 


was there but - before that. 


On Did he come and see you at 
the Hospital? 

A. The meeting took place at the 
Hospital, yes. 

O. Leadon °t understand that. Did 


he phone you first? 

A. I believe it was arranged 
through the Hospital that - I don't know who 
arranged it personally, but someone from the Police 
Department had arranged it with either head nurse 
and either a note had been left or it had been 
discussed with me by one of them. I am not sure. 
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ma'am, that you had some forewarning. It just didn't 
happen that you arrived one day at the Hospital and 
you went to the meeting? 

A. NOwe thetels right. 

O% Aerial. oO. CO tia take it 
you knew a couple of days ahead of time that an 
officer wanted to talk to you, and did you presume 
at that time that he probably was going to talk to 
you about somebody else other than Cook? 

A. Yes out... dont know it «it 
was a couple of days before. 

Or. ALL right... So, doi\l take it 
that at least again you wanted to be helpful to the 
officers: you felt you didn't know anything about 
Pacsai and you knew that probably the discussion 
was going to be about Estrella and Miller, two 
babies of which you had some knowledge? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Al@ierignet.. 

Now again when Constable Murray came 
to see you on April 24th of 1981 I mae to you that 
he said "I want you to tell me all that you can 
recall occurred on the ward when Baby Miller died." 

A. Yes. 


0. And it was that general type 
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of a question? 

A. I believe it was, yes. 

On All right. And you wanted to 
help him and you wanted to give him all the informa- 
tion you could recall? 

A. that is right. 

(6s Isn't that true? And you knew 
that Constable Murray I gather was not someone that 
was trained in medical and nursing Rermioioay and 
health care? 

AL ee ae CES believe he was, no. 

Ore SpO.ao . take it then that you 
felt that quite apart from him waiting to ask the 
necessary questions, you wanted to volunteer informa- 
tion because you knew you probably knew more than 
he knew about health care and caring of babies and 
Sagas problems? 

A. I felt that when I went over 
the events of that night that Allana died that I 
would try and put it in non-medical terms. 

O- Yes. Well, what I want to 
know is - what I am getting at, ma'am, is this: you 
wanted to help him but you weren't going to wait 
until he asked the magic question. You were going 


to volunteer as much information as you could because 
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you knew much more than he ever knew? 

A. I wanted to, when I had gone 
over the night's events, tell him in non-medical 
terms. That would make it easier for him to under- 
stand. 

: Of Ma'am, what I am getting at 
is this: you weren't waiting for him to ask the 
question. You wanted to give him as much as you 
could without him having to ask the’ question? 

Ata I'm sorry, I don't understand 
that, 

Q. Well, ma'am, you knew from 
a previous interview with Sgt. Sangster and 
Constable Murray they were asking some specific 
questions about a particular baby? 

As Thats sé right. 

Ow This is one month later, and 
this is a second interview and you knew it was about 
Allana Miller. 

Ans Right. 

O- And it is one officer trying 
to find out what you knew and what you saw and what 
you. did in a 12-hour shift when Allana Miller died. 
You knew that? 


Al. Right. 
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What I amegetting at is you didn’t - 
you weren't going to wait for him to ask specific 
questions. You wanted to tell him as much as 
possible about what you could recall because you 
wanted to help him? 

A. Thac 18.0 20nt. 

o> And whether you thought it 
relevant or irrelevant you wanted to make sure that 
he knew as much as you could recall? 

A. _. -AS much as I would recall -- 

O° Ala vignte. 

a -- I would tell him. 

Ons All right. Well -- 

MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner, she 
was in mid-sentence as I could understand. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Were you, Mrs. Bell 
Did you have something further you wanted to say? 

THE WITNESS: Well, in that he had 
specific questions at the end. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Oe Rrior co. nim 
asking you specific questions at the end, do I take 
it then you agree with me you wanted to give him as 
much information as you could recall? 


A. As much information as I could 
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recall, yes. 

Oz Well, when you were asked 
by someone else at this Commission why you didn't 
tell him that you saw someone inject a 3 cc syringe 
into ie buretrol at 12 midnight on the IV line 
leading to Allana Miller - your response at page 2490 
is "I didn't think of it". Do you remember being 
asked that? 


AS Yes, 1 do, sir. 
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0. Well, ma'am, it concerns me that 
a month before the police officers were asking about 
Susan Nelles and anyone else administering drugs, 
and you had some very important evidence to impart 
to that police officer. Are you asking the 
Commissioner to believe that that suddenly slipped 
your mind? | 

A. I don't believe it suddenly 
slipped my mind, I felt that it was not an unusual 
thing for Phyllis to do, would be to give medication 
‘Coma lchiid?y and that my impression, not that I thought 
of it at the time, but now, would be that Phyllis 
would have signed for that medication and that the 
charts were available to the police, so if there was 
a question about medication then -- 

0. Was it more like this, Mrs. Bell, 
I have got one friend who is now charged with four 
connts of murder; I have another friend that is still 
working at the Hospital and might in some way be 
implicated, I would rather not volunteer that 
information to this officer? 

A. No; I oam sorry, it was not like 
that aivall-. 

0. It wasn't like that at all? 


A. No. It was as I have just said, 
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that she was giving a medication for what I assumed 
to be Susan Nelles and this was not an unusual 
Occurrence, and in my mind she had signed it, I did 
not see the chart afterwards. 

Q. Well, in the questioning on 
February 7th, Mrs. Bell, and you will forgive me 
because I was not here but I have read the transcript, 
and you appeared to leave the impression that the 
interview by Constable Murray was less than adequate; 
did you try to leave that impression with this 
Commission? 

A. Ii masorry., .1. don’t know what 
you mean? 

0. Well, you said in the course of 
your evidence; I told him certain things and then he 
said you would be surprised at the erenes the police 
already have; do you remember saying that? 

A. wes, lL do. 

0. Asvif hevwwas cutting you off, 
as if you didn't have to think about any more infor- 
Mation. Were you trying to leave that impression, if 
you were tell me, and if you were not then I will 
pass on? 

A. I was asking him that question 


because of my concern because I still had to work on 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 2900 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


the ward, and my concern about the other children, 

so I asked him that question, and trying to put some 
kind of perspective on this whole situation in my own 
mind. 

Q. Well, ma'am, at page 2496 you 
told this Commission that you asked no questions about 
any other nurses and their actions involving Allana 
Miller. 

MS. KITELY: Could we just pause for 
a moment, sir, while the witness has an opportunity 
to look at it? 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

MKs FPoRCavon. Oo Farst of all, you 
agree with me that you said that? 

A. That I had said that about 


Officer John Murray? 


Q. Yes. 
A. Ves. 
Q. New you have in front of you I 


gather the original statement taken by John Murray 


on April 24th of 1981? 


A. NO, eo con c- 

Q. Do you not have it? 

A. NG, CON at. 

Q. Well, I have the original and 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival ) 


Maybe we will look at that first. This is the one 
that is signed by you at the bottom; no, it is not 
signed by you, but you have seen it, it is in 
Constable Murray's handwriting, and I think everybody 
in this Commission, at least all the counsel, have 
copies of it. In any event, is that the statement? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Do you have another 
one, Mr. Ortved seems to be without one. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Q Is that the statement 
that you gave to Constable Murray? 

A. ves, it aes 

Q. ‘The only nurse I point out to 
you in this handwritten statement that is mentioned 
on the second page is Phyllis Trayner, right? 

A. That seri gnt . 

Q. Phyllis Trayner and Susan Nelles 
are both mentioned on the third page; in fact Phyllis 
Trayner is mentioned twice, is that not so? 

A. That,is right. 

Q. On the fourth page Susan Nelles 
is mentioned twice, Phyllis Trayner is mentioned twice, 
Sheila Wittingham is mentioned once, do you agree 
with me? 

A. That is right. 


Q. On the fifth page Susan Nelles 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell; criex: 2902 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


is mentioned once, Phyllis Trayner is mentioned once, 
Janet Brownless is mentioned once? 

A. That*s*right} 

0. So do I take it that you were 
telling him about more nurses than just Susan Nelles? 

A. I had gone over the events of 
the night as I recalled them. 

0. So do I take it that in fairness 
Constable Murray was asking about what other nurses 
were doing and you were telling him? 

A. I_was going over the events of 
the night, yes. 

0. You were telling him about other 
nurses, ma'am, not just Susan Nelles? 

A. | Thales srrgit. 

0. And the sole question in this 
particular one is at the very end, is it not? 

A. VesPruLe' Ds; 

0. And the sole question is: did 
you at any time administer digoxin to Allana Miller? 

A. That ’s°right. 

Q. So I gather you are another nurse 
that was questioned about what you did on that 
evening? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 
1 
2 Q. Now ma'am, I want to get to this 
3 area of the bombshell, at least it is a bombshell to 
4 Me and some other of my friends, that you gave by 
5 way of evidence involving your observation of Phyllis 
, Trayner involving Allana Miller. 

, Mr. Commissioner, before I forget, 
: perhaps we might have the Spann statement marked 
8 because I put the witness through it and I have no 
9 objection to it. 
10 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 
11 Just a moment before we-do this, I can't remember, 
12 this was given to counsel? 
e MS. KITELY: I didn't take an objection 

Lora 
14 
THE COMMISSIONER: No. 
15 MS. CRONK: This has been distributed 
16 only to counsel. 
17 THE COMMISSIONER: Just a minute 
18 before we make it an exhibit, because once it becomes 
19 an exhibit it becomes public property. Does anyone 
a have any objection to it becoming an exhibit? 
MR. BROWN: I have no objection but 

si I would like it to be very clear of the grounds upon 
2 which this is made an exhibit. If the statement is 
23 tendered simply for the purposes of refreshing memory 
24 or use of evidence: —- 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Well -- 

MR. BROWN: Excuse me, with respect 
to this one I am not sure whether at that point it 
necessarily has to become an exhibit. I can certainly 
see that when we are into Phase 2, the police 
investigation, and at that time in Phase 2 it would 
be made an exhibit in the ordinary course. I would 
not want to be taken to agreeing to a position that 
any statement be put just for Phase 1 purposes 
necessarily has to become an exhibit, but because 
this is dealing with Phase 2 I have no objection to it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Ordinarily a 
statement would not be if this were a proper trial, 
which it certainly is not. If it were a proper trial 
the exhibit would not be unless it was put in by 
some counsel for the purpose of in some way, something 
contrary to what was said by the witness on the stand. 
Now, I was prepared to receive argument on that basis 
as to whether it should go in, but as I understand 
it no one has any Becton to it going in, you have 
no objection to this one going in, and you are not 
being foreclosed on any argument in any other state- 
ment. 

MR. BROWN: I would like to make it 


very clear why I have no objection. I think different 
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1 
2 rules may well govern the use and the admission of 
3 statements to the Police and the Crown in Phase 2. 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 
5 MR. BROWN: And that is why I have no 
objection to it going in. 
‘ THE COMMISSIONER: You may be right, 
y I haven't given any thought to that, but no one has 
8 any objection as far as I can make out, so let us 
: make it an exhibit. 
10 MR. PERCIVAL: Thank you, Mr. 
11 Commissioner. ‘ 
12 THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit 348. 
~—~ EXHIBIT NO..3485 Statement taken by 
13 P.C. John Murray from 
Bertha Bell (RN), 
14 rriday, April 24th,) L961. 
15 MR. PERCIVAL: Q Now ma'am, I am going 
16 to go to the evidence that you gave to Ms. Cronk I 
believe on Monday, with reference to what you 
uf witnessed on the evening of March the 20th Brest 
18 early morning hours of the 21st involving Phyllis 
19 Trayner and the 3 cc. syringe. 
20 A. Thats rignt. 
24 Q. You have told us that you didn't 
2 think abqut that evidence back on April 24th of 1981 
23 and whether it is relevant to these proceedings or in 
24 
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~ TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 
1 
2 the investigation. When was the first time you 
3 thought of that observation and its connection, if 
4 any, with the death of Allana Miller? 
5 A. I believe the first time it was 
6 pointed out was at the preliminary hearing, there 
was a reference made to Phyllis giving gentamicin to 
: Allana Miller; and I said yes, and that it was not 
: an unusual thing for a team leader to give a 
9 medication for another nurse and then -- 
10 0. I am sorry? 
11 A. And- then I was asked to go over 
12 the events of the night Allana Miller died with 
3 Ms. Cronk and that came to mind, that was one of the 
things that came to mind. 
a 0. Anything more? 
: A. No. 
16 Q. WHAtSi Want-to-do ts this: you 
17 agree with me that you were less than clear, and 
18 particularly when you gave evidence at the preliminary 
19 hearing, about what you had observed Phyllis Trayner 
20 do with this 3 cc. syringe and injecting it into the 
buretrol? =r am not gorng*to-go @nto- tn. s;,. it} nas 
a already been cross-examined on. You agree with me 
oe that you were not very detailed in your comments at 
23 the preliminary hearing? 
24 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Percival) 
oO 

1 

2 A. I had answered a specific 

3 question and I @id not ™ge antoweany detail, that's 

4 COTrrect, 

5 0. Well ma'am, do I take it then 

é that it slipped*your mindy @oreyou didn t think or it 
again at the preliminary hearing? 

: A. NO .F At tiat point, as 21> said 

8 before, Phyllis Trayner had given the medication, so 

9 in my mind she would have signed for it, I did not 

10 see the chart so I wouldn't know that nobody else 

1 knew about it. 

12 0. Well ma'am, you were asked 

3 questions about whether the Crown Attorney interviewed 
you before you gave evidence in the preliminary 

i hearing. The one question that has not been asked 

15 is did Austin Cooper or somebody from his office 

16 interview you before you gave evidence at the 

17 preliminary hearing? 

18 A. No. 

19 Q. So you had no interview from 

56 any lawyer that you are aware of until the time you 
got into the witness box in the preliminary hearing 

to give evidence? 

a“ A. Pascrs right. 

23 Q. And that includes any lawyer 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bemeracr .cx. 2908 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Perc Siavgellk ) 


for the RNAO, or anybody else? 
A. That ’s*r vant. 


Q. And you had not spoken to any 


lawyer at the Hospital, or connected with the Hospital? 


A. We had spoken to the Hospital 
attorney as a group, he had spoken to us as a group. 

0. At any time were you questioned 
with respect to that night and the events of Allana 
Miller by that attorney, or that solicitor? 

A. No. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. KnazZan, 
just a moment. : 

MR. KNAZAN: Should we not be asking 
to waive the privilege, I think this is going to be 
asked many times? - 

THE COMMISSIONER: Whether this -- 

MR. KNAZAN: Well Section 11 of the 
Public Inquiries Act. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think whether 
she was questioned or not is not privileged, no, but 


what the conversation might not be. 


MR.” PERCIVAL:* ~I “am not™going that far. 


THE COMMISSIONER: No. 
MR. PERCIVAL: I assure my friend 


lL am aware of tnat. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, Cr.ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 
0. I want to know whether you were 


questioned specifically with respect to the obser- 


vations that you made the night that Allana Miller 


died? 
A. By the Hospital attorney? 
0. Yes. 
A. No. 
Q. Now, you answered specific 


questions at the preliminary hearing. Do I take it 
that at that particular point you still remembered 
Phyllis Trayner having done that, but you really 
placed no ater teanceson ay 

A. Tac e Light. 

0. When was it that you for the 


first time placed any significance on that observation? 


A. At the surprise at Ms. Cronk's 
office. 

0. And was that on January 31st 
of this year? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. And who was present at the time 


this revelation, or the importance of this particular 
observation that you had made became clear, who was 
present? 


A. Ms. Cronk, Mrs. Symes, Mary 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


Thomson, Anita, I can't remember her name. 


Q. I beg your pardon? 
A. I can't remember their names. 


THE COMMISSIONER: The visible but 


Silent lady sitting right beside you, Miss Fineberg. 


MR. PERCIVAL: She makes good notes, 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) IO 


ain anyeeventzgMrse Bellsajteligmejadid 
you understand once you had given that information to 
Miss Cronk the significance of it? 

A. They had seemed surprised at it, 
like, they didn't know-and that I really didn't know 
why they were surprised because I thought they knew. 

O. Well, up until that time on 
January 3lst, 1984 had you ever discussed with Phyllis 
Trayner that observation that you fad made of her? 

A. Of her giving bre ANELDIOTI C2 

Oc Yes. «-I jsaid«medication. You have 
given it so many Finest don't want to hash it up 
because I recall evidence very poorly, but you have 
said what you have said. Did you ever discuss that 
with Phyllis Trayner prior to January 3lst when you 
spoke to the people that you have indicated? 

A. No. 

Q. And have you spoken to Phyllis 


Trayner since that revelation was made? 
e 


A. VeSs 

Os And did you tell her what you had 
observed? 

A. No. 

Q. And when did you speak to her afte 


January 3lst? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Bell, cr. ex. Z29-L2 
(Percival) 


I believe it was the Thursday. 
That's last Thursday? 

Yes. 

That's February 2nd. 


Either the Wednesday or the 


Thursday, I'm not sure. 


Q. 


 Trayner; - Pathinksyou 


a telephone call. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
oO. 

be giving evidence? 
A. 


that I would be next 


that you didn't tell 


And that discussion with Phyllis 


have given evidence was there was 


Yes, there was. 
She called you? 
Yes. 


To tell you that you were going to 


That she had heard from the media 
to appear at the Grange, yes. 

And was that all that was said? 
Pretty well, yes. 

Aré you telling the Commissioner 


her at that point that there are 


some people who think that what I observed when Allana 


Miller died is somewhat new and startling? 


A. 


Q. 


Thales eright. 


How long did that telephone 


conversation take place? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. BELL; GFs GX: 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 
A. Five minutes. 
Or Did you tell her that at least 


so far as you could understand that some people were 
trying to implicate her with respect to the death of 
Baby Miller? 

A. No, we didn't. 

OF Did you tell her anything about 
any implication as a result of your meeting with 
Commission counsel and your own discussion? 

A. We didn't discuss that meeting at 
ani: 

Q. All right. Now, ma'am, if I may 
go back and I am going to deal with some matters with 
the police interview and I know Mr. Hunt has gone 
through this. 

On May 20th of 1981 you were interviewed 
by Sergeant Warr. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just a moment. We 
can have our official break any time that it suits 
you. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Oh, fine. Well, then, 
this will be convenient. MThank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: We will take 20 minut 


---Short recess. 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr. eX. 2914 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


---Upon resuming. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Percival. 
MR. PERCIVAL: Q. I have a rather 
obvious question, Mrs. Bell, that didn't occur to me 
until I was drinking coffee, but what did you talk 
to Phyllis Trayner about for five minutes on Thursday, 


February 2nd? 


A. We talked about her child and my 
children. 

ae And that's the only thing you 
talked about? 

A. — 

Or. You didn't talk about what you 


were going to say at this commission and what she is 
going to say at the commission? 

A. Thatessrioht. 

OF And I gather you have never been 
in a Royal Commission before? 

A. Thatys. correct: 

o% I see. And aside from the 
preliminary hearing you have never given evidence 
before? 

A. Thats: right. 

Q. Now, ma'am, we have talked 


about the two police interviews on March 26th and 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, ee. ex. 2915 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


April 24th. The next interview was on May 20th with 
Sergeant Warr where you were questioned about Baby 
Estrella. 

A. Thathsaerigne. 

Ox Did you tell Sergeant Warr at 
that time that Nurse Susan Nelles was not on the ward 


when Baby Estrella died? 


A. I said I didn't think she was 
on the ward. 
Go. All right. 


A. Or on duty. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That's what you told 
Constable Murray, I take it? 

THE WITNESS: I wasn't sure if I told 
Constable Murray or I told Warr, I'm not sure. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, no. 

THE WITNESS: But I think it was when 
we were discussing Janice Estrella. 

MR. PERCIVAL: And that is Sergeant 
Warr on May 20th of ‘81. 

THE COMMISSIONER: So, it was Sergeant 
Warr, Was it? 

THE WLTNESS:;,-That's -right.; 

THE COMMISSIONER: But you told someone 


onnthatyvdate,; bs thatiright: 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Percival) 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 


MR. PERCIVAL: Q. And do I take it 


that that was for the purposes of pointing out to the 


police that your friend, Susan Nelles, may very well 


not have been guilty of that particular offence? 


A. 


That was to clear it up in my 


own mind because I couldn't personally place her there 


but I didn't look at any assignment books or anything 


like that, so;/"1t "was just “to clear it-up for myself. 


Q. 


Now, ma'am, were you around when 


some strange things were happening in the month of 


May, May 4th, May 14th with respect to digoxin tablets 


being lost and some codeine elixir being missing? 


A. 
QO. 


vyOolvyeaG In ite 


A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 


I know of it, yes. 


You know of it. You weren't in- 


No. 
You just heard about it. 
Thac’ si right’. 


Was it discussed in some depth 


by a number of nurses as to its significance? 


A& 
that it was going 
Q. 


think anything of 


It was discussed and it was said 
to be reported to the police. 
All right. Well, no, did you 


it with respect to how relevant it 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Beliyy Cloy Cx. 


TORONTO. ONTARIO (Percival ) 2 91 ti 


would be to the charges against Susan Nelles and the 


alleged digoxin murder of four babies? 


A. The relevance to Susan? 

OG. Yes. 

A. No. 

re All right. Now, ma'am, the next 


contact I think after you met Sergeant Warr on May 
20th was when you were giving evidence on January 20th, 
"82 and Constable Murray before you gave evidence 
asked or offered to you the statement that you had 


given and you read them before you gave evidence. 


A. ‘That's correct, ‘and’ Ihad "met 
him Just, prior to Christmas of Sl. 

8 ie Well, I hadn't heard that, I'm 
sorry. What was that about? 

A. When he served the subpoena to 
appear at the hearing. 

oy All right. In any event, you had 
the opportunity to review your statements and you. 
reviewed them before you gave evidence at the 
preliminary hearing. 

A. I didn't have a chance to review 
them all, no. 

OQ. Why, because of the shortness of 


time or what? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO ( Pe rcival ) 
A. Yes, it was. 
OF Now, you gave evidence on or 


about January 28th and the evidence in the preliminary 
hearing continued for some length of time and even 
while the preliminary hearing was still on you had 

a further contact by telephone by Constable Hulcoup, is 
thaterigqnue? 

A. itewasnie teunts 1 about a month 
after I completed my testimony at the preliminary hear- 
ing. | 

oF TZ understand that, but the 
preliminary hearing was still on, it was March 10th of 
LOG25 

A. Yes, I believe it was. 

Q. Aligrighnt., sAnd I) think you have 
already given evidence that it was a three minute 
telephone call. 

A. Something to that effect, yes. 

QO. All right. Do you recall Constable 
Hulcoup telling you that he would like to interview 
you with respect to other unexpected deaths on Wards 
4A and 4B? 

A. I don't remember those exact 
words but to the effect that they were looking into 


other deaths. 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Percival) 2919 
1 
2 Q. And did you ask him why are you 
3 doing this now, I have given my evidence in court 
4 and I have been interviewed several times and I am 
5 sick of it? 
A. That! s rigqnt. 

; ee Do you recall saying that to 
ul Constable Hulcoup by telephone? 
8 A. i aox 
9 OF And did you tell him that there 
10 was no way that you were going to talk to the police? 
1 A. Not at EhatPeime, no < 
e 0. pad he say to you that they were 

interviewing all of the nurses on the ward to see 
what they could recall about the deaths? 
1% A. He could have. 
15 QO. And did he ask to make an appoint- 
16 ment with you? 
re | A. Yes. 
18 ay And did you tell him you will have 
to get back: to Aim 

A. I could have, yes. 

a oO: Yes. Well, did you get back to him 
21 A. Nogaladidnitt 
22 oF Well, ma'am, then the next time 
23 that you had any connection with the police was in 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell A NeBOS Eee 


TORONTO. ONTARIO (Percival ) 2920 


Augustwoirl982.) SDo ie take ie “that im*the month of 
August a number of attempts were made to interview 
you and the appointments did not take place? 

A. I had made the appointment for 
August. 

.. All. right.’ Well) I suggest to you 
that that appointment in August was made as a direct 
result of the hospital insisting upon you keeping the 
appointment, would you agree with me on that? 

A. The hospital had arranged for me 


to leave the floor. 


oO. Well, at that particular time, 
natamat Pee this is the occasion that you have told 
the Commissioner, that some 40 medical charts were 
available for your consideration in the course of 


about two hours. 


A. Yes. 

Q. Do I accurately portray your 
evidence? 

Ae Yes, but I am not sure of the 
exact number. 

OQ. And by that time I gather that 


you were aware that Susan Nelles had been discharged. 
A. That's Tighe. 


Or Right. And were you also aware 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell vk (Ome 2924. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Percival) 
1 
2 that the presiding Provincial Court Judge Vanek 
3 had said there had been at least four babies murdered 
4 in the Hospital for Sick Children, are you aware of 
5 that? 
‘ A. Something to that effect, yes. 
oF Yes. Do you recall being asked 

: about, as a typical example, Baby Woodcock. Do you 
8 remember being asked about Baby Woodcock by those 
9 officers and one was a male and one was a female, 
10 Sergeant Dick and Sergeant Pulford. 
i1 i I probably was, yes. 
12 oO” All right. Well, it is reported 
‘ that when you were asked about what you could recall 
about the death of Baby Woodcock your answer was 
se "I don't remember". 
15 A. Tita Ss A Gil ts 
16 Q. Well, ma'am, I have looked through 
17 your evidence and it's found in Volume 98 in these 
18 proceedings, 2089 to 2108, 2166 to 2167, by actual 
19 count it is 22 pages of evidence on the life and 

times of Baby Woodcock and the events surrounding 
zs his death. What happened between August of 1982 and 
os February 6th of 1983 to get you so much memory back? 
22 A. I had sat down with the attorneys 
23 in a more calmer atmosphere and had time to go over the 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, ¢r. ¢€x. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


charts and felt that'I had«time to 'go over.the 
charts. 

o- Well, ma'am, you are not suggest- 
ing in the month of August the police officers were 
rushing you. Is that what you are suggesting to us? 

A. I had that feeling that I needed 
to rush into and answer. 

or I see. Well, do I take it at this 
particulartpointjaand feehinkayou have already said 
it, you were certainly not trying ee be cooperative. 

A. 3 don't think at that point that 
I was not trying to pebenoperative: I felt pressured 
into giving an answer.quickly. I didn't feel I had 
the time to look through the chart, through each 
individual chart, I still had to get back to the ward 
and look after my patients as well, plus there was 
a number of charts there. I just did not feel that 
way. 

Q. Ma'am, that interview was 
arranged with the approval of the hospital. Are you 
seriously suggesting that if you wanted 2, 3, 5, 6 
hours that the hospital was not going to arrange to 
have someone cover for you? 

A. They had arranged for the other 


nurses onither floor tox cover,, buted still»hadi to get 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr, ex: 23925 


TORONTO. ONTARIO (Percival) 

1 

2 back. i didn *techinke1. was tat. ror che Others to 

3 eover. 

4 Oo: Well, ma'am, at this point you 

5 knew that there was at least four murders and the 
police were investigating other babies. Why wouldn't 

; you want to help them? 

; A. I did want to help them but I 

8 still had the concerns for the babies that I am 

7 looking after, plus I still felt the pressure from 

10 having to go through those charts. It just wasn't 

11 an atmosphere where I felt I could take the time and 

12 really look at the ener en 

Or. Did you tell them that? 

a A. It was the type of situation 

a where I couldn't. 

15 ce Your couldn’ ©. tell them, I don't 

16 feel like looking at the charts? 

17 A. Taon tethink \enat's a fair 

18 statement. 

19 oF Well, ma'am, you were asked about 
Baby Perreault on this oecasion and your answer was 

‘I know nothing’. Do you recall saying that to them? 

a A. Thats right. 

od O- Well, by actual count you had 

23 given evidence over six pages, from 2109 to 2115 in 

24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Ber, ’cr. “ex. 2924 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


these proceedings. Again, is that pecausen vou didn St 
want to know anything when you were interviewed by 
the police officers? 

A. That's not because I didn't want 
to know anything, it's because of the pressure that 
I felt at the time and since then I have had time to 
go over the charts and to discuss ieee ohiteres and 
something else would come to mind that would bring 
other ehanusare mind as well. | 

Q. The question from the officers 
about Baby Onofre. You were asked to review the 
chart and give ayiaence and give information to them 
and your answer was, ‘I don't remember'. You have 
given evidence in these proceedings over four pages, 
from 2228 to 2233. Again; Pee thae your same response? 


A. Yes, it is. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Percival) 
Q. You didn't have the time or the 


inclination to review the chart and help these 
officers? 

MS... KETELY: Mr. Commissioner, I 
don't think the witness said she didn't have the 
inclination. My friend is putting words into her 
mouth. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, that is 
what cross-examination is, you know. 

MS. KITELY: Well, except that he 
has to correctly state what she said, sir. 

| MR. PERCIVAL: My Lord, I thought 
the question of not being particularly co-operative 
and not having inclination were synonymous, and 
maybe I - I am an old broken down engineer and some- 
times my English suffers. 

© 6 Do you agree with me, ma'am, 
that you didn't have the inclination to help these 


officers on this occasion? 


A. Noghde dome: 

oe Tell me what you were doing 
then? 

A. iufteltaa= 

‘OF You wanted to help them? 


A. I felt the pressure of having 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell. Cr .6xX. 2926 
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to go through these, all these charts, and I just 
didn't feel I had the time to go into it. 

oO. Maviam7u@isnat Lteethispathatyyou 
didn't want to get involved; you didn't want to help 
these officers; you didn't want to implicate anyone 
else? 

A. No. 

OW Ma'am, in the course of three 
years, and you are still working at the Hospital 
for Sick Children? 

A.  - That is right. 

On And you have talked I gather 
with all those people on the wards during the nine- 
month period and you talked from time to time with 


them about the events. With different people. 


Different nurses that were there. 


A. Not particularly about the 
events, no. 

Or; All right. Well, did you ever 
get the impression that there were nurses there on 
the wards during those nine months when, being 
interviewed by the police, weren't giving them all 
the information they could have? 

A. Did I have the impression that 


other nurses weren't giving -- 
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5.3 ; ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell; cr sex. eee 
SF, TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 
1 
2 
eS Os Yes. 
3 
A. No. 
. Q. Did you ever say to some of 
3 them "If they ask you questions remember that you 
6 don't have a memory."? Did you ever say that? 
” A. No; Fi*didn’ t2 
8 O% Or "Don't «tell "them anything."? 
5 A. No. We never discussed any- 
thing specific about the children. 
ns On And I gather it would surprise 
11 you that at least one Of your co-workers feels that 
12 you had information that you were not giving to 
13 the police. Would that surprise you? 
14 A. Would it surprise me that 
15 someone else had - I'm sorry? 
16 Qs No, no, would it surprise you 
that one of your co-workers, a fellow nurse, felt 
2 that you were not being Sa2ete Marly informative 
Le so far as the police investigation was concerned? 
19 A. Yes, it would surprise me. 
~—> 6 
20 O- Allright. And; ma’am, did -- 
21 THE COMMISSIONER: Just a moment, 
22 please. 
93 MS. CRONK: Sir, inMftairness; ri 
don't like to interrupt my friend Mr. Percival, it 
24 
25 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Be Re Cr.CX. 292 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Perc ival) 


may well be that he is referring to another colleague 
of Ms. Bell and of course the only evidence you have 
heard to date on that issue was a denial by our 
ase witness. 

MR. PERCIVAL: I understand, but 
it is a witness that has not yet given evidence. 

MS. CRONK: Fine, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: wYeserud don’t 


know whether you intend to contradict it by -- 


MR. PERCIVAL: Well, I will put 
the question. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. PERCIVAL: I think in fairness, 


but I am not sure whether or not - may I ask the 
witness - I'm sorry, I don't know whether this witness 
is going to be giving evidence. That is my difficulty. 
Well, al;wilLhiput it: 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think it would 


be, better «toyput. it. 


MR. PERCIVAL: Thank you. I agree 
with you. 

Q. Do you know Meredith Frise? 

A. Yes,. Ido: 

er All right. Would it surprise 


you to know that she felt that you were not being - 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 2929 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


that you had information that you were not giving to 
the police during the course of their investigation? 

A. That would surprise me, yes. 

Ox. x Alleuigne . 

Ma'am, even up to this moment in time 
has it ever occurred to you that you might have been 
an eyewitness to an event that some might consider 
the deliberate giving of anunauthorized. drug to a 
baby that causedits death? 

A. I was present at the time 
some of these children died -- 

, Cun Well -- 

A. -- so I would be able to give 
some evidence as to what went on when those children 
died, yes. 

Ore Well, ma'am, my question is 
Very "particular: Shas iftveversoceurred ato: yousright 
until this moment in time that you might have been 
an eyewitness to an event involving Allana Miller 
to someone giving an unauthorized drug to that baby 
that caused its death? 

A. No. 

OF Now, ma'am, do I take it that 
throughout the course of nine months there was 


anxious concern by many people including yourself 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cavexx 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Percival) 


‘about why all these babies. were dying? 


A. Are you talking about from -- 

Q. The epidemic period. 

A. There was definite concern, 
yes. 

On Yes, concern. Everybody was 


looking for answers and no answers were coming? 

A. Some answers were coming - had 
come. 

oF I see and as we got into the 
events of March, some strange things were happening, 


bizarre things happening; Hospital procedures were 


changing. 

A. thet =ts right. 

8 And do I take it that when the - 
Il am told that the police arrived on the scene 


on March 23rd of 1981. You now understand that to 
be the case? 

A. Since being told that, yes. 

OF And I gather that you have some 
doubts about the go fitted officers' effectiveness in 
investigating. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, did 
you say March 23rd? 


MR. PERCIVAL: March? *2 3rd. 
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STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. bell, <creex. 

TORONTO, ONTARIO (Perc Tae ) 
THE COMMISSIONER: The police? 
MR. PERCIVAL: Into the Hosiptal. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I thought they 


came on March 22nd. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Ali eedityoMaren 22nd. 
Lim Sorry: 

THE COMMISSIONER: it is not 
important but I just thouguc... 

MR. PERCIVAL: Q. But you understand 
the police were in there on March 22nd or March 23rd? 

Ne - IT have known that since this 
process has started. 

Omer. Do I take it that you have 
personally some doubts about the police officers' 
effectiveness in investigating these matters? 

Pa In looking in retrospect, yes. 

oles I see. Do you know what has 
happened of which there can be no dispute? 

A. Lm, Sorry 2 

Oe Do you know what has happened 
of which there can be no dispute? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, that is not 
an easy question to answer. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Q. Well, nett 


the deaths stopped, didn't they, after March 22nd. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. PANE 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Perc ival) 
1 
2 
eee) A. I cannot say because in July 
3 i lett that. ward. 
4 Q. Ma'am, they stopped between 
5 March 22nd and July of 1981], didn ®t they? 
R A. We had some deaths. 
7 ae That had anything to do with 
digoxin? 
8 
A. Not that I know of. 
9 
Or Any unexpected and unexplained 
10 deaths in that time period? 
% 
ii A. Not that I know of. 
| 12 MR. PERCIVAL: Thank you, ma'‘am. 
| 13 THE COMMISSIONER: All right, thank 
| you, Mr. Percival. 
14 
What about Mr. Shanahan? Now I am 
15 


concerned about -- 
MR. SHANAHAN: Could I ask to be 
squeezed in now? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Your could ask. 
I don't know, who is next? Are you going to take it, 
; 
Miss Thomson? 
MS. THOMSON: Mr. Roland is not 
here this morning as you can see. We have no question 


for this witness so it renders it academic. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. All rignt. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell 2933 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Mr. Ortved, would you have any objec- 
tion? 

MR. ORTVED: Not at all. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Has anyone else 
any objection? Yes, you have? 

MR. BROWN: No, I have no objection 
to Mr. Shanahan going at all. 

There were two matters that were 
raised by Mr. Hunt and Mr. Percival in their cross- 
examination and I would seek your leave at some time 
during the course of the day to be able to conduct 
a very brief re-examination. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, well, yes. 

I guess that is all right. That certainly is the 
principle, but I don't know what the two matters 
were. 

MR. BROWN: Well, very briefly they 
were - there was some comment about a discussion on 
euthanasia. There was certain ambiguity about that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, and the 
statement in the room? 

MR. BROWN: About the five out of 
seven or whatever it was. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. All right. 


I don't see any objection to that. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell po NES SPS 
TORONTO, ONTARIO ( Shanahan ) 


Yes, Mr. Shanahan? 
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. SHANAHAN: 

Oz Yes, Mrs. Bell, my name is 
Shanahan and I act for the parents of the Lombardo 
and Dawson children. All right. 

A. RIGHE, 

Or I think I can really sum up 
largely your evidence there: both of them died, 
first of all, on 4A and of course you were the team 
leader on 4B. 

A. _ Right. 

oO: And you weren't on for Lombardo 
as was dealt with very briefly. I think you were in 
another part of the Hospital there on that day on 
December 23rd. I think that was your evidence. You 
weren't just up on the ward at all? 

A. tiacois “Lignt. 

i ae Ayr rignt: 

And with respect to Amber Dawson 
her date of death was July 28, and I think that you 
were on holidays or you were off on a collection of 
days around that time and that you returned and I 
think it was put to you that you were gone a total 
of 10 days and that when you returned you realized 


that four children have died during that time, 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO ( Shanahan ) 
|e gc Ml Amber Dawson being one of them? 
A. ThaG ie CLgute 
Or So although Dawson dies on 4A 


you are simply not in the Hospital when Dawson dies? 
A. Tae oLSer Logit. 
Ore However, you did say at 
Volume 98 you heard about Dawson's death, and in 
fact of the”four” deaths that did oceur around that 
eine that Dawson's death really was the one that 
stuck out in your memory and stuck out in your 
memory because in fact- there had been expressed 
concern by other nurses about the cause of Amber 


Dawson's death? 


A. Right. 
| oF Ali L.aAgnc. 
: A. I believe so. 
: ot I'm sorry? 
A. Yes, I believe so. 


Ops First of all, did you ever 
deal with Dawson prior to that? We know she had 
earlier stays and she was in the Hospital. 

A. I might have. 

Oe You might have? 

A. Yes. 
Q 


“ I take it from that answer 
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ui 
[ aA 
own niall 


that if you. didimyourdon' tiparticularmiyirecoliect her - 


A. That Zi. secight. 

Qn -- or her mother? 

A. | Tiat Hrs  wigit. 

Os In any event then if I could 


refer you to Volume 98, you say there and perhaps 
it says it well enough if I can just get you to 


concuman it again. 


MS. KITELY: What page, sir? 

MR. SHANAHAN: on Se. 

THE WITNESS: Te have t. 

MR. SHANAHAN: Onny AML cighnws The 


top of page 2130, I'm sorry, Mrs. Bell, the question 
was: 
HO. During that 10-day period with..." 
And I think that is the 10-day period you were off. 
A. Right. 
Os ",..when you were absent from 
the Hospital four more children died 
on those wards: David Taylor died 
on the 27th, Amber Dawson died on 
duly 28thynGillian Hoos.on July 21st 
and Philip Turner on August lst." 
A. Right. 


Qs "When did you first learn of the 
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"deaths of those children? 
A. When I returned back to work 
on August 4th." 
Then on the following pages, on the 
next page, 2131, down around line 18. -- 
A. Yes. 
Oo. Miss Cronk asked you a 
question: 
"When you discussed these deaths with 
members of your own team, was there 
any concern expressed regarding the 
cause of death of any of the four? 
That is Taylor, Dawson, Hoos and 
furner.« 
And you say: 


"There was concern about Amber Dawson. 


Q. What was the nature of the 
concern? 
A. As to the cause of death." 


And then you were asked do you recall specifically 
discussing it and you said you didn't. 
A. Right. 
O». It,wWas put.to;you at line 8: - 
"Was it suggested to you that the 
cause of her death had really not been 


resolved?" 
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And you said: 
‘Yes * 
And then you come down to line 15: 
"Well, apart from Amber Dawson did any 
member of your own team express any 
concern to you regarding the cause of 
death of the other three? 
A. NOzeo Not? that recald tow" 
Now we were talking about Trayner and 
Nelles then. On the next page, page 2133, line 15: 
"Did either of those two women -- " 
And they have been identified above, Trayner and 
Nelles. 
A. Right. 
OF "= express concerns to you 
as to the cause of death of any of 
these four children?" 
And you say: 
"Again Amber Dawson." 
On the top of the next page, 2134: 
2 th "They both were concerned. I was 
talking to them at the same time." 
And then the final question, line 8: 
"Was it suggested at any time during 


any of the discussions you had regardin 
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"these children that digoxin may have 

been involved in the death of Amber 

Dawson? 

A. Now.” 

Now then has it ever - have you ever 
received or have you ever directly or indirectly 
had your mind put at ease or heard that their mind 
was put at ease with respect to the possible cause 
of death of Amber Dawson? 

A. I believe Amber Dawson was 
one of the children that we had discussed at the 
mortality meetings. 

OM All right. I would suggest 
to you, though, that in fairness - did you know the 
coroner was called in on Amber Dawson? 

Aes Nov. Leaian «c: 

O. You didn't? All right. Let me 
tell you the coroner was called and that Dr. Cutz 
in the Pathology Department at Sick Children's did 
do an autopsy. And if I can sum up the net effect 
of that autopsy was that there was no cause of death 
found for Amber Dawson. 

Had you ever heard that? 

A. I could have. 
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doesn't really stick out in your mind? 

A. I .,don't remember Amber Dawson's 
death being resolved either way. 

Qz All right. You don't remember 
it being resolved either way. 

As you look back now over this time 
period, and I have heard your answers to other counsel, 
you will agree then that although you weren't on and 
Nelles and Trayner were expressing some concern, 
do you now, as you look back at that period, agree 
that a child about which the two nurses that were 
‘Caring for her were expressing that concern, the 
coroner called, no final cause of death on it, thar 
that is a problematic kind of case as you look back. 

A. As I look back it would be, 
yes. 

OF Did you ever hear about any 
disagreement at the bedside of Amber Dawson about 


the timing of a Code 25, OL a Code 257 


A. Lydon’ t think so. 
Ov: You don‘t think so? 
A. Buc Mm not, sure... —& can't 
say for sure. 
Or: All right. Well, I won't take 


you through because that takes you through a number 
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of pages. I think I can sum up how you went about it 
with Miss Cronk. 

It seemed to me that what you are 
saying, initially you had heard or there was a feeling 
that there was an over-reaction on two children 
right around that time because the discussion came 
up around August 4th. So that would have been that four, 
that cluster of four about a week before. 

A. Right. 

THE COMMISSIONER: lL thinks .limay 
be wrong, but I think yout. said Code 23 and not Code 25. 

MR. SHANAHAN: Well, both of them 
really I am talking about, but Code 25 specifically. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did you have any 


concern about Phyllis Trayner acting too quickly on 


Code 23's? 

THE WITNESS: I think it was more 
the Code 25's. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. That is what 
I thought. 

MR. SHANAHAN: Let's keep it to 
Godeuz5;: 

Qv But I thought you said 


initially you thought it was two of the children; 


you seemed to include Dawson and then in further 
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Clarification with Mrs. Cronk, and in fairness - or 
Miss Cronk, and in fairness I think you said you 
just weren't sure which of the two it was that there 
had been this feeling that a Code 25 had been called 
too early. 

A. Right. 

O-. Is that a fair mre of 
your recollection? 

A. Righty. 

Oe You will agree, though, that 


it well could have been Dawson? 


A. It might have been -- 

Q. ALL richt. 

A. -- but I can't say for sure. 
oO. And it may well tie into that 


other feeling that you are sure did come from Nelles 
and Trayner and that is a real concern on their 
part with respect to this one child as to what caused 
her death? 
Bae There was a concern there, yes. 
ae All right. Would you now, 
as you look back, perhaps link the two that there 
was this genuine concern as to what caused her death 
and that maybe this disagreement too was all part 


of that whole concern? 
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1 
| 
19 Does that help you at all ‘in tying 
| ; down as I say this problem about too early call of 
4 the Code 25? 
| 5 A. No. 
OF Allright. You said in any 


“event that there clearly was a concern about Code 25 
being called too early. I think you mentioned that 
with respect to Bilodeau you made the comment that 
Bilodeau's resuscitation efforts were disorganized? 


A. That is correct. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Shanahan) 
0. It was the first time that that 


team, not the first death, but it was the first time 
that that team since coming down to 4A and 4B had had 
to do a full resuscitation effort? 

A. Thattstraght: 

Qt I think as well there was the 
feeling en respect to Bilodeau that perhaps there 
had been too early a call? 

A. fidon ‘tothinkiso¢ 

Q. I have my own reference and I 
may be right and I may be wrong here; that volume you 
have in front of you ma'am, page 2124, and this is 
at@®line iis 

"0. After the child died did there 
appear to be concern amongst the 
nursing staff insofar as you were 
aware as to the cause of his death? 

"A I believe our concerns were 
related to this was in fact the 
first arrest that we had been 
involved in either in a long period 
of time. We were very unorganized 
and there was a question of had we 
been a bit better organized or had 


we noticed things earlier could 
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"something have been done; that type 

of conversation went on." 

A. Right. 

Q. Now it struck me as a little bit 
strange here, there was at the outset a comment on 
the Bilodeau death that maybe things had not been 
done, or recognized early enough, and yet one of your 
concerns now and then seems to be that Phyllis Trayner 
may have been overreacting and calling them too soon. 
Do you see the kind of contradiction there? 

A. Well, Ladontteknowhifhitais a 
contradiction here. What I recall about Bilodeau 
was the fact that we were very disorganized, but it 
is only a matter of minutes before somebody is there 
to organize us. Action was being taken, it was just 
getting organized and the arrest situation like. 

Q. I appreciate that. 

A. Like something was being done, 
but I don't think that the two I was concerned about 
was from this one. 

0. Even granting you that Bilodeau 
may not have been one of the two -- 

A. Right. 

Q. -- that you were concerned about, 


the fact remains that of that group in that month 
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your comment with respect to Bilodeau, the first one 
whereas a team they were working together was (a) 
they were disorganized? 

A. Right. 

Q. And (b) that with Bilodeau they 
were not early enough? As I recall it, and I can't 
give you now a reference to this one, but it seemed 
to me that later on there was some concern even by 
a doctor, the concern seemed to crop up at times, 
were we early enough, were we watching close enough, 
I think once you said about a nurse maybe being 


concerned that she was out of the room and hadn't 


caught the signs quite quick enough. The whole tenure 


after that seems to be, did we react quickly enough, 
not that we reacted too quickly? 

A. I guess it is going nee the 
whole situation and evaluating it so that, you know, 
it occurred and we did what we could at the time, 
but sort of going over it in a way that we learned 
from ie 

Q. You will agree mind you, and 
the Commissioner pointed this out, that early or not 
all of these children did in fact die, they were not 
resuscitated? 


A. Thattemnagnt . 
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Now really if one was to err 


uu 


Q. 
could Phyllis Trayner be faulted for erring on the 
side of caution and calling the Code 25 just slightly 
i don"t think she could. 


You don't think, maybe I didn't 


earlier? 
A. 
0. 
phrase it right, what really do you see as a fault 
in someone calling a Code 25 a little earlier than 
you might, bearing in mind that these children 


obviously needed a Code 25 ultimately because they 
Lt dons tethinks it) is actually 


it is taking a few extra 
I think that was my 


A. 


all died? 


if) 2 could then link that. up in 


in calling the Code 25, 
seconds to assess the situation, 
main concern. 
Q. 
a second about Phyllis Trayner's behaviour at the 
First of all you have commented that you felt 
it was felt 


OF 


time. 
it was common knowledge - I am sorry, 
and discussed that maybe Phyllis Trayner was over- 
reacting and calling the Code 25's..too early, that 


Okay. 


A. 
it seemed clear that the comments about this behaviour 


was one feature about her behaviour. 
Q. A second one was, you said, 
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were focussed and localized on Phyllis Trayner, there 
was no concern about Christie, Brownless, Nelles, it 
was Phyllis Trayner that was in effect making these 
decisions about the early call, that is what I gather 
from your evidence anyway? 

A. Well, that she wouldn't take 
that time to assess ~ 

THE COMMISSIONER: Was it just Phyllis 
Trayner or was it the other members of the team? 

THE WITNESS: No, it was Phyllis. 

MR. SHANAHAN: Q I know you may not 
accept the wording, but she was fussing openly; being 
very vocal; I think you used the terminology 
"rehashing these things"; seeking a lot of reassurance, 
perhaps to the detriment of others not getting 
sufficient reassurance, these things too were 
focussed and localized on Phyllis Trayner? 

A. They were. 

0. As well as that I think you 
said that it was expressed from all the nurses on the 
team, on both teams, and I can give you a page and 
reference on that, Volume 98, would you agree? 

A. Yes. 

0. And as well as that it was 


especially picked up I think you said by Nurse Nelles? 
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1 
2 A. Well, she worked on 4A. 
3 Q. That is probably the reason why, 
4 but I am just saying do you agree that all the nurses 
5 commented that it is especially a cause of concern of 
é Nurse Nelles about Trayner's behaviour during this 
time period? 
; A. Prthnink £tcwas for all of us, 
8 not particularly one person more than another. 
9 Q. Now Nurse Costello gave evidence 
10 in Volume 96, and if you would just bear with me for 
11 a moment here, this is Volume 96 and it is at page 
12 1560. Nurse Costello notes about an interview she 
1B had with you and about concern and stress about 
working on the team parallel to Phyllis Trayner, and 
on page 1560 at line 16, it starts before about a 
J specific person being related to specific behaviour, 
16 the question from Ms. Cronk, or Mr. Hunt was: 
17 "0. All right, and what was that? 
18 "A. The behaviour was that Phyllis 
19 was inclined to take over the leader- 
20 ship role when the cardiac arrests 
and deaths happened." 
s This is Miss Costello's answer, not yours, I am 
a going to be asking yours too: 
23 "A. The behaviour was that Phyllis 
24 
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"was inclined to take over the leader- 
Ship role when the cardiac arrests 
and deaths happened." 

"0, Yes. 

"A And that Bertha expressed that 
she was now doing this to the extent 
that the rest of them felt dominated 
Or aylitc le Dik = “that therr 
performance in that role would be 
judged by Phyllis and not free to 
take full responsibility for their 
own Es) and Bertha, as team leader 
of 4B, was speaking as well on some 
of these deaths that were happening 
on 4B, where she was questioning her 
own feelings. She would have liked 
to be in charge and feel very 
competent and confident that she was 
in charge during those situations, 
and Phyllis' behaviour was inhibiting 


het 


And it comes down to line 13: 


"0. And Bertha Bell, she was not 
connected with Phyllis' team? 


"A. She was a team leader -- 
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1 

2 "0. But rather had her own team on 

3 4B?" 

4 That would be you: 

5 "0. But rather had her own team on 4B? 
P "A. Which usually worked at the same 

time that Phyllis' team.worked. 

/ bale And they worked parallel? 

: “A. | Yes? 

9 “0 All right. So Bertha normally I 
10 take it would not be involved with 

ii Phyllis in connection with the same 

12 patients? 

13 "A. NO, noe formally." 

There was a long question at the top of the next page 

"s but I think your answer sums it up: 

i "I think the issue with Bertha was 

16 that she also took the leadership role 
17 if the situation arose on 4B, which 

18 was where Bertha was the leader. 

19 "0 I see. So it was not just in 

20 connection with the cardiac arrests or 

resuscitation attempts on children in 

i arrest with respect to her own team, 
ze but it was with respect to Bertha's 

23 team as well? 

24 
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“Apa esis 

"Q And normally that would not have 
been Phyllis' role, I take it? 

AS NO 

Would you agree with Miss Costello's 
characterization of Phyllis Trayner's participation 
in deaths and arrests in other than her own specific 
ward, Ward 4A? 

A. Not, fully... Payvilis, again she 
was more vocal in this type of situation, whereas I 
am not as vocal as she is. However, things go along 
smoothly and it is not any kind of - like it never 
caused any problems with actually what was going on 
with the children. 

0. That is not really my question 
whether or not it caused problems with the children, 
IT hope it djdnit.. Whagel am saving to you is that 
Nurse Costello made notes of her meeting with you 
and she says that you expressed concern about Phyllis’ 
behaviour? 

A. Right. 

0. Now when Nurse Costello came here 
and was asked what that concern was, she expanded on 
the comment and said the comments I have said there. 


A. Yes. 
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~ — TORONTO, ONTARIO (Shanahan) 
1 
2 0. She said that Phyllis got off 
3 her own ward, got over into 4B when these arrests 
4 would occur, that she would barge in, if you like, I 
5 May be exaggerating, but barge in to a certain extent 
and take over, and that you after a while felt that, 
; I am the boss here, I am the leader of this team 
: and that she was coming in and that she was taking 
8 over and that you were expressing your concern to 
9 Nurse Costello. First of all, did you express that 
10 concern to Nurse Costello? 
11 A. I expressed a concern but it 
12 wasn't - no, that uehEe what I meant. 
3 Q. Do you disagree now with Nurse 
Costello's interpretation though of what you meant by 
14 
that concern? 
15 A. Yes. 
16 0. Well, would Phyllis Trayner come 
17 over to 4B and assist you in resuscitation attempts? 
18 A. Yes. 
19 Q. Did she at that time? 
; A. Yes. 
20 |; 
Q. Did she take over, did she get 
a in there and actually get involved in making the 
a decisions, and in fact initiate the CPR and things 
23 of that nature? 
24 


7 
[ J 
‘ os Ow 
- a & 


en of) | 
Ppa xe 
a oo ae y'ih oy. aa | 
7 1 haan i 7 ae _ ; . 7 : . 
i de ng snc sos Sse ot — < - 


co sericea ae ar | | ¥ 
| ead: s nigexont ma “nh 
i cla Teas pea rvtiet : ars ode 
ape ronan Stik ‘ms i 
Tageaoucee fue AE Qadings ey ene stadt Soe 


, 


a od TEmR- 


e “ 


——“. : a“ a 


OF WARDADD: FWOY palnewigne eae ey salt oap 15Ve 
andi nabrgxs wo is tf to jaxk? ieltieseqd satan ie 
ae | angie of wasdnep bl 

a - axtonoe # Banexqeo a 

| avn aad en alae. he 


inslshtaaaantde = 
| xe ann tie en eS eat gededo 


Careanes sais 


a A ae 
2. = 2 


= 

ne ee ee oe 
-» 
A el 


: 1 
A 
et 
a 
i“ 
pre sian? ax 
shale losb 
€ezpeen taeis to 


S 3 & F 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Beli, er.ex* 2954 
TORONTO, ONTARIO ( Shanahan ) 


A. She would be very vocal, she 
would initiate some things. 

0. Diae that? finally lead to 
causing you some concern? 

A. I felt that she should be 
talked to abouteit. 

0. It caused you enough of a 
concern that you felt perhaps she should be sort of 
redirected to look after your territory and what goes 
on there, and certainly assist Bertha Bell but you 
don't need, Bertha is competent, you don't need to 
get in there and run resuscitation attempts there 
on Bertha Bell's ward? 

A. I guess the idea for her to be 
a little less vocal during the situations on -- 

Q. By vocal you mean being vocal 
was giving orders? 

A. I was referring now to only to 
the actual arrest situation but afterwards as well 


when she was more vocal in seeking reassurance. 


Q. I know you were talking about that. 
A. Right. 
Q. But I was talking here, and I just 


want to try and confine it, that leaving her ward 


and coming over to your ward was causing you concern, 


a 
— 
Meh" | 7 * ena 


a\4c0-doyvans UoY Saad! 40 
30 F208 ado binedia ede) aqeitng 4139 roy 
e808 sare dns yrostite2 sae sea3e) dade ks os 
voy fud Lia srtted wes2ee vin Leste ‘bas 

oF bash 2° nobd tov + Inetocmed sana 


“be 
Me 
araty efqnedts jotisd taehest rere! oe i” af 
Se td 
(_buswee? faa « 


| o4 oF tad’ 162 esb. SAF Beeun t A. so) 


_ 


: : hes : 
H+ a0 zeobadusie Sea, poltub Lacey Seek Bidats ee 
: 7 ; 


isoov pried asam doy fesev Ye i) 
sesebae patele « 
. of “fon od Won tpalyssi63° sew A A 


| ‘low es abuawresis sud mol teusta, seoate) 


‘ponsiwweeset onlaese ni Leoov sic ge 


a 


ete sods pniAlss sxsw) oy word % o-. 
-thpis ‘ 


gant 1 bas),s2ed enialbs SAW. t 308 _) 


. Basw uot. oncvsel ged2 31 anitnos ons, ya oF new 
. ae © tae). LN 
| ,{=0009 Vov piievso saw Da6w Toy cl tsve paimo Sos 
| #8 


2 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex,. 2955 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Shanahan) 


and you say because she was vocal; and I am saying 
what you mean by vocal there is that in fact she was 
taking over and giving orders? 

A. I don't think that was the 
concern. 

0. To some other behaviour then 
with respect to Nurse Trayner, you had the issue 
about the early Code 25's; the complaints being just 
about her, from all the nurses, especially from Nelles; 
you have her fussing openly -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: I don't think she 
did say Susan Nelles? ; | 

MR. SHANAHAN: She didn't? 

THE COMMISSIONER: No. 

MR. SHANAHAN: All right. 

THE COMMISSIONER; At least that 
wasn't - please correct me if I am wrong. 

MR. SHANAHAN: No, I think you are 
fightsecspre 

THE WITNESS<onNo, ) that’ seraight. 

MR. SHANAHAN: Q. She was fussing, she 
was vocal, she needed assurance, she was getting 
involved in 4B to the extent it was causing you 
concern, am I right? 


A. Indon!ttthinkkthatfituwas getting 
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involved in 4B arrests that was causing concern, 
because that was not an abnormal situation, whereas 
I would be involved in the arrests on 4A. 

Q. Not getting involved, yes, it 
seems you have gone over to the other side to help to? 

A. Yes. 

0. But nobody ever complained about 
you going over or what you did when you got there? I 
am saying not getting involved per se, but the extent 
to which she got involved, how vocally she did get 
involved, caused you to take it to Nurse Costello, 
and this is one of cHueeeabirs. of Phyllis Trayner's 
behaviour over that time period, am I right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And again you say that - you 
come down to 4A I think in April, but somewhere I 
seem to recollect that the Trayner team and Nelles 
working with Trayner and these observations about 
Trayner would all localize from June 1 onwards? 

A. They would localize around the 
time of the arrest. 

0. No, but I am saying the first 
observations here about the early 25's, Code 25's, 
by definition and Bilodeau is the first one they did 


on 4A, we are talking about the month of June? 


Ad 
| | a 4 seen viele ha s888 sous t . 
| Vie _— ce ania tengo sft oF ss¥0 eno> Skt doe 

ae | se? A 

sudte Satieigans eve yhecon 21° Q l, i. 
tT 4exst2 Gop Wee wadW Bib poy “sew D 
Sebdeo ed? Qi! (ak seq beelove > en rzaeg eee DEX 
gap Bib ede Giiedev wor hor fovds top Ra Eten 


7 jelietes> wea aS Sh see ©2bON $52yh5 
a*seapes? abfiydt Be etouiss*® sue to ero aii 
¢f4gin’ To mae «Sorass { 4402 | 4SVO ee 
a | 
a." ° ae 7 : 

gov < sety Gee Voy Besps  °* 5 - 

La a 
+ oveawenbe 90¢, Edge ai tothe tT ae oe awoh amog . 

- 7 


| aeifod Bde Weed Serges? «2 ‘>? tosl loos oF bao 
(iti anda eeadt foe soe tsat d2iv prltToWw > 
| tateiownw f- areG Gott ssiisvol --6 bisow tenvest 
| 

we Oy | ge@236 642 30) amis 

setth of patyse me(T se6 0% , 
2°28 shed yates: ¢izes snr ghade sient snoitevisedo _ 
bib yous ano sexi? od ai waebolte Sas eots:otieS yd ia 
Seis 20 tdom att sdods) pals ic Sis ‘ow Ae ad) 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. Z295)) 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Shanahan) 


A. All wuight: 

THE COMMISSIONER: We are talking about 
the rmonth+ro£yJulya Eb think: 

MR. SHANAHAN: Yes, July, I am sorry. 

Q. And in terms of the complaints 
here about her getting involved in the increasing 
number of arrests on your ward, that too would have 
to be all localizing around, from June 30th onwards? 

A. Until the time of evaluation, yes. 

Q. por dh = A I Tee enese nad cropped up 
and had crystallized within the time period from late 
June-July 1 to your evaluation which I think was in 
October? 

A. The end of October, yes. 

0. Finally then Mr. Hunt put to you 
with respect to - quite apart from the nine-month 
period, that if you look at the number of nights 
that Mrs. Trayner 16 %on72t) 18/52 nights and that 
28 children died during those nights. Would you 
agree that is a startling coincidence, I put to you, 


one dying every second night approximately? 


A. In those terms, yes. 

Q. It is an amazing statistic, 
LS Care? 

A. Put in those terms, yes. 
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0. As well as that, it is something 
that came up the other day here, as I spoke to Miss 
Costello there was a time period right at the outset, 
I will just take a few seconds with you, it will be 
a lot quicker if you have the WIN sheets for. 4A, 


EXhibit 335. 
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1 
2 OQ Ioam initially looking: at ipage 
3 lot I may moveytoo fastisior yoummist vowthaveany dif- 
4 ficulty slow me up. But there is apparently here, 
5 you will see there on Sunday the 29th Mrs. Trayner 
under the name Morrin was working the long nights. 
6 
A. Right. 
7 ° 
Q. And we know that Woodcock died: 
8 during stha'ty lony night shift. 
9 A. Correct. 
10 Q. Aldpiright. And then you have 
11 Mrs. Trayner off for the following week, June 30th 
to July 6th. io. 
12 
A. Thats erin. 
13 
0. And coming back on long days from 
14 
the 7th: 
15 A. Right. 
16 0, And we know from looking at our 
4'7 tables that in fact there were no deaths during that 
18 time period when she's off, that's a week stretch. 
19 Much later in the schedule Phyllis Trayner gets 
married. You would recollect that knowing her, you 
20 
probably know that as well as we do. 
21 
A. Right. 
22 ©. All right. And that in those 
23 WIN sheets , the time yervoduthat 1 wartjto mirec 
24 
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you to, occurs in the week of August Sen paauat 
3lst. As I look at it here, it was a lot fresher 
in my mind the other day, but it appeared that on 
August s29th. Phyllis Traynereis: off - 
AsmpemeAuguste29th, right. 
er AlMISVignt eAndsit.you. can turn 
those pages then, the following week, September lst 


toevthsshels off. 


A. Right. 

Oz NV £02 vacation. 

A. Right. 

QO: The following week, the 8th of 


September to the 14th she's off. 


A. Correct. 

O- Takes some holidays in there. 

A. Thats sicht. 

Q. And the following week, September 


LSth, to 2lst she's, off again. 

A. Thattey vagnt;. 

On All right. And then finally 
returns the Wednesday the 24th of the following week 
and does a long night. 

A. On) then24th.,. right. 

Q. All right. And we have from our 


records, and I will ask you to accept it without me 
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having to go through exhibits, that in fact Baby 
Velasquez dies, is the last baby to die while Phyllis 
Trayner is at work in the month of August and that 
with the exception of Heyworth, and we will get into 
that in just a moment, no other baby dies that we 

are concerned with during that whole time period that 
she is off on her marriage, about 3 co 3-1/2 weeks, the 
next baby to die is when she returns on the 24th of 
September, the long nights, and chat is Baby Gage. 


So, with the exception of Heyworth, I think it is 


Heyworth -- let me just check my writing here. 
a Yes. 
Q. With the exception of Heyworth, 


that's the only child that dies in that whole time 
period. 

As Tf eyYOuU Say ates. 

Or All right. Now, Heyworth I think 
we have said was an 1l year old girl who was so ill 
that there was in fact a ‘do not resuscitate’ order 
placed on her charts. 

A. I am not sure if there was or not. 

OO. All right. I suggest to you there 
was and I suggest to you that when she does start to 
arrest and get iil that in fact that order is abided 


by and that there is no extraordinary resuscitation 
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procedure given to young Heyworth. You don't know? 

ie Todonac Know > 

Ox All right. Fair enough. Now, Mr. 
Hunt has given you when she is on, you have seen 
there when she is off. 

A. Right. 

Oc Bue one other child, Estrella. 
You mentioned about Estrella here. Estrella's records 
would be around the week of January 5th COntNe eee: 
Now, Mr. Registrar, could I have he ove dement OF 
Prima Facie Facts, 1. think it is Exhibit 2. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 3. 

MR. SHANAHAN: 3, right. 

oP We got very early, Mrs. Bell, 
an agreed statement of facts about certain things 


that didn't seem to be really in issue. 


A. Yes, I know that. 
O. Exhibit 3. One of the babies 
summed up on that, on page -- Janice Estrella on page 


61 and I am going to do this because for me to get 
Estrella's chart and take you through it, it simply 
would take very long. 

MS. KITELY: Mr. Shanahan, Mr. 
Commissioner, I don't have my copy. If my friend is 


going to refer atwlengtn to exhibit 3 1 wonder if) he 
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can read it to the witness while she is in the stand. 
MR. SHANAHAN: Well, I am going to read 

it to you because I have left my copy elsewhere. 
MS. KITELY: Ms. Thomson has graciously 

provided me with her copy. 
THE: COMMISSIONER: “ALI right. 
MR. SHANAHAN: Q. All right. It says: 
"This 3-month old girl with Down's 
Syndrome, patent ductus arteriosis, 
atrio-ventricular canal defect, and 
poorly controlled CHF was admitted on 
14 December for elective surgical 
repair of her cardic anomaly. This was 
performed on 16 December and on 28 
December she was transferred from the IC 
to Ward 4A. Post-operatively she re- 
mained in CHF and digoxin therapy was 
resumed. At 0700 hours on 7 January, 
1981 she suffered a respiratory arrest 
and was successfully resuscitated. A 
digoxin level measured at 0820 hours on 
7 January was 9.4 nanograms per 
millilitre, and digoxin was discontinued. 
Repeat serum digoxin measurements 


collected on 8 and 9 January were 7.8 and 
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1 
2 4.7 nanograms per millilitre respectivel 
3 She continued to be in relatively poor 
4 condition. Throughout the day and even- 
5 ing of 10 January her pulse was stable 
but she fed poorly and was tachypnac 
: despite receiving 50% to 60% oxygen by 
é hood. At 2330 hours on 10 January a 
8 physician noted that her respiratory 
9 rate was 'still elevated', but no 
10 intervention was made. At 0240 hours on 
i1 ll January she began gasping. Cardiac 
- TO THtKe TM CU EETCS sudden onset of brady- 
cardia. A 'Code 25' was called, 

resuscitation efforts were unsuccessful, 
e and she was pronounced dead at 0322 
15 hours. Autopsy findings were consistent 
16 with premortem diagnoses. At autopsy 
17 a specimen of bloody fluid (blood, 
18 edema fluid) was collected from the 
o peritoneal cavity." 

Now, do you recollect on the 7th of January at about 
_ 7 in the morning Estrella having a respiratory arrest 
au and resuscitation being given to her? 
22 A. Yes, I do. 
23 OF Your do7sadierright. And if you look 
24 


25 
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at your WIN sheets there on the 7th of January -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: Which one? 
MR. SHANAHAN: I'm sorry, this would 
be the WIN sheets for 4A. This is Exhibit 335. 
©? I think you have it in front 
of you, do you, Mrs. Bell? 
A. Yes, 2) ao. 
Os Mrs. Trayner would have been on 
the long night shift that would commence on the 6th. 
A. Thats: Frgie: 


3 That would have commenced at 


7 in the evening and be over around 7:15 the following 
morning. 

A. Thats * correct. 

Q. At 8:20 that morning after she 
is resuscitated a digoxin level is taken and it bears 
out at 9.4. I think we have had evidence really it 
bears out -- what they do is, they dilute two samples 
that are 4.7 each and it is really somewhere greater 
than 9.4. 

In any event, that was taken at 8:20. 
The dosage normally would be given at 9 at night and 
another at 9 that morning. 

A. RLGht: 


QO: Am’ I *right? 
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1 
2 Ne Unless we had a digoxin eee 
3 to be done that we knew of. 
4 Q. All right. So, it is taken at 
5 8:20 which would be 11-1/2 hours later almost after 
‘ the other prescribed dose at 9 the previous evening. 
A. Right. 
. Os And we have heard that that was 
8 so there wouldn't be confusion over the readings. I 
9 take it though that the order to hold it would be SO 
10 that the 9:00 dose wouldn't be given. 
11 A. Mate nLgnt, raght. 
2 Q. ALL right. So, ostensibly it is 
P held for the next two days and the next two days, the 
7th and the 8th, if you look at the WIN sheets Phyllis 
sis Trayner is not on. 
15 A. Right. 
16 OF And the results appear to be 
17 dramatic because on the 8th down it goes to 7.8 and 
18 the 9th down it goes to 4.7. 
6 Ne Right. : 
Os Ali Seroht PVbaAnd<that tis justetixrom 
z the facts I read to you. Then on the 9th and the 10th 
~ Phyllis Trayner is back on. 
22 A. RIgGnt. 
23 QO. And the llth she is on the long 
24 
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1 

2 nights. 

3 Ae Right. 

4 OF The baby dies on the long night 

4 and do you know what we know, that in fact the reading 
on that sample taken on Estrella was in the 70's? 

; A. I know of it now, yes. 

‘ Q. And would you agree with me as 

8 well that that course with respect to Estrella having 

9 an arrest when the digoxin level was greater than 9.4 

10 and barely Surviving and Phyllis Trayner being on. 

As RaSh: 

Oz Phyllis Trayner being off, the 
digoxin being held, the rate going down, Phyllis 
Trayner. coming back on, the baby dying shortly there- 

14 after and the rate being I would say to you sky high 
15 again, isn't that true again in terms of association 

16 really something that is uncanny? 
17 A. Yes. 
18 QO. Yes; ablericght:: 
- Now, in terms of another topic here 
in terms of splitting up the group here. There seemed 
= to be a reference in October ae voor Power's 
“ feelings that she didn't want to have any groups 
22 split up. 
23 A. Right. 
24 
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1 
2 Q. Well, where was Karen Power, was 
3 she on one of the day -- she was on the other -- 
4 let me put it this way. If you and Trayner were 
5 parallel shifts on 4A and 4B, parallel teams, 
P I gather that Karen Power and someone else were 
parallel teams. 

: A. That's right. 
6 QO: As well, all right. And you said 
9 that you were aware they didn't want to split the 
10 teams up but you didn't think it was anything that 
11 was personal, was anything that was directed against 
i Nelles or Trayner, specifically Trayner. 

A. That’ s©right: 
13 

Q. Right. But I suggest to you that 
és that doesn't really bear off. After all, if they 
15 changed teams they were still going to work in the 
16 same hospital, they were still ultimately going to 
17 work with the same group of patients, be they very 
18 sick or not so sick, they were going to be infants 
19 in cardiology, you will agree there. 

A. Right. 
20 

Ol They were ultimately going to have 
a to do their two weeks On nights, their two weeks on 
22 days, regardless. 
23 A. Yes. 
24 
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1 
2 ah In terms of the drugs, you are 
3 yeahs Lil going to have to get over dealing with all the 
4 drugs and digoxin no matter what your fears might be 
5 about dispensing it. 
A. Right. 
6 . 
Or And your job responsibilities 
7 ; 
either as a nurse or as a team leader that Karen Power 
8 might be are still going to be the same. 
9 A. Right. 


Q. Really then the only thing that 
would directly affect those nurses by having their 
teams split up and aeeinerney combinations of 
employees struck up there would be no change in the 
wards, no change in the type of nursing they did, no 
change in the kind of drugs or responsibilities, the 
only change would be the association of new 
personnel and specifically Nelles and Trayner. 

A. If that was the idea of splitting 
off people, you would split everyone up. 

| Q. Well, assuming that the idea was 
that we worked with that same group of people, we 
have picked chem we have put these people together 
but we will change the combinations. 

AY Right: 


Q. I would suggest to you then that 
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is that these people 


1 
the inescapable conclusion 
Phyllis Trayner. 


can't say that. 


2 
didn't want to work beside 
a 
will you agree that if you 


3 
A. No, 
Q. Well, 
analyze it the way I have, you take out those factors 
that by splitting up the teams the ward is going to 
the peered care. 


stay the same, 
A. Right. 
The only factor really that is 


Q. 
going to change is who you work with. You are 
not now working with Bertha Bell or Karen Power or 


what have you, you are now working with Phyllis 
Trayner at the very least and maybe Susan Nelles. 


Righs.. 
And I would suggest 


A. 
Os Allwright. 
to you again that really the inescapable conclusion 


is that it wasn’t dayeshitt or miqhtushitt that 
it was that they did not want to work 


concerned then, 
I don't honestly think that was 


with Phyllis Trayner. 
A. 


what was in their minds. 
All right. And if I were to sug- 


03 
gest to you that by October you agreed it was by 


late October, you have gone into Mrs. 


October, 
Costello and expressed your concerns that Phyllis 


24 
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25 


1 
2 Trayner's behaviour had become so odd and so strange, 
3 her seeking reassurance, vocal outbursts, all the 
4 other things that we have gone through here, that not 
5 only had you observed them but others had observed 
, them and they wanted no part of working with her. 
A. With her? 
4 
Q. Yes. 

8 A. No. 
9 Lo. Was there a fear that if you went 
10 up there on the night shift and you owes with Nurse 
i1 Trayner that given the way nursing works, be it constan 
12 care or shared care or having a number of babies, there 

was really no way that you could watch your baby full 
n time and be sure that no one got to her or got to him 
m and that that was the concern in terms of being 
15 associated with that team? 
16 AS No, I don't think so. 
17 OF You don't think so. The meeting 
18 at Liz Radojewski's house. It has been pointed out 
19 it was outside of the Hospital for Sick Children and, 

as I recollect it, all other meetings were inside the 
- hospital. Is it the only meeting that you can 
as recollect between nurses at the time it was held 
22 outside the Hospital for Sick Children? 
23 me I believe there was a meeting held 
24 
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with Karen Power's team outside the hospital. 


(Oy Yousthinkoso? 
A. Yes. 
Os I will accept that, I am getting 


these nods here,people know the evidence better than 
mes. SAld zraghtke 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, was this 
a meeting to do what? 

THE WITNESS: Again, it was with the 
stress of all the arrests. I bed dere they had had 
an arrest and we were going to discuss it. 

MS. KITELY: It has been referred to 
several times in the communications book. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, when did it 
take place? 

MS2r"CRONK&2i October 23rd;. sir, 1980. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, yes, that one, 
yes. 

MR. SHANAHAN: All right. That was 
the meeting with Karen Power saying that one of the 
topics is the splitting of the teams. 

A. Yes. 

on I see, all right. And that meet- 
ing was outside the hospital as well? 
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2 Qi. Yes, all right. So, there were 
3 two meetings that you know of outside of the hospital. 
4 A. That i Cansthink OL, ves, riagnt. 
Q. I take it that it wasn't really 
a common occurrence that as nurses you would take 
the time and effort that those even off work would 


later meet at somebody's house to have a meeting and 
discuss things, I would say it wasn't common. 
Well, we had never had these 


8 
A. 
circumstances before, so, I can't say whether it was 


a common occurrence. 
AIl right. Well, let me say to you 


6 
then that really there was something secretive clearly 


that in fact it could have been 


about this meeting, 
held quite easily at a change of shift within the 


hospital, there were meeting rooms there. The fact 


that no one was told, that is, no police officers were 
and the fact it was held, as it 


— rs rs = ee — 
no Gm cS Ww SN = 


subsequently told, 
was, off the hospital grounds, I am suggesting to you 


/ 
18 
that in fact it was a meeting of nurses that was 
intended to be kept secret. 
20 
21 
Zz 
23 
24 


25 
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A. I don't believe it was. 
OF But -- 
A. I believe the stress came 


from the Hospital. 

Ot All right. 

A. And you could remove a bit of 
the stress by taking the meeting to another place | 
like somebody's home and perhaps discuss the stress 
that we felt that was imposed through Hospital. 

O° But in fact it was kept a 
secret? a ae 

A. I don't know if it was kept 
arsecret?*-it*wasn “tr -intentionat.* slt"wasn “t°irnten— 
tional_on my part and there was a number of people. 
You have at least 10 people that know about a meeting. 
I wouldn't refer to that as secretive. 

Oe All right. It was all nurses; 
it was no doctors? 

A. There were no doctors there, 
no. 

o. I suggest to you that a certain 
frustration and then anger and even hostility and 
right now I am not using it in the bad sense of the 
word, hostility vis-a-vis the Hospital, Hospital 


administration, how they were approaching the problem 
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of the rising amount of deaths, that this frustration 
and hostility and anger, if you like, came out at the 
meeting. 

A. Some frustration and anger 

came out. 

Q. isthinksthere twas asreference 
to Karen Power in various notes. She really feels 
they are not supportive. Was that. right? 

A. She felt that they weren't 
supportive. 

OF _By this time - I may be a 
day out of sequence - by this time had you had the 
episode with the supervisors coming in, new super-. 
visors, watching administration of the drugs, babies 
being shipped off the ward and no further babies 
admitted? Has that routine set in yet? 

A. That is what caused the stress 
for us to have this meeting. 

‘OF Ald wight. eede thinks that#had 


happened just that day, had it not? 


A. No. It had occurred on the 
Sunday. 

Q. Sunday ? 

A. And the meeting was held on 


the Monday night. So you would have the team that 
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worked the Sunday days, you would have the team that 
worked the Sunday nights, plus you would have the 
teams that worked the Monday days, and that would 


also affect the people that worked Monday nights. 


OF Aliveright. 

A. They would all be four different 
teams. 

Q. So it all had. happened and all 


the teams had experienced it, and you had this 
meeting on a Monday night of nurses only at Liz 
Radojewski's house? =... - 

A. Except for the nurses that . 
were at work Monday night. 

QO. It-suggest.to)jyou,that-in-£act 
the hostility and frustration right there is focused 
on the Hospital and how the Hospital is approaching 
this and you feel badly done by. You as a group, 
badly done by by the Hospital that in some way your 
professionalism, you as a team leader, the nurses in 
terms of their competence were being called in to 
question by these locking techniques, by these 
double checks, by bringing the supervisors in and 
by not bringing any more babies in for you to care, 
and that there is the real hostility and the battle 


line is drawn; that in fact it is now them versus us. 
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A. I think the frustration came 


from not knowing any of the reasons why those things 
were being implemented. If we would be given a 
reason for those implementations that Gecurred on 
Sunday, like we had frustration going from that, yes. 

Os But I am suggesting, not just 
the frustration, but I am suggesting as the meeting 
culminates and Miss Power's anger and frustration 
are not resolved, that in fact it is clear thata 
lot of you are going to sit together as i think the 
comment is made by Miss Nelles and you are going to 
see it through together and there is this feeling 
united we stand. 

A. It is a feeling of support 
during a stressful time, and the person that would 
know the kind of stress that you would be under is 
the people that you have been working with. And the 
stress is felt all throughout, throughout the arrest, 
the number of deaths, occurrences on that weekend, 
so it was just a matter of support. 

We had never been through anything 
like this and we didn't understand. We didn't have 
any answers. So I couldn't see going to anyone else 
for support but somebody other than had been there. 


Oe I am not suggesting you turned 
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- to the wrong people. I am suggesting to you how it 
was resolved really was - and it was even vocalized - 
that in fact you reached a pact that you would stick 
together as nurses and that if anybody suspected you 
were either incompetent or negligent, from then on 
you as a group would stick together and you would 
unite. And in fact Nelles brings up about legal 
advice and somebody brings up about going to the 
Nursing Association. Is that a fair summation? 

A. No. 

Q. I. suggest you did stick 
together from herareoain and that your approach 
that Mr. Hunt and Mr. Percival had spoken of with 
the police officers is really just an extension and 
a carrying forward of that agreement, if you like, 
that you are going to stick together and you are 
going to see it through. 

A. That is not right. 

O~ All right. And I would suggest 
to you that the very fact that you can't even accept 
Mr. Hunt's basic premise yesterday in a question 
that in fact maybe these deaths are deliberate, and 
if they are deliberate and before he could go any 
further your position repeatedly was I can't accept 


the basic premise that any nurse that I knew or worked 
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ir 
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with could deliberately do that. 

And I suggestito you that even just 
your refusal intellectually to accept that is part 
of this pact, this agreement, that you are not going 
to even entertain the thought that one of your fellow 
nurses could have done this deliberately. 

A. I don't believe it is part of 
that pact that you are talking about, no. 

oe I would suggest to you that 
the indiscretion of you even talking with Phyllis 
Trayner about your evidence as recently as you have 
is once again part of this -- 

MS. CRONK: I'm sorry / ‘six jcthateuts 
not the evidence of this witness. 

THE COMMISSIONER: i wmesormy. Eidtan'’t 
quite get the -- | 

MR. SHANAHAN: Q. Did you not speak 
with Mrs. Trayner recently -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: February the 2nd 
i think, wasn’t eit? 

MR. SHANAHAN: Q. Was it not brought 
up about the fact that you were giving evidence and 
going to give evidence about seeing her at an IV line - 

THE COMMISSIONER: Nova no: 


MR. SHANAHAN: No? 
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THE COMMISSIONER: I think the 
evidence was that she didn't discuss that. 

MR. SHANAHAN: Oe LOusa1dn ¢t 
discuss that? Can we clarify that? 

A. That is r©rignt. 

Oz All right." Let me go to ground 
level here 3 

Did you discuss anything about your 
evidence here at this Commission? 

A. No. All that was said was 
that she was aware that I was being next at the 
Grange. She had heard through the media that I was 
the next person and that was it. We discussed our 
children, to each other, and that was it. 

O- So nothing - I hear all these 


comments here behind me, the Grange now is a place. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I- think 42t-as~an 
art gallery. 

MR. SHANAHAN: ALL LiLo hc. 

THE COMMISSIONER: lt is the right 


side of Yonge Street but the wrong side of University. 
MR. SHANAHAN: Q. So the sum total 

is although there has been contact with Nelles and 

Trayner over the months, but specifically Nurse 


Trayner and this Commission, your evidence is that 
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you have never discussed with her the way the 
evidence has been developing? 

A. Thatecserednt. 

O; What your evidence is that 
you might give? 

A. Tater oeriahine 

Q. All right. But she has 
certainly contacted you and she certainly knows you 


are up and she was interested? 


A. Le Se =o 

Q. All right. 
a: -- because we worked together. 
or Just jumping for a second here. 


You say that Trayner phoned you at home one morning 
and told you that her team had been broken up and 
I assume asked you had your team been broken up and 
you said no..it hasn't, and she said to you roughly 
when you get in there can you see what else is up 
and I will be calling you later and she goes call 
you later that day in the evening. 

A. She had called me the night 
just before I went in for long nights again. 

Ors ALL right. 

A. And had said that she was asked 


to stay home -- 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 2982 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Shanahan) 
Q. All right. 
A. -- because of the high stress 


level on the ward, and had I or that I knew of any- 
body else on my team had they been asked to stay 
home. 

I told her no, that as far as I knew 
I was expected to be at work, and she said, well, 


I will call you later if you know anything. 


Qt She does call you later? 

A. She does. 

Q. : You got two calls in the same 
day? 

A. Same night. 

O's That Nelles or Trayner's team 


has been sent home? 

A. Right: 

O« I would suggest to you too 
thatthe gist of it in both calls too is that Trayner 
isn't too appreciative of her team being disbanded 


and she being at home, even though it is with pay; 


——— 


she would like to be back in the firing line and 
back on the ward and acting as a nurse and working as 
a nurse and the team leader? 

A. My feeling was she was not 


happy with the reason why -- 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Beli;acr: ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO ( Shana han ) 
QO. ALITEriGne, 
A. -- that she was being asked to 


stay home. 

Qs All right. Not happy with 
the reason why, and I would say to you the next 
corollary of that is and-would therefore prefer to 
be back and express to you directly that she wanted - 
that you were back and I want to be. back and I 
should be back there too. 

Ass No. 

0. _ I would think that if you are 
under an awful lot of stress and had as many deaths 
on your shift as Nurse Trayner, that in fact someone 
suggesting to you, listen, take a breather, take a 
few days off, it is on us, you will still get paid, 
that would just be the right medicine and you 
wouldn't be wishing to get back on the firing line 
at ative 

A. But this stress had gone on 
before that. The idea of the reason why they chose 
this time was not there. 

OF All right. As you have heard 
just over the months about the deaths of certain 
babies, Lombardo, Hines, Pacsai, Miller, Cook, some 


babies who had normal hearts subsequently autopsied, 


_ er 
_ a ah ES “ii: finest pak 
a iam maaievedte bivow ths 21 ser Be pune 
MO Nitanri ony Ges stergxe Sus tent 'sa- ~ 
| Pb died st oF tosw © kaa Yamd, etsy Low + ects, | 
; eat 20902 Arad ad Wibod 
«ov 7 
} 836 obey Sh pede ed bloow 7 0 
attach ymepl 26 Set bas ee0c272 '% Sol lutws ras yohru 
wireonoe, 2002 af Seas ywemperT 4x1dh eA FT1E suey Ao er 
a Rind »VStem B ASaD ,arseil ,VdY OF Paiszasyrie at 
Bing dog-hhsa Afty vey eu woes. \tleveb Wer os 
soy Btia sit adben Sipix sis 44 salit bidew tady 


poll paicid edd ne fad dep of eaide:w sd 2! hlvow 


ol 


Tits 26 

ne snp Sad oversa anee au8 A i 
; seeda yerts Yet one O82 Bo neh oft 62415 s20le0 
P oasis 200 SSW emi? zig 


ie Ge 


bxeed avad soy ak -tdpes SLA 9 
nteases to adgaah ors dueds sioner ad jzeva Jeut 


ame , dood si tae siseont s@edih .obusdnel .esidad ' 
belagosue yLnevpeadie i Lal Ofw ealgad |. 5 


aa ~~ 9 
» 


ee Bell, cr.ex. 2984 
cee cee (Shanahan) 


some babies that were not prescribed digoxin but 
digoxin was found in their tissue and in their blood - 
Be Right. 
Q. Do you have any theory to offer 
us here - you wouldn't entertain from Mr. Hunt it. 
might be deliberate - do you have any theory as to 


how these deaths could have happened? 


A. NOpiledon st. 

Q. No? Do you think it might be 
errors® 

A. I don't know. 

©. . You,qon {tt ~know. es. know that; 


we don't know either, but do you think it might be 
errors? 

Aust I don't know. I would have to 
be an expert in many areas. 

MR. SHANAHAN: Yes... Allyrighnt. 
Thank you very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. Shanahan. 

Mr. Ortved, what do you want to do? 

MR. ORTVED: I can complete my 
cross-examination by one o'clock. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Okay. Let's do 


thats 


Be si 5029 hensiaans 2 SACD 


ea mk eae iin 


Tans? sate o 7 a ee 
OH Siete BF Mets Woy go Sou 10 


swore 3* nob I aA 
(EH Wome Da Nak! 2) 0h vor 4) 
wad itekm 2 Nmkiid “Woy. ob! Jud visite wore. 2 


oH. avaa'hiewe 4 wena ob lee lm 
eyed s | 


- 25936 YP Aa, ak aa ond . 


opine ts, —0% : CABARARE “AM 
| ion chal eee 
oy aaesT MEM ee HOD SET 
. 1 th eh aastais . Iv 
ae nine we saaytao a 
" saote* 4d nortan -msxe=eeo79 
eval a eae 
«tees 


-"; 


t 


ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. Bell, cr.ex. 2985 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Ortved) 


CROSS~EXAMINATION BY MR. ORTVED:. 

OQ. I am Neils Ortved and I act 
for certain of the doctors at the Hospital, Mrs. Bell, 
and I am going to be very, very brief you will be 
glad to hear. 

I want to take you to your interviews 
with the police, specistcaliy the two interviews 
that you have told us accurred in relation to Baby 
Miller and Baby Estrella. Do you recall those? 

A. RiGtti. 

Ole And specifically I want to 
take you to that portion of your meeting with 
Constable Murray at the time that you asked him 
whether he was still considering other suspects. 

Do you recall that? 

A. Yes. 

Or And you told us that your 
reason for asking that question was to ascertain 
from him whether that was so because of your concern 
about the babies on the ward? 

A.  heswas. 

QO. That was a query that came 
from yous not, from Constable Murray; is that correct? 

A. He had said do you have any 


questions, and that was one of my concerns, so the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell; Cr .ex:< 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Ortved) 


question came from me. 

O% All right. And as to whether 
or not there was consideration of other suspects 
was your question, not something that came from 
Constable Murray? 

A. Right. 

OF And his response you have told 
us in answer to that query on your part was "You 
would be surprised by the evidence that we have"; 


2S Chater gic? 


A. The word "surprise", definitely, 
yes. 

Q. Is that something you recall 
specifically? 

A. yooe at iss 

O« And what did you take it that 


he meant by that? That they had a lot of evidence or 


not very much evidence? 


we Obviously that they had evidence. 
Oy That they had a lot of evidence? 
ia Right. 
©’. And it wasn't explained? 
AS No. 
Or I take it that you assumed 


that it wasn't your business to ask what the evidence 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, Crsex. 2987 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Ortved) 


was against the suspect that they had arrested? 

A. I believe he said he couldn't 
GOeInNLo Le ¢ 

Q. All right. And I take it that 
that would just be natural as far as you are concerned 
that you weren't necessarily entitled to know the 
evidence they had? 

Ae Well, I am the person that 
goes and give information and he is the policeman 
that does the investigating, so... 

Q. Right. And I take it from what 
little you know about police investigations it 
wouldn't surprise you that Mr. Murray was not ina 
position to provide you with the details of the 
information they had? 

A. I know nothing of police 
investigations. Right. 

ole Did you take it from that 
answer that they were satisfied with the suspect 
that they had in fact arrested? 

A. I would think so, yes. 

OF Was it your impression arising 
out of that comment made by Inspector Murray that 
he was interested in any speculation on your part 


regarding suspects other than Miss Nelles? 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Ortved) 2988 
A. There was no invitation for 

speculation, no 
THE COMMISSIONER: ism: SOrryGd your 


question was what? Did you take it he was interested? 
MR.. ORTVED: Thatels rignt. 
Os Was it your impression that 

he was interested in having you speculate about 


Suspects other than Miss Nelles? 


THE COMMISSIONER: And what was your 
answer to that? 

THE WITNESS: No. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You would take it 


what does that mean? 

THE WITNESS: There was no 
invitation to speculate on anybody else. 

MR. ORTVED: There was no invitation 
to, but what was your impression, that he wanted you 
to Or nous 

A. No. 

0; And then going to the meeting 
you have told us about with Sgt. Warr - well, let 
me just ask you in relation to investigating murders, 
this is something that you don't have any experience 
in? “Right? 


A. Thateierraghik. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell , CreexX. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Ortved) 
O's That is something in which I 


take it you in the context of that interview with 
the police assumed that they had expertise and you 
did not? 


AO* Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 2990 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Ortved) 


Q. Going to your meeting with 
Constable Warr, was it on that occasion that you, 
according to your best recollection, think that you 
volunteered to him that it wasn't your impression 
that Susan Nelles had been on the shift that Baby 
Estrella had died? 

A. Right. 

Q. And was that in fact something 


that you volunteered to Sergeant Warr? 


A I had said it, yes. 

0. Because it was aconcern you had, 
I take it? * 

A. Right. 

0. I take it it was a concern you 


had because you were not convinced in your own mind 
that Susan Nelles was necessarily responsible for 
the death of Baby Estrella, is that right? 

A. I couldn't place her there, 
thats right, 

0. So whatever else you may be 
criticized for, whether rightly or wrongly, you did 
volunteer at least that item of information to the 
policerecorrect? 

A. Corrects 


Q. And I take it that one of your 


‘ROVE: 


; ii 7, 7 ; 


eh 


dane widen becchath oo gta id y 7 + 


( 
. iu ah ae ee aie 
shite Sats pioizguoo +504 ne as, omy efewisidateno? = i 
a; oe - : r 
wo fate atrids (no tsoolioos: 1638 toy € ry 


7 Ot oat 
a 5 “gullveeste bey 2' he sv ti 38 ig mist OF. poxded Amie pa 
: ae Eee ; a 

wiee g8f2 JPide sos no a5e6 fad eatcah nal ari 7 _ 


chetb bad alfeates 
— 


. I 
os i sie A - 


ie : , 
ae oatdfenos 2953 gi Yaris 22W Ona a ie an -_ " 
" a q ( : _ : 
“sae tussvec2 oy botsssaulrev we todo 
| , DAY 4 Mat *si, I A 

7 peak voy OtenortGoa fiw ) #2194668 i) . ut 
mes Ss ate j - 

: st 
£ 
ae 
vey azemles & BSW 2: 4 tas § p . + 
ot 
helm avp toey cé Secnivac> 30: saaw yey Sanensd 644: — 
sot sldiagoqasx yilzsecsoor eav soliter regua 3esis 
$3tods. gens 21 .xillotaesd yaad to igesob opt 
,eveds sei epaia J’ ablsico 1 A 7 
ae 4 
ddisia'2‘je02 
’ 7 7 
ed yam voy eeio tsvededw 2 b - ‘ 


9 
bib woy .elemodw so Yhidels tedstw \rol bomoidis 
ais of colssmgotgt to mest tens jeeet 25 yesiquley ya 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bern, Cr.ex. 2991 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Ortved) 


purposes in volunteering that to him was to suggest 
to them that they might perhaps consider persons 
other than Miss Nelles, right? 

A. BRIGKhGs 

Q. And what was the response on 


the part of Sergeant Warr? 


A. There was no response. 

0. In fact there was no interest 
whatever? | 

A. That straght. 

0. And I am just curious, because I 


don't have that statement, can you assist me, you 

have reviewed it, as to whether that particular 

comment on your part found its way into your statement? 
NOT Sa tOdidn' te? 
Rte atan! £2 
No. 


You have reviewed it, have you? 


A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. Yes, I have. 
Q. It is not there? 

A. That’s cagnt. 

MR. ORTVED: Thank you, those are all 
my questions. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, thank you. 


Then we will rise until 2:30. 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE &co.tto. Bell 2992 
SS TORONTO, ONTARIO 
M.3 

1 

2 MS. CRONK: Can we take a time 

3 estimate, Mr. Commissioner? 

4 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we can do 
5 that and see what the situation is. Mr. Roland has 
A no questions? 

MS. THOMSON: No, sir. 

, THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Knazan? 

. MR. KNAZAN: No questions. 

9 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Labow? 


MR. LABOW: Twenty minutes to half an 
hour. t 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Tobias? 

MR. TOBIAS: Half an hour, Mr. 
Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: We might, we might, 
but what happens if we don't, how long do you think 
you will be, Miss Kitely? 

MS. KITELY: I will be at least 30 
minutes and maybe long¢r. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think probably 
what we will do is, I don't think we can finish, and 
it is too late to suggest that we go on tomorrow. I 
think we will just have to probably stand over all 
the re-examination until Monday, but if we do get 


through it - because Mr. Brown has some questions 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell 299'3 
TORONTO, ONTARIO ; 


and perhaps some of the other counsel might want to 
have some other questions. 

MS. CRONK: I asked if we could get 
the schedule because of bringing witnesses for Monday 
morning. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, but whatever 
it will be it will be some time on Monday we will 
proceed with the next witness. 

Yes, Miss Kitely? 

MS. KITELY: Excuse me, sir, by re- 
examination do you mean both Ms. Cronk and I? 

THE COMMISSIONER: I meant you, I was 
just asking you. 

MS. KITELY: You said all re-examination 
on Monday. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think so, but I 
am not going to promise that, I am not going to 
guarantee that. If things go faster I want you to be 
ready to go and I want Miss Cronk to be ready to go. 

MS. KITELY: Lam ready. 

wee) THE COMMISSIONER: And if we are 

getting close to completing we will complete. If on 
the other hand we are not close and it comes pretty 
close to 4:30 and neither you nor Miss Cronk have 


been called on, then I will put you both over until 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Monday morning. 
MS. KITELY: Thank you, sir. 
THE COMMISSIONER: All right, until 


2s 50; tien. 


--- Luncheon recess. 
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Bell, cr. ex. 
ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO. ONTARIO ( Labow) 2995 


=--Upon resuming at 22355p.m- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Labow. 

MR. LABOW: Thank you, Mr. Commissioner. 
Good afternoon. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Are you, is this -- 

MR. LABOW: My turn, apparently. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I am delighted 
to see you, but i isn’t your turn, 16 i162 

MR. LABOW: Mr.Knazan doesn't have any 
questions. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I beg your 
pardon, it is your furnse thant i itake it back. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. LABOW: 

0. Good afternoon, my name is 
Steven Labow and we represent the parents of six of 
the children named in this time period. The only 
child that we represent that you seem to have any 


recollection about was Paul Murphy. 


A. Ragit. 

OF Who died on the 23rd of August. 
A. That is. right. 

O. And you were apparently on the 


long night shift son chew22nd. 
A. I was. 


O7 And did you know Paul Murphy 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell g cr. Xe aN 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 


from before? 
AS Tr had -from “5A. 
OF ¥You-told us that Mrs. Trayner 


told you that he wasn't doing well. 


A. Yes. 

Orn Do you recall when she told you 
that? 

A. No. 

Q. Did she indicate anything 


specific was wrong with Paul Murphy? 

A. I don*t recall anything specific 
right now, she So ildtiva va 

Q. Now, he was in the hospital on 
this occasion four or five days, do Hope seat seeing 
him at all before the Higneror sine 23rd 


A. I knew he was in there but I 


don't think I saw him the long night of the 23rd. 


o- Did you go in when he first 
arrested? 

A. Yes, I did. 

oO". Did any of the nurses indicate to 


you how he had been just prior to his arrest? 
A. Just a few minutes before you mean? 
O°. Yes. 


A. The nurse that was looking after 
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TORONTO, ONTARIGO (Labow) 


him had said that he was sitting up and speaking to 
her one minute and then he just sort of stopped and 
closed his eyes and there was nothing. 

OR Did she say that it was unexpected 

A. I guess in the manner that he 
was sort of speaking to her one minute and the next 
Minute he wasn't, yes, that would be unexpected. 

Ox Was that somewhat unusual for a 
ehiid in his condition? 

A. IT ydonit think BG nO’. 

O° Now, you knew Phyllis Trayner 


well from Ward 5A prior to the move? 


A. We had worked together occasionall 
O% Did you know most of the nurses 
on 5A? 
A. Yes. 
Os Now, prior to moving down to 


Ward 4A/B you have indicated that on a number of 
occasions that Mrs. Trayner's lack of assessment and 
being too quick to institute cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation and things like that, did they also 
occur on Ward 5A? 

A. Not that I was aware of, no. 

(ee Did the fact that Mrs. Trayner 


required a lot of reassurance, is that something that 
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came to your attention on Ward 5A? 
A. I didn't work with her as closely 


on 5A as I did on 4A/B, so i wouldn*t know. 


Os Did it come to your attention? 

A. On 5A? 

on On 5A. 

A. No. 

Or Did you ever work together on 
5A? 

A. I think occasionally. 

Oy But not very often. 

A. No. 

On Did you ever hear when you were 


on 5A any indications that she sought too much re- 


assurance? 
A. No. 
O: That she was very vocal? 
A. No. 
Os Or that she may not assess things 


to a great enough degree for things like this? 

A. I hadn't heard anything like that 
on 5A. 

Olen So the first time you had heard 
anything like this was after you had moved down to 


4A/B. 


eee oe 


ee 


a | Tun i 
. ute 


: J ; ‘ 7 : _ 
no sedsepot, AtTOWw toys Ley bid 59 wits 


vilangsgenoe taint T it 
.aesto. levy 2008 iy 8 0 
ee oe 
. yew voy as atiizped xe¥e nov bee 59 


~ay deem vod Ieued- si jend emobsacibat Yas ae a 
secant 


ou 8 

‘eteiee wee epvisds oaf% 9a 

Mt A 

2pnisio aah bok: dout bos ena jado a0 .ClG 
¢epia suit gedbiia! 10% serteb otions seane 2 

jars ohh prtagves faned Finbsth x ‘i 


syeei Bayt wov- sates saxty aid 08 ' 49 


od awa Bevent pany sSastah ania oftt 
: 


jee 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, Cr. €X. 2999 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 
A. Once I started working with her, 
yes. 
oO. You indicated that you were on 


the same rotation. 

jes Right, on 4A/B. 

Q. Did that mean that the teams worke 
exactly the same schedule at all times? 

A. Pretty well, allowing for 
holidays or days off, yes. | 

Ov Now, aside ero holidays or days 
off of particular members of the teams, did the teams 
work exactly the same Barc ty, 

A. Yes, they did. 

oO” Could you look at the WIN sheets 
for the weeks of March 2nd and March 9th. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Both? 

MR. LABOW: Yes, Mr. Commissioner, 


both 4A and 4B. 


CO I am looking at the 4B WIN 
Sheets first. 
we Right. 
Q. Your team was working long nights 


on the 6th of March. 
A. That is Ligne. 


QO: And long nights on the 7th of 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Labow) 
1 
2 March. 
3 A. Right. 
4 0; And long nights on the 8th of 
5 March. 
A. That's right. 
: Q. Bubemot, the 9th onetne 10th of 
d March. 
8 A. That, s right. 
9 Oe But they worked the 1lth and the 
10 12th. : 
11 A. The lth and the 2th. ragudis. 
Ore ‘But not the 13th. 
A. No. 
13 
Dis And would you look at the 4A 
ig WIN sheets, please? 
15 A. Okay. 
16 Ge Mrs. Trayner's team was working 
17 the same five out of those seven nights. 
18 A. That's right. 
19 O% Now, we have heard that you were 
not on in that time period, according to the WIN 
= sheets. 
a ae Right. 
22 QO. We have heard that there were 
23 seven deaths in the period that you were not on betwee 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. exe 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


those dates, you came back on the 16th, is that 


correct? 
A. Right: 
Ore Now, we have heard what the 
Atlanta people referred to as "Suspicious deaths". 
A. Right. 
Oy Now, of those seven apparently 


Six were suspicious deaths, Colleen Warner who died 
early in the morning of the 7th of March; Jordan 
Hines who died early in the morning of the 8th of 


March; Barbara Gionas who died early in the morning 


on the 9th of March; ‘Weeviin Pacsai who died late at 
night on the 12th; Michelle Manojlovich on the 12th; 
and Kristin Inwood early on the 13th. Now, my review 
of the assignment book and the charts indicates that 
Jordan Hines, Michelle Manojlovich and Kristin 
Inwood were all on 4B when they died; and that..Kevin 
Pacsai was in ICU but had transferred from Ward B. 

A. Right. 
Oz When you arrived back on the 16th, 
did the nurses on your team who had been on -- 
A. Yess 
Od Come to you to discuss that large 
number of deaths in such a short period of time? 


A. Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Berl, “Cr. "EX. 3002 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Labow) 
QO. Were they very upset? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who discussed it with you? 


A. Mary Jean Halpenny who would 
be the team leader when I am off. 

Or Is she the only one who discussed 
es ogean you? | 

A. Well, there was discussions from 
other people as well. 

OF Well, what rina. oe discussions 
took place? 

h.  fWelkt, Snel te dieoaaa ten azomree 
Manojlovich was very upset at the death of her child 
and they were really having a difficult time in dealing 
with her. There was a problem with Inwood and the 
digoxin that Inwood had gotten I believe, and that 
Pacsai had died. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You mean the mistaken 
digoxin? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, the drug error. 
And that it was Mary Jean - that had made the error. 
There was also -- she had mentioned that Pacsai had 
arrested on the floor but went to the unit and there 
was something about a potassium level about that 


child. 


ajiolaaeoath I¢ bats aenw > é 
cr 

Th 

aah “said ise) a ‘ctaites en 

Bhid> xen: ao, nfaap stl ah 2agy i . 
pri lesh mr etter’ step ietis: 5 pene) qv 
allt, Bria bonwat Abe ikengoag os 


. 


sate Suna ssvaifsd ft gazzos : 


hanna Si! Ban Liot 17a ae oul oa 


sana he 
i} 

vais olud.,, eis pat Rien i 

s0uxe oft afin bed fads fount “200 ab ins h | 


biit dcede? tail fenokanem E Seht-alie = pale aev. 


srotd bes ttau ent oF) anew add too tS ad tas raat ioe 


Ja03 tnoda Loves iamileoral 6 uate paidsbape, ei fs 
bi ine a 


— 


24 


25 


ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & co.LToO. Bell, cr. eX. 3003 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 


Oe Now, because of these discussions 
did you make further inquiries into these deaths? 

A. No-* Ivdidn" t; 

Q. Did you note, for example, that 
the two nights that these two teams were off no deaths 
occurred? 

A. Nop aMdidn? ts 

OF Did you note that that meant that 
for the five nights that these two teams were on six 
deaths occurred? 

A. No. 

Q. Sole didn’t,occur to you that 
there had been six deaths in five nights that these. 
two teams were working? 

A. No. 

Or Did it occur to anyone else 
that there had been as large number of deaths when 
these two teams were on, but in the period of time they 
were not on there were no deaths? 

® 

A. The concern was that there were 
a number of deaths, and the concern was over one of 
the parents, but no numbers were discussed as to how 
many died in how many days. 

Or Did you think to possibly check 


the assignment book to see where the children were, 
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25 


1 
2 or who was looking after them? 
3 A. Nov siedudnaek. 
4 Or Did anyone to your knowledge? 
5 A. No. 

Oz Did any of your —= any of the 
S nurses who were under you as team leader express any 
i specific concern just regarding that cluster of 
8 deaths in that short period of time? 
9 A. Again, it was Mary Jeanne that 
10 raised the concern about each one of the children > 
11 that I have mentioned, about -.Inwood and Pacsai and 
2 Mrs. Manojlovich. s 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

wg 

20 
21 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Labow) 
O8 Well, aside from specific 


concerns relating to each child and aside from just 
the overall stress question was there a concern with 
all these children dying that maybe something was 
wrong? 

A. There was a concern over their 
deaths. 

Q. I understand that. Was there 
a concern that maybe you should check medications to 
see if there was something wrong with the medications 


they were giving? ee: 


A. No. 

Q. That there was an infection 
going around? 

A. No. 

O° Now, you indicated in your 


previous testimony that this cluster of deaths was 
discussed with Phyllis Trayner and Susan Nelles? 

A. Yes. 

OF Was it discussed with anyone 
else on Trayner's team? 

A. It was discussed with the 
teams, actually, both teams; it wasn*t specific 
just to Susan and Phyllis. 


Q. Did you have a formal or 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell,cr.ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 


informal get together of both teams to discuss it? 

A. It was an informal - I wouldn't 
call it a meeting. There was an expression of 
everyone's concerns about these deaths, anyone who 
was involved wha was working those nights. 

O3 When was that? 

A. It was some time during that 


night but I can't remember. 


Q. During the night of the 16th? 
Ae Yes. 
Q. _ Did you get together at the 


nursing station? 

A. We could have. 

QF Well, do you recall if there 
was a particular spokesperson amongst you, anyone 
who was most upset about this large number of deaths? 

A. No, I think everyone was upset 
by them. 

Oz And was this still just this 


stress situation? 


A. I think so. 
MR. LABOW: I have no further questions}. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, thank you. 


Mr. Tobias? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, ~cr.ex. 3007 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. TOBIAS: 

O. Good afternoon, Mrs. Bell, my 
name is Warren Tobias and I act for the family of 
Jordan Hines. 

I would like to discuss with you just 
for a few moments some of the evidence that you have 
given over the last few days regarding the general 
routine on the wards and the routine particularly 
with respect to team leaders and ordinary nurses 
who were working on the wards. 

I understand that on Monday you 
indicated to Ms. Cronk that it was the usual practice 
that both team leaders, that is, the team leader on 
Ward 4A and on 4B would be aware of which patients 
on the other team leader's ward were the most 
seriously ill. Do I have that evidence correctly? 

A. Yes. 

Os So that you would exchange that 
information I take it usually at the beginning of 
the shift of just shortly after the shift had begun? 

A; Depending on how the night was 
going; it was some time during the night. 

QO All right. Now, as the team 
leader over the long night nursing shift particularly, 


as team leader you were really in charge of nursing 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 3008 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tob ia Ss ) 


activities on that ward were you not? 

A. COErects 

QO So that although the general 
responsibilities were in effect your Ee spend iWeties, 
whereas, an ordinary nurse would have her own 
specifically assigned duties and obligations? 

A. She would have duties specific 
to particular patients. 

Q. But what I'm saying is that 
an ordinary nurse would be responsible for her 
specific assignment? ..~_ 

At Rignt. 

QO. Not for the general administra- 
tion. of nursing care on that floor? 

A. That's right. 

Q. Do I take it from that then 
that as a practical matter that generally the other 
nurses wouldn't necessarily have that same information 
with respect to which patients were the most criticall 
at? 

A. That ‘is: right. 

0: Okay. Now, I don't mean to 
suggest that they would never have that information 
because I would take it that in the ordinary course 


of events you would sometimes through conversation 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 3009 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 


communicate that to them but there was no formal 
procedure whereby you had to make every nurse on 
your team aware of the status of all the patients on 
the ward and sort of rank them in terms of who was 


the most serious and least serious? 


A. Thats right... : 

Q. Do I have that right? 

A. Ta tues elon Gee 

Or All right. Now, you also 


indicated the other day that in terms of doing your 
own rounds that you would receive the report and 
then do your .rounds and then you indicated that 
later on in your shift you might do other rounds, 
but that there was no set time for that? 

A. Thage surrgau. 

0. ADTerLont. «oO that basically. 
you pretty much, if I can use a colloquialism, 
floated. Unless you had.a specific patient to care 
for at a specific time there would be nothing unusual 
about you being in any particular room on your ward? 

A: That's right. 

Q. Because you were overseeing 
the whole operation? 

A. ThaGrsSeLignic. 


OO: Now, I also take it that there 
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would be nothing unusual or untoward about you looking 
in on children on Ward 4A as well? 

A. Toatiser ont. 

O- And by the same token I would 
take it that over the long night nursing shift there 
would be nothing untoward whatsoever about 
Mrs. Trayner looking in on children on Ward 4B? 

A. That's right. 

Q. All right. Now, what kinds of 
things would you do with respect to children on 
Ward 4A when you were just looking in on them? I 
know you have given some evidence for instance with 
Allana Miller that when you entered her room and 
there were no other nurses present, if the cardiac 
monitor went off you would check her vital signs? 

A. That! soright.. 

OF All right. Now, what other 
kinds of things would you do for patients on Ward 4A 
just as a matter of having been there in the course 
of your rounds? 

A. If there was a change in the 
child because the child was spitting up or whatever, 
I would clean up the child or whatever need arose, 
if I did go over to the 4A side I could ask the team 


leader on the other side, you know, how her children 
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were doing, if there was any concerns that she had 
about her kids. 

Q. Well, okay, my point is really 
something a little bit more basic than that. Let's 
say all the child needed was some settling down and 
you happened to. be there at that time, the child 
was restless, the child was upset. 

A. Oh, I see. 

OF The child was crying. There 
would be absolutely nothing unusual whatsoever for 
you to be over on the 4A- side attending to that child, 
to handle the child, to make the child more comfort- 
able? 

A. Thattis right. 

Q. And I take it that that also 
goes in reverse, that there would be nothing unusual 
about Ms. Trayner being on the 4B side doing those . 
very same kinds of functions. Do I have that correctly! 

At Right. 

©. Okay, fine. You also indicated, 
I believe it was on Monday, that you were generally 
in the habit of making your rounds alone. Do you 
know if that was also Ms. Trayner's habit? 

A. i can*twspeakséorlhers< 
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any of the other team leaders? Do you know if they 
generally had other nurses with them when they made 
their rounds ‘or whether they would have done that 
alone? 

A. Il can't.say.for sure,; bution 
nights it would just be the team leader because the 
other nurses would probably be busy with direct 
nursing care. 

©. Well, really, ‘that was my 
next point. I take it that since the other ordinary 
nurses had specific duties that they were obligated 
to discharge and look after, they really didn't have 
time to accompany you on your rounds? 

A. Right. 

OF wLIardagnir..wAnd I take it 
that because that is just a general principle, a 
commonsense principle, basically we would assume 
the same thing would apply over on side 4A. Dol 
have that correctly? 

A. On nights _it would, yes. 

OR Okay, fine. Now, was there 
any requirement that a team leader would have to make 
a formal report of some sort after her rounds? Was 
there some type of form that would be filled out that 


would be specific to what that team leader observed 
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or did on her rounds? 

A. No, but she might informally 
write down if there was any changes or if there was 
a change in a patient's condition you could write 
it down to report it to the doctor or to call the 
doctor but there was nothing formal, no. 

Q. Okay, that would be informal 
and discretionary? 

A. That's right. 

QO. So, there was absolutely no 
requirement whatsoever that you are aware of for a 
team leader to in any way report to her superiors 
or to account for her time or what she was doing on 
her rounds? 

A. Thats ritgnt. 

Q. Okay. And that again I take 
it is because it is obviously a management position 
and a certain amount of discretion goes with that, 
am I correct? 

A. That 2s correct. 

6 Okay. Now, on weekends would 
it be the team leader herself who would make up the 
individual nursing assignments? 

fe It would be on the weekends, 


yes. 
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that? 


A. 


Bell, crsvex. 3014 
(Tobias) 


Okay. And when would she do 


She would make it up pretty 


well after she had gotten report or some. time 


after she had gotten back from her rounds. 


Q. 


All right. Now, here is what 


I am slightly confused about. TLE you were on a 


long night shirt, 


A. 


Q 
A. 
Q 


RigheE.. 
On Saturday night. 
Right. 


You and your team would come 


on, would it be at 7:15 in the evening? 


A. 
Q. 


the morning? 


Q. 


Yes, we start at 7:15. 


Armd you would be-there until 7:15 in 


At least. 


Now, when you came on on that 


Saturday evening was there already assignments that 


had been made up? 
A. 


Q. 


Yes, there was. 


All right. Who made those 


Whoever was in charge on days. 


Okay, and that would be the 
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team leader because the head nurse wouldn't be 
working weekends? 

A. Thativs right. 

Qh. So that what you are really 
saying is that although team leaders made up the 
assignments on weekends. 

A. Right. 

Qy. They wouldn't necessarily be 
making up the assignments for their own team; in 
other words, when you came on at 7:15 on Saturday 
night after you had received the report you would be 
making up the assignments for the long day shift to 
start on the Sunday. Do I have that correctly or 
have I misunderstood? 

A. I am sorry, if I was on long 
nights, if there were any changes that had to be 
made to the assignments, I would make it for the 
long nights. 

655 Yes, I understand that. 

A. And it was generally the team 
leader on days that would make the assignment for 
the night and the next day. 

Ob I see, okay. So that basically 
if you were on long nights you wouldn't actually be 


making up the individual assignments, what you would 


yiites ‘sve oc tan¥ sts & Le ue 


' 7 


end gi shat eaehn>- anon. supine a8 
<abkaae aA 


eee uh 

ed ¥ikinaesasc 2 ‘rbivow yod? 0: A ed 
at dniied avo xtet2 2105 rantibiaes pag) qe ook 
wabtased oO.21tt oa no sea UoY ibthe sebsow atte 


pif Bitiow wey. Ssoues sco Sevtedes Self Bey se72e sipin 


a4 s$ifad Yab piel ans 707 znsanpiees eds qu Enlasm 
uo Ylddecin’ Jatt sued i Of -VRRREE ORF ab Sane 
booseiabrusim I ster 
enti n® div I iv \Yeage me ft «& ; 
ad a+ SdH 2nii2. topasds yas -onew ston 72 ,gidgin 
oe 202 ot S¢fenm Siow t .adasmrpiease eds o7 soem 
ethiper aot 
9489 BABieaebM 1 Sey 0 
mae? ott yilesemey asw'sk BRA 7 
202 Jnomipleg) or? ssghate bluow der) byse no. tebanl 
- oMen wd bos 3dein add 
yiisoiasd sade of eyed vege I & | 
ot tisisas + dbtuow: way, aditpen pAol no stew way il 
Sitow vay Perv vesndmaptais Jaibtyiess edd au onbian 


3016 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO ( Tobias ) 


be doing at thesstart ot voutmocni+t carsualtering the 
plan of assignments that had been made by the nurse 
in charge on the shift prior? 

A. Well, reviewing it and altering 
it as necessary. 

Oe. Okay. Again, .-take it from 
what you have said to Miss Cronk and what ee said 
to Mrs. Costello that that was an area again where 
you had a pretty wide discretion in-terms of changing 
the assignments that had already been prepared? 

ny _ Right. 

Q. Okay. And that would involve 
not only the moving around of the nurses from one 
room to another and the changing of what patients 
they were caring for, but I take it that would also 
have something: jto do with what their specific duties 
were with respect to a patient? 

A. Rignt. 

Q. Okay, fine. How about constant 
nursing care assignments. Did you have any authority 
to assign someone to constant nursing care at the 
start of your shift on weekends? 

A. I would approach the doctor 
and I would be discussing it with the doctor. 


Or Okay. Can you recall now of 
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any attation not necessarily just in our nine-month 
period but any time that you were at the Hospital 
where you would have assigned someone to constant 
nursing care without approaching the doctor? 

A. It could be done if a child's 
condition had changed and there was concern this 
other nurse would stay in the room and then it would 
be discussed with the doctor but he would run into 
the problem that you would run into staffing problems 
obviously and then it would have to be discussed 
further with the supervisor as far as staffing the 
rest of the floor. 

es Well, as I understood 
Ms. Costello's evidence, the obligation to discuss 
it with the nursing supervisor was an obligation 
that only arose when there were staffing problems. 

If you could accomplish the assignment of constant 
nursing care, given the numbers that you had working 
there, you didn't have to discuss it with the nursing 
supervisor. Do I have that correct?. 

ae If you could work the numbers 
right and you could have .the.other children covered 
adequately, yes. 

Q*% All right. Now, let's get back 


to this situation where times constant nursing care is 
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assigned without speaking to the doctor. I take it 
from your previous answer that did happen from time 
to time? 

A. It would,yes. 

QO. Now, would that be a very 
unusual thing, a very rare thing or would it be 
fairly common place? 

A. It would be fairly common 
because the child's condition could change so . 
readily. 

or J RIS TigGhtgabAnd again that is 
part of the discretion that you had to exercise in 
terms of your management obligation? 

A. And the nurse ae the bedside 
as well. 

Os Fine. You also gave evidence 
the other day regarding long breaks for constant 
nursing care nurses. Now, do I take it that when 
you were discussing.that with Ms. Cronk, what you 
were referring to was lunch breaks, dinner breaks, 
coffee breaks, as opposed to someone just having 
to leave the room for three or four minutes? 

A. Yes. 

Oe: Okay. I understood your 


evidence to be, please correct me if I am wrong, 
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that it was the usual and the normal practice over 
a long break for the team leader to relieve that 
nurse? 

A. Pretty well, yes. 

Oke And that there was no formal 
record necessarily kept of that; in other words, 
if I looked at the 4A/B assignment book and made 
a note of what nurses were on constant nursing care 
on any given night, nothing in that record would 
show me who relieved them on that night? 

RK Phat 's fright. 

QO So, that was a pretty informal 
arrangement I take it? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. And the upshot of that would 
also be, and correct me again if I am wrong, that 
with respect to any patient receiving constant 
nursing care, the only person other than the nurse 
assigned to him who would be with him through that 
shift would be the team leader? 

A. It could be but you would 
have to look ati:the staffing again. 

Ox Okay, fine, and that's fair. 
But I take it from what you said before that it was 


the normal thing for the team leader to relieve for 
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long breaks? 

A. On nights, generally it would 
be. 

OF On nights generally, okay. 
So, that was fairly common place? 

A. It was. 

OQ. Okay. So, again, save and 
accept for some of those exceptions: where it may 
have on occasion been someone other than the team 
leader, if we have a patient who is on constant 
nursing care during that shift the only nurses with 
him are either the ordinary nurse assigned to his 
care or the team leader? 

A. Right. 

QO. Okay, fine. Now, would it 
happen from time to time that a team leader relieved 
an ordinary nurse who was on constant nursing care 
and she herself required some relief during the 
' period of that break? 

| A. It could happen, yes. 

Q. Because after all if for 
instance you were relieving one of your nurses who 
were having a lunch break or a dinner break, what 
would happen if your attendance was required else- 


where due to some emergency? I take it that you 
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would just call out to anyone who was handy to 
come in and relieve you? 


A. That's true. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 3022 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias ) 


Q. Now what would you do if no one 
was available to relieve you and you had a situation 
which absolutely required your attention elsewhere? 

A. There were always nurses on the 
floor on long nights, and I can't see that situation 
arising. 

Q. Did the situation ever occur 
where a patient who was assigned constant nursing care 
may have spent a matter of a few moments, two or 
three minutes, without a nurse being in that room? I 
mean did that happen from time to time? 

A. en ep oee it is possible, but 


it is not supposed to. 


0. I understand -- 

A. Because constant nursing care 
means -- 

Q. I know it is not supposed to and 


I understand why it is not supposed to happen, but 
let's deal with the real world and the realities of 
having to care for these patients,.over the course of 
a long night, nursing shift., J think you would. have 
to agree with me that at times that could very well 
have happened? 

A. Poe COULd. 


Q. Okay. Was it something that 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, @C€xs@Xs 3023 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias ) 


would happen again only very, very rarely or would it 
happen quite commonly? 

A. It would happen very, very rarely. 

0. Okay. Fine. 

You also gave evidence the other day 
with respect to the borrowing of drugs between Wards 
4X and B, and I believe your evidence was that no 
formal record was kept. 

Do I have that correctly? 

A. Yes, unless it was a narcotic. 

Q - Okay. "Fine. And that also 
applies, I take it, to drugs that you might have to 


take from another ward. Let's say 7G? 


A. Again unless it was a narcotic, yes. 


Q. So again the arrangement with 
respect to the transferring of drugs back and fonen 
unless it was a strictly contrelled narcotic would be 
fairly informal? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You were supposed to advise the 
team leader that you had taken drugs out of that 
medication cabinet, but if you got busy and forgot to 
it was no great sin? 

A. That would happen. 

Q. Isn't my understanding basically 


correct? 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE aco.tto, BELLI, Cr.-ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 
1 
Z A. That is right. 
3 Q. All right. So that if a team 
4 leader or for that matter an ordinary nurse on Ward 
5 4A were to be seen, for instance, in the medication 
z room of Ward 4B, or vice-versa, I take it that there 
wouldn't be anything unusual about that? 
: | A. No. 
: Q. Okay. I also take it there 
i would be nothing unusual in and of itself for a 4A 
10 nurse to be seen on the ward in 4B or vice-versa? 
il A. That is right. 
12 Q. Okay. Fine. 
3 So again we have to understand that the 
arrangements, the physical division of these two wards, 
* was really a pretty informal thing? 
15 A. Yes, it was. 
16 0. And I also take it - I think it 
17 has been established before this Commission but I just 
18 want to know if you would disagree with me - as we 
19 look at that ward, and we have a diagram on the board 
50 there, it is really not that large a ward, as? DEIN 
terms of the overall distances? 
Fe A. You could say that. 
22 THE COMMISSIONER: That is a relative 
23 term. 
24 sl 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, crsex. 3025 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 


MRS TOBIASS "f Know. Let = put it this 
way: Is it bigger than a breadbox if I could use that 
old one? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I don't know 
what you mean by that. Do you mean that it is not -- 

MR. TOBIAS: Well, let me -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: I wish I had taken 
a tape measure when I went there. 

MR. TOBIAS: Well, I certainly don"t 
want a tape measure, and I am probably the first 


person here who needs glasses. I will try and eyeball 


LEY 
I am going from my own recollection 
which is a little bit shaky. 


Q. But I suppose in terms of the 


gross floor area if you can understand that lawyer's 


terminology, it would not be much bigger in total 
really than maybe twice the size of this room, would it 
A. I have no idea. 
THE COMMISSIONER: The trouble with 
that question is somehow or other I don't know what 
the size of this room is, and certainly the record 
doesn't. 
MR. TOBIAS: Well, if I can be candid 


with you quite frankly I am almost sorry that I asked 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, ¢€r.ex. 3026 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 


the question. I seem to be getting in deeper and 
deeper. I am not sure that it was that important or 
that anything turnsonsit. 

Q. I take it it-is smaller than a 


footballufield@isnit it? 


A. There is a scale on the map, there 


Q. Okay. Well perhaps I will just 
leave it up to the Commissioner to wrestle with that 
scale on one of these long vepkerdeeenat he spends 
here in the city. | 

Now I also understand that there were 
Situations wherein a nurse other than the nurse who 
administered a medication would sign the medication 
treatment record indicating that the medication had 
been given. Do I have that correctly? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. And I also understood 
your evidence yesterday to be to this effect, and I 
am paraphrasing, that in effect Nurse A could give a 
drug but sign Nurse B's name. 

Now I believe your evidence yesterday 
was that that wasn't supposed to happen but it did 
happen from time to time? 

A. Nurse B could sign and Nurse A 


could have given it. 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 3027 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias ) 
Q. Okay. Well, I am really asking 


the opposite question. 

We have got Nurse B responsible for 
giving it and she is supposed to give it. But in fact 
She is busy. She is doing something, so Nurse A does 
her a favour and Nurse A gives it. I understood you 
to be telling us yesterday that when that happened 
oftentimes Nurse A would sign in Nurse B's name? 

A. ‘No, she wouldn't. 

Q. All right. nowsae I have it 
wrong, that isn't what you said yesterday or are you 
telling me -- 4 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, I think what she 
said -- 

MR. TOBIAS: Or are you telling me that 
is not what happened? 

THE WITNESS: Apparently what happened, 
the example we had, is that Nurse B was supposed to 
give it, would pass the task on to Nurse A and then 
would sign her own name, that is Nurse B's name. 

MR. TOBIAS: Okay, fine. 

THE COMMISSIONER: My complaint was 
that that is not the fact, and my respectful view is 
it should not happen. 


MR. TOBIAS: Okay. Fine. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bel ul ’ Cr.€X- ah > . 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 


THE WITNESS: SiRatetserightipert “shouldn' 
MR. TOBIAS: Q@ I would like to go 

back to the other example and ask you this question: 

To your knowledge did it ever happen that one would 


find the administration of a drug in someone else's 


name? 

A. No. 

Q. Without noting, you know, per and 
the initials? 

A. No.. 

Q. So that would never happen as 


far as you know? 

A. As far as I know, no. 

0. And that would mean it would be 
pretty difficult really to administer a drug to someone 
and record on the chart someone else had given it? I 
mean you would have to be clearly breaking a regulation 
in order to do that and you would know that you were 
breaking a regulation that you weren't supposed to? 

A. Right. 


Qe . And your evidence is that didn't 


happen? 
| A. Right. 
Q. At all? 
A. Right. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 3029 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 
Q. Okay. I would aiso like to ask 


you about Baby Perreault, and particularly there has 
been some questions asked of you over the last couple 
of days, and it was the subject of some cross- 
examination with respect to Mary Costello centering 
on the behaviour of Phyllis Trayner. 

Now I don't Tene to belabour the point, 
but I would like to discuss it in more specific terms 
than we have to date rather than ing denevaal tie sy 

I was struck by the Baence you gave 
that with Baby Perreault you came into his room, 
Phyllis was in the rebm! and asked you to come in 
with her; his respirations you said were very shallow, 
and I believe your words were "She wanted someone 
with her". | 

‘a anteniole quite sure that I understand 
what you mean by that or what you make of that. Why 
was it that she wanted someone with her? Was there 
something that she was afraid of or concerned about or 
what did you understand to be her motive for wanting 
you to be there with her? 

A. There was a do not resuscitate 
order written on this child's chart, and basically 
that means not to actively try and intervene with the 


child dying. So what you are trying to do is make 


k aod u 
puree to ont? pea ee ‘ids 
yaa asta ator ite 

enlagaes> ofissaco yak OF sopeponat ah ; 
j en yest acl iyns 36 uel iver 
' Sniety wd te0defed of tne¥ fant Two . 
easet sivisecn o150 uo! J2-aepoekd oF oaET — t ov 
-eeidiieox sense nmi omsid rarest. avubs oe avn oe Soats 


evep oY sonebive eit qd Aptate aew ot 
eos. @id oonl emso voy J lunged ydad ddiw sede 
| od seo oF oY Oster Ons mags ait ay esw aki byes 
.wotierte viet s04 wine toy ono Secleene lak (tod Asiw 
endedee batiaw «wia® sao" xb¥iow ‘ssoy oveticd I Bas 
“tan Gade 

beaversbas, I 2000 save oslip Im me 
vit odRMe DOr pele’ vay asi ww Jed? Ye mean vey 2 GxW 
sisdy eal Sed dstw stoamce HStaew ode Jade Ji asw 
2S tyods bersaxnos vo lo bisitis env ete terns Poissemoc 
ontsasw 40% evisem worl od oF bnetetsbauw woy bIb oadw 
exe agiw etait ed o> toy 

atedicevees gon ob s caw stadt A 
qitsoteed Sas .tzade a blim. eins oo nsdtiaw tobe 
ord dete ‘enovsegal. bos yas Yhevizse) oF Jon encom dont 
eden at ob of peiysd ete woe dodwoe -aarywb Elins 


Line Rey 


= = 


ie 


‘COR9T 


24 


25 


Se EEeEoEooeooEEeEoeoooeoooaoaoEoooeoooooouaoaEoEouoaoaoaoaeeeeee eee 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.exX. 3030 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 


the child as comfortable as you possibly can, and it 
is very difficult I think for anybody and nurses in 
particular), tosjust hold on to -avchild. andinot 
actively do anything. But on the other hand you have 
to make the child as comfortable as you possibly can 


and I think that is very hard to face that. 


Q. Yes. 
A. It is just that.-- 
0. Are you telling me that is why 


she needed company? 

A. ii think she needed support of 
somebody with her. Ts very hard to let a child 
die in your nee 

Q. Ald ornight. 

A. Now I think if you had a friend 
nearby you would ask them to be with you. 

0. All right. I think I can under- 
stand what you are saying. 

Aren't you really saying that it wasn't 
that she needed you there in order to render nursing 
care for any specific nursing function, but what she 
required was someone to share with her the burden of 
that emotional trauma? Isn't that really what you 
are saying, to share the experience with her and make 
it perhaps less burdensome rather than be alone while 


that was going on? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. meee 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 


Now is that what you are telling me? 

A. I guess to share it. I wouldn't 
call it a burden. 

Q. AltT*right. Well, I apologize for 
my choice of words, but I think we understand the 
CONCeDRE.. 

Now was that something you saw 
exhibited by Phyllis Trayner very often? 

A. Te chink == | 

Q. We know it happened with respect 
to Baby Perreault. You gave evidence to that fact. 
Can you think of othel Me mee when that happened when 
she just wanted someone to be there with her when she 
was handling a dying baby? 

A. This is the only occurrence that 
I was with her when a child was dying and there was a 
do not resuscitate written. 

0. Al?’ rignt.-— > Cironkethatcense a 
fair answer. 

My question is do you have any knowledge 
that this behaviour was exhibited at other times with 
respect to maybe the request that other nurses be 
there with her? 

A. No, I know of no other times. 


Q. Okay. Fine. Now can you think 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, ¢cr.ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 


of any other time that another nurse made a similar 
request in similar circumstances specifically of you? 
A. Not specifically of me, but I 
know that it has occurred. 
0. All rightwe Soitheranswer *to 
that question is that you have heard of other 
situations where nurses other than Phyllis asked 


other nurses to: be with them at times like that? 


A. Yes. 

0. Is that correct? 

A Yes. | 

0. No you also said, and this 


appears, Mr. Commissioner - I want to be careful about 
the wording here - at Volume 98, page 2216, you were 
talking with Miss Cronk - it actually starts a 2225, 
Mr. Commissioner, line 18 - regarding some of the, us 
won't say complaints, some of the observations that 
were made by other nurses regarding Phyllis' behaviour 
aad their concerns with it, and you said: 

"Our conern was amongst my team 
members that her reaction to the number 
of deaths and the arrests were 
slightly different than ours in that 
she sought more attention than we did 


and. it*awas.thard ‘for «usito "deal ‘with ‘it 


| fo : pan en to eh Load 408 


me 7 | 
. A Jmewres ete oe tele A . oe ie he 


i sims aphid 


7 - 


* 
defdé fe Mises! ovat Woy “sed, aL oud. si 


Beaest afiivds artic saise asexeh srsbie waatvaasts 
oad efi eomis 24 oes few oc od ssextin eile 


25% A. 

Sieee707 add e2 2 

ae & 
ehd@? Ema .biae ele vote wen | 
suods.iuzexgo od of. cnev ¢ - sonoleseie ~x4' 22seqde 


exe coe .0L65 ope .80 amploit ap ~- etkd padstow one 


{8218S 20 otcage -Giberise +1 - AnoxO zeit ‘daiw patties 
i ..oee 26 see palfiidgan - f!. snil \aenhtazianso «2M 


330 amolgaexmeds si: io smi .egaiaionos yas J‘nav 


swolveted ‘aliivds paibaepss «sean 970 Ye shan sew 


shies gov. Box .7i olw anasonos tiet? One 
nes \ Jabnons ev azsnay um" 


| teduwwe ad? ot nelsvem,, tod sacd erartmen 


exew ataeten pitt bor altaokh ic 


tedg al sxvo aadz YnowethiD ylinpite 


bth, uf, AAs NOLINeNse enom sHaLon ee 
+i “dalw fneb of eg sok hued ow t) bee 


SSS ——————————————————————— SSS 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 3033 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


And then later 


"But she", 


and 


(Tobias) 


"in the same manner. We would discuss 

things right after the arrests and 

perhaps go over things and things 

that we could have corrected or 

whatever, that we felt that Phyllis 

would “go on’ and”on about 12” 

on down the page at line 14 you said, 

you were referring to Phyllis Trayner: 
"ee. was louder than the rest 

of her team members who were on for 

the same arrests. 

"MS. CRONK: Q When you say louder, 
Ms. Bell, I take it from what you have 
Said that one of the things that Ms. 
Trayner was doing as a result of her 
concern with respect to these arrests 
and the increased number of arrests 
was talking about the arrests themselves 

"A That's right. 

*¢. Would I be fair in assuming that 
that that was certainly a matter of 
discussion amongst the other nurses 
as well? 

"A Yes, definitely. 


"0. Was it then a case where Phyllis 
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"Trayner appeared to be talking about 
them more frequently than the other 
nurses? 

"A Yes, she was." 

Now first of all you have used several 
expressions there, and Mary Costello as well used the 
same word, the word "reassurance". 

Can you tell me what you mean specifi- 

cally by "reassurance"? What kind ee ieceee nice 
would she need? What were the things she needed said 
to her to make her feel better about this increase 
in mortality? 

A. Well, I think it was reassurance 
that we all sought but shemees I said here, she asked 
for them louder than the rest of us. Just going over 
the arrests, what had gone on during the arrests, if 
there was anythingthat we could do ourselves to improv 
our work, our nursing skills sort of before or during 
and after the arrests. How to deal with them after- 
wards, how to deal with parents afterwards. 

0. Well, do you mean, and please 
correct me if I am wrong, because I am trying very 
hard to understand the state of mind at this time, 
that what she was really looking for by way of 


reassurance was some sort of judgment from her peers 


7: : _ P 
tiveipit hake. oval gov 4 x ete cea’ of: 


$09 atu chew uo ol lsae6or vant Bae vetbita envin’ 
nngsuaands” Below stb lien ois 


“2Ripeas Geet vay Ist on Lids voy hed 


asawressncs to Anix tact “S*egaskbeees” va yiiao 


bica febaen eit dpauit ais scow dad 1tbesm ate bipow 


egkeyde) aid! tucis. 162456 pei’ 15! aXe of ert oo 


tysziagzog 5h 

poaesceace®y cow gi Aelia t . i tow A 
betes of@ ,atet (isnt ce ota sud eepues ‘Lis. ew 9BAS 
servo @etee 260% au 30 tac% ond aaa zabed npit? 105 
J) ..23eetae oe euicut so ono bad gedy ,etdeTIs org 
Veiga ov asviaania ob vivo ow serdentdsyne ace sx9dt 
griwuh x e2e%ed So ax02 allide pr) axa auc (tow Tes 
—tedis aside ditw inek of WOR. .ataputs st 197% Snes 
,aBeewretts oineese daiv Ineb ot wor ,ebraw 

sanig bas tte ey ob. tto = 
yao, gniyss tis 7 sevens .pgotw me ft ti sm soatt69 
,amtd erat 38 Snim Ro eters ot Dredershou of pred 
0 yew yd tol peltoet gitesy enw sic tedw vans 
e12aq ted some? soemghut Bo. t29¢ sto. 25W SUnAXPesE97 


24 


25 


3035 


ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Beli. cr .ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 


and from her superiors that she had done everything 
she could in order to prevent the death. There was 
no fault on her part; there was nothing more that 
could have been done. 

Is that the kind of thing you mean 
when you talk about her needing reassurance? 

A. I believe it is. 

Q. Okay se AnGh. think your point: is 
then that she was more vocal in seeking that 
reassurance and she needed the reassurance more 
frequently and oes often? 

A. vees 
j Q. All right. Now you also used 
the phrase “she would go on and on about it". 

Now I am sorry, I don't mean to 
attribute to you any intention because after all I 
can omly read your words; I can't get inside your 
head and understand what your thought processes are, 
but I detect avlitelée; batt ofiirritation anvthe™ use 
of those words, "go on and on about it". 

May I ask you this: Do you mean by 
that that Phyllis somehow seemed unusually preoccupied 
with the subject? Is that a fair statement? 

A. Notes don't. think itis. 


Q. All right. Well, didn't you mean 
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to convey, and please tell me whether you did or not, 
about using the words "go on and on", that you felt tha 
she was continuing to discuss it after the thing had 
really been thoroughly thought out and the discussions 
appropriately would have been at an end? It was a 
spectre that she kept raising? Is that what you were 
trying to convey? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. Okay. Well, I suggest to you, 
and I would like you to either agree or disagree with 
me, and if you disagree, tell me the reason 
why, I suggest to oul ETA really what that means 
she was somehow preoccupied with it. Because she 
didn't want - or I shouldn't say "didn't want" - she 
appears to have not been able to let the subject rest, 
to come to its natural conclusion. 

Isn't that really what you are saying? 

A Or perhaps that she didn't get the 
reassurance - that we didn't give her the reassurance 
that she needed. She would have to go to other 
sources. 

Q. Okay. But you agree with me 
that the need for that reassurance stemmed from some 
type of preoccupation with it? 

A. Oh, I guess if you have a 
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Q. You are preoccupied with it, it 
is on your mind and you keep asking people about it? 
Agreed? 

A. Agreed. 

Q. Okay. Fine. Now this idea of 
her needing reassurance, I take it from my reading of 
your evidence, and from my reading of what other 
witnesses said at the preliminary inquiry, and 


particularly from my reading ofMiss Costello's 


_ evidence, that the reassurance was really a personal 


thing. 

Phyllis Trayner needed reassurance 
about Phyllis Trayner as opposed to Phyllis Trayner 
needing reassurance with respect to her team, the 
other members of her team. Is that a fair assessment? 

A. I don't know if I can answer 
that.“ I°tnhink it would be a fair question for Phyllis. 

Q. Well, okay. I think probably 
you are right, but you must have some knowledge of 
the manner in which she sought out this reassurance. 
Did you ever hea®’ her asking for it? Did you ever 


hear her discussing it with any of the cardiologists 


or the nurses? 
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I think I said before that she did 
discuss it with cardiologists and I have overheard 
her speaking with cardiologists. 

Q. So you have some knowledge of the 
kind of conversations that would have gone on at 
these times, some rudimentary knowledge. 

A. Yes. 

Qi Now, uSing that knowledge in 
terms of the contents of what was discussed, what 
was your impression, was she seis de reassurance for 
her team members as a team, for a group of 
professionals: or for ier personally? 

A. i'msorny, Wiican’ t answer ithat. 

Qi. Is that because you just were not 
able to forn an opinion from your own personal 
knowledge as to what she was trying to do, or is 
that because it has been so long now that you can't 
recall. 

A. [Rimagine sit ersitatbiteor yboth, 
but in my -- not being able to as well deal with 
the stress perhaps the way I should have, how can I 
evaluate Phyllis'? 

OF Did Phyllis Trayner ever discuss 
with you personally this need for reassurance, did she 


ever come to you asking for reassurance? 
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A. It was a discussion about the 


arrests, but no, not coming to me and saying I need 


reassurance. 

©. May I take it that you were 
friends? 

A. Yes. 

O% Socially? 

A. Yes. 

Oe You certainty Rad these things 


in common professionally, you were both members of the 
same profession? 

A. Yes. 

Q% Working on virtually identical 
wards in the same hospital. 

A. Rigut. 

Q. And are you suggesting that 
throughout that period of time, throughout the whole 
nine month period, or even any time thereafter that you 
and Phyllis did not have specific discussions wherein 
she asked you your opinion about whether she had any 
personal responsibility for what was going on? 

A. It was discussed on the ward, 
and again it would generally be discussed afterwards 
that she would try and discuss it, but I was not the 


type of person that would encourage it. 
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No, but by the same token I 


take it, and correct me if I am wrong, you were good 


friends, you wouldn't shut her off if she tried to talk 


to you about it? 
A. 


things as well. 


Q. . 


But I had to deal with these 


I recognize that, but just answer 


my question, would you refuse to listen to her if she 


as.a friend came to you and confided in you and wanted 


to discuss with you what was going on? 


A. 
to discuss things 
Q. 


time did you ever 


She never came to me and wanted 


specifically that were going on, no. 


So your evidence is that at no 


Sit down and have a personal 


woman to woman discussion with her about the increased 


mortality and her 
A. 
Q. 


the ward. I take 


on the ward you are referring 


specific role with 
That as reoght. 
Now, you 


it when you 


you were personally privy to. 


A. 
Q. 
the ones that you 


at, were you from 


That 'socorrect. 


Now, 


were personally privy 


respect: to that? 


Say it was discussed on 
say it was discussed 


to discussions which 


from those specific discussions, 


to and were 


those discussions, or are you from 
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your recollection of those discussions able to help 
me at all about whether her concern seemed to center 
on the team as a unit or herself personally? 

A. It would be a discussion about 
the deaths, so I couldn't say it was hers or her 
teams, no, I can't. 

Orn You also indicated in your 
evidence yesterday that with respect to Jordan Hanes 
you were not on duty and you came back on duty on 
March 16th, do I have that oie ocr tee 

A. Yes, that's Bight. 

Q. ‘ana I believe your evidence was 
that you recalled learning about the death on the 16th. 

iA; Yes. 

Q. And that what you had heard on 
the 16th was that there was some concern with respect 
to that particular child because of the fact that 
he had a normal heart, and because of the fact that 
perhaps he was a SIDS death. 

A. Thatseright. 

On I believe Ms. Cronk asked you 
where you may have heard that, and you said possibly 
from Mary Jean - -Halpenny, but you couldn't be sure 
of that. It might have been someone else. 


A. Thats right. 
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6 Is that a particularly sharp and 


clear recollection in your mind now some three years 
later? 

THE COMMISSIONER: It obviously 
wasn't sharp as to who it was, but you are talking 
about whether the fact that the child died of SIDS 
was sharp, is that it? 

MR. TOBIAS: My point really is, Mr. 
Commissioner, I mean clearly from the evidence itself 
it wasn't in sharp in terms of the details. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No. 

MR. TOBIAS: But perhaps I can ask 
the question more directly this way: 

QO. Are you sure in terms of your 
recollection of the timing, are you sure that it was 
right when you came back on March 16th that you heard 
the discussion about the possibility of Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome, could it have been later? 

A. It could have been, I can't 
pinpoint a date, no. 

0. In fact I would like to suggest 
to you that it is possible it could have been much 
Later. 

A. rem sOrry, 2 can. t pinpoint the 


date now. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 

| 
| 1 
; 2 Gy Did you discuss the cause of 
3 death in Jordan Hines with respect to any of the 

4 cardiologists who were working on the ward at that 
time? 
! 5 
| A. NO; 16. aie. 
i 6 
O- Are you aware of what the state 
7 of knowledge of those cardiologists were with respect 

8 to the cause of death of Jordan Hines? 
9 A. Was I aware of what the cardio- 

j 2? 

10 logists knew? 
| O¢ Yes. 

11 i 
| A. No. 
| 12 

Ox And that is obviously because you 


= 
—s 
LoS) 


didn't speak to them. 
14 ae 


Right. 

| 15 Q: I can tell you, and I ask you to 
{ 16 just accept, I can read you from the transcript if 
: 7 I have to but I think we can save a lot of time if I 
| ‘3 am allowed to paraphrase; that Dr. Fowler's evidence 
; when he was here is that he really didn't even consider 
| ” Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, and really had no 

20 knowledge of it until a meeting that he had with 
i 21 the Hines to discuss the child's death in July of 
j Ze 1981 when he had to review the entire case 
; 23 and look at rhe hospital records. 
i : 

25 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Is it fair to ask 
Mrs. Bell to second guess the cardiologist? 

MR. TOBIAS: Clearly not, I am not 
going to ask her to second guess it at all. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 

MR. TOBIAS: What I intend to do, Mr. 
Commissioner, is put that evidence to Ms.Bell in order 
to make her aware of when they first. found out about 
it, in order to assist her in refreshing her memory 
of perhaps whether or not it might have been considerabl 
later than March 16th when she heard about it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 

MR. TOBIAS: That is my only point. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 

QO. Now, the evidence of Vera Rose 
as well was that none of the cardiologists who got 
together on the Monday morning to discuss the death of 
Jordan Hines even considered or entertained the question 
of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, and she didn't consider 
it until she had received the pathology report which 
Dr. Becker in turn told us was not prepared and ready 
for distribution until March 25th, 1981. The general 
tenor of that evidence about them not knowing until 
some time after the pathology report was released was 


again confirmed by Dr. Rowe. 


y i Rly ye “gen ns t ree Bd us . 
| on ‘inven tf zooit Be 
; 7 aa ne 


(enets LEE aay sveely 


(ah «eb or bosact 2 Seri! | 
eabae ni iise.ae of sonsbive soit ain : 
sitio aye Diaict Jetitvons aati 20 eaves = : oo 
yretem coc onifzes? oF nk gent ‘Ssereen 09 aed as 
Pde sS.ENe3 @Qeed overt soheiua 24 fon aR Bn ee 
ied goods Miso 96e/ 0am ins seas ages se76l 

gotsts LAA ang naeelined er 

| Aeteg elac yo |at Ta : ALON Seat: 

| agin ifs eet : St t SOLAS aur. 

| ace Bre 16 Banaheve coe wens «2 
| sop ed epetgetouizes off ae agon zad2 esv Llew a6 
| +6 tganb wit eaupedh oF 9210700 +~ebior edt 98 tarigeyes 
| cottage add bantasietae 7#o BSxabsR o> revs enti asbact 
Leathe 2ahkh eae Bkw semonnays died. snabar debben 20 | at 


{ 


‘in gule Seder qpotodesg eat hevigoes bad one Ligau 31 in 
i 
noe tn Gating som han ay lod smut at BIRAS - 0 a 
tavenan. od?  .L68f: aes past ara om |. 
Ling pregwnns roy ats Cae ia dads 2G zsNet 7 
ie : ; AY 
dan pilinalen aim Siaaa ot, epi aot | 
a4 ; y P 
E2300 “ise ¥ 
i oe 
ef 


Vitae! 


oe 


3045 


fy ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, Cr .6ex. 
SZ TORONTO. ONTARIO (Tobias) 
1 
“ Now, against the background of that 
3 evidence, does that help you at all recall whether or 
4 not it might indeed have been considerably later than 
5 March 16th, 1981 when you first heard Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome mentioned in connection with Jordan 
: Hines? 
7 
A. I can't place a date, no. 
8 QO. So you are just not sure at all, 
9 you don't recall one way or the other? 
10 BS No, I can't. | 
11 Os Okay, fine. Since you don't know 
2 who told you, you would have no knowledge whatsoever 
1B about their state of information ,or what 
that information was based upon. 
ie A. Thatetsorighit. 
15 0. Obviously. 
16 A. Obviously. 
17 QO. And even if you did know who it 
18 was who told you, since you were not there when they 
19 were told you would have even less information about 
their state of knowledge. 
3 A. Thal ws srigar . 
2 0. And what it really comes down to, 
22 and I am not being critical of you in any way, but 
23 what it really comes down to is a question of corridor 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr. GxX- 3046 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 
scuttlebutt. 
A. Pardon? 
oF Corridor scuttlebutt,just what 


is exchanged between the staff, or did you hear there 
was a possibility that this one died from that and that 
one died from this, or did you hear that, you really 
don't have very much personal knowledge about the 
cause of the child's death, do you? 

A. I never claimed that Bice fs igo DA 

Q. Okay, fine. | 

With respect to the reaction of the 
nurses on 4B to the ae ot? of Jordan Hines, do you 
recall at all what the reaction of Meredith 
Frise was? 

A. No; 0 Can oc. 

O. Let's talk about someone who 
was actually on the team. Do you recall at all what 
the reaction of Susan Reaper was? 

A. No. 

OF Did you discuss the death of 
Jordan Hines with her at any time? 

A. I could have, but I don't know. 

O. And what about Miss Brownless, did 
you discuss it with her? 


A. Janet Brownless was not on my team 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell; cr. Cx. 3047 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 


0. No, I recognize that, she was 
on the 4A team. I won't ask you if you had opportunity 
but did you in fact discuss it with her? 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. So you wouldn't recall her 
reaction as well. I am somewhat surprised at this, 

I have examined this morning the medical chart of 
Jordan Hines which is Exhibit 103; and I have also 
examined the ward assignment book for Ward 4B. It 
appears really that other than Betas ain at the 
arrest Mary Jean Halpenny had no contact with Jordan 
Hines whatsoever, eee eG aware of that? 

A. No, I wouldn't be. 

QO. And yet you recall specifically 
discussing it with Tek. eee are you Sure it was 
Halpenny that you discussed it with? 

A. I said I wasn't sure, I don't know 
if it was her, she comes to mind. 

0. Why does she come to mind in 
RN Sy cieye 

A. I don't know, perhaps because she 
was team leader while I was off. 

Os Your evidence on February 7th, 
1984 I believe you said, and this exchange appears, 


Mr. Commissioner, in Volume 99 at page 2296. 
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i 
é THE COMMISSIONER: Volume 99 at what 
5 page? | 
4 MR. TOBIAS: Page 2296. 
5 QO. Ms. Cronk at line 6: 
"Well, may we take the children then 
: one by one." 
: And then she goes on to tell you that she is going to 
8 deal with Jordan Hines. Her question was: 
9 "Did Miss Halpenny or Mrs. Trayner that 
10 evening indicate at any time to you 
11 that there was a concern particularly 
2 Sead the death of Jordan Hines? 
A. I believe there was a concern that 
. essentially the heart was normal, there 
Se was a concern that death was due to 
15 SIDS. 
16 On Do you recall being made aware 
17 of a particular concern regarding that 
18 child's death amongst the 4B.nurses, 
19 your own nurses? 
A. I believe that child.died on 4B. 
is QO. That is correct. 
oie A. So the concern did come from 
22 Mary Jean. 
Z5 OQ: From anyone else on 4B? 
24 
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STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr. ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO ( Tobias ) 


A. There could have been but I 
distinctly remember Mary Jean being 
upset by it." 

Your evidence on the 7th was that you were pretty sure 

at that time that it was Mary Jean. Now, again I 

ask you, are you sure of that today in light of what 

I have told you of how little contact she had with 

the Hines baby? 

Pie She comes to mind when we are 
talking about Jordan Hines. 

Of wnerqeneral tenor of your 
evidence was that she in particular was very upset? 

A. Yes. 

O: Do you find anything unusual about 
that at all, that she was so upset about a baby that 
she had virtually no contact with whatsoever? 

A. No, i don’t think so. 

: Qe As a general matter, having had 
no contact, and when I say no contact let me be 

fair, what my research indicates is that at no time 

was she assigned to him. Now, that doesn't mean that 
she didn't go in occasionally and perform various 
functions for the baby, but she was not specifically 
assigned to him. She makes no recordings whatsoever in 


his progress notes and she administers no medication 
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SS "TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 3050 
1 
2 to him and her name does not appear anywhere on the 
3 flow sheet. In that situation would she really have 
4 very much knowledge of that baby's condition at the 
5 time he was admitted? 
A. I believe she was on those 
: : nights so she would have contact with him and the 
, death. 
8 Qs So even though she was not 
9 particularly responsible for him she would know that 
10 basically he was stable and not eygected to die? 
11 A. Zt don't know what she would have 
we known, but she would have known of his condition. 
Q3 Let us shorten it by getting to 
. this question. Did she tell you if there was anything 
u other than the fact that he had a normal heart that 
15 she found upsetting about his death; did she say 
16 anything to you about the manner of his death; the 
17 way he died and the efforts that were made to save 
18 him; did she say anything about that at all which 
19 would indicate to you why she was so upset? 
A. She was upset inthe fact that 
20 


he had died and that they had found a normal heart 
and again that it could be connected with SIDS. 
MR. TOBIAS: Mr. Commissioner, I only 


have one more area to cover and I can probably cover 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE &co.LTO. Bell, cr. eX.~ 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias) 


it in about 90 seconds. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 

MR. TOBIAS: And it might be convenient 
for me to finish, 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, let's 
take that 90 seconds. 

MR. TOBIAS: Perhaps I could do that 
prior to the break, but don't hold me to that, Mr. 
Commissioner, because I lie sometimes, but never 
invdreees eer 

THE COMMISSIONER: We all lie, but I 
think you are less Teeies to lie if it is immediately 
after you have said that and I 
to think about it. 


MR. TOBIAS: Yes, this is true, 


‘especially if you look at your watch enough times, 


I am.likely to be very accurate with my time estimate. 
Oz I would like to speak to you for 

just a minute about the meeting at Liz 

Radojewski's house on March 23rd, and I apologize. 


I know it has probably been covered at this point ad 


7 


nauseum. I would like to give you an opportunity 
to tell me directly what you interpreted to be the 
meaning of some of the things said at that meeting 


and what was in your mind when you left that meeting. 


- i , -— ° 
e*dal .gnpis CLA. sARACTSR RMS? 
at 7 


v 1s 
dads ob bleod DP egamsh 7 se 
it. teas. od oa) Biot 4” * top) a0 


YeVon: tud zamistamon’ oftrd » 


Y sud sil tls aW- “<SGNGLe aire 


ylotei& WEL AL Sh Te eit: ‘Wee taal 


WIL yliatomqas 


,2amnis ions s19 564 00 f; oe 


' 


esutiltsss amis. yn: Hein 230mg ph +e bd =e yiskil ms r 
“4 = 
"oh noOyY 99 Aewye of sing) Sipe Ww i Si 


: 
cid 26 patjegm a a 


-szipologs I -pnas bites tt 
B6é tdicg eles ce er 

V3 Cres edqgoa: me uov 4 

sia, ad ©o2 besjsag 


pa ties of 


patisom sorts a6 | at ato phtascn 


oT ie 


3052 
ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bel; cr. "eX. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Tobias ) 
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Basically what I am interested in is this. You were 
there and a number of other nurses were there. How 
long were you at Liz's house that night? 

A. I believe an hour to an hour and 
a half. 

Oo. So that with respect to the 
things that were discussed, and that Weaue ne strange 
events on Ward 4A and 4B; the fact that the digoxin 
had become a controlled drug, the keys to the narcotics 
cabinet were taken away and other things such as 
that, obviously over the course Of an, hour: ox 


and hour and a half there must have been a pretty 


thorough discussion about those specific concerns. 


A. I wouldn't say thorough, there 
was definitely a discussion. 

On Okay. Was it a discussion in 
which most of the people there, if not all, got an 
opportunity to voice their concerns, they all had 


their say? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE 9 0/51/00 St ae 
(Tobias) 
1 
=/BM/ak 
3 A. I don't think so, there were 
people coming in ‘and out, so, there could be people 
a that didn't voice their concerns. 
: OF: All “Fight? “Ana is 1c true, 
6 I believe you have already indicated in your evidence, 
7 that essentially that was the only topic really 
8 covered was the general concern for why this was 
happening? 
Np Right. 
On And you wanted an explanation 


and you weren't getting that explanation? 
A. Right. 
Ops So, I suggest to you, and 
I am not going to quarrel with you about the defini- 
tion of the word “thorougnr’;, out it is clear that 
it wasn't discussed in three or four minutes just 
at a very vague general level, the people there 
obviously directed their minds to the question. Is 
that fair? 
A. I'm sorry, to what question? 
Q. To the question of why these 
things were happening and what the reasons were? 
A. Right, and the stress that 
was being felt by all these restrictions being placed 


on them. 
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Oe Okay. NOW, eLsIy ct ete true that 
essentially the only concrete thing that came out 
of that meeting other than the fact that certain of 
the nurses were going to the Registered Nurses' 
Association the next day and that there was some 
talk about perhaps getting legal counsel. The only 
thing of substance that really came out was that 
most of you were of the view that you had to support 
each other and stick together through this thing. 

Is that a fair summary? 

A. ; Tedon t chink "so; 10. 

QO. Well, okay. Tell me what you 
understood was meant by the "We'll get through this, 
we have to stick together". What did that specificall 
mean to you, what did that connote? 

A. That because we are nurses we 
can deal with this stress and we can help each other 
somehow deal with the stress. 

O% Okay. In what way help each 
other? 

A. Whatever way we could, you 
know, deemed possible for each person, everybody 
would need something different. 

OF: Well, okay. My point is this 


and I want to be very specific. You. lived 
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through the suspense, they were part of your life, 

I take it, a rather traumatic and major part of your 
life. What specifically, can you give me an example 
of the kind of support you are talking about? What 
kind of support did you require? 

A. The kind of supportthat I was 
looking for at phat ine was to get answers to my 
questions of what had happened, why the Hospital had 
been placing restrictions on us. 

Os All right. 

A. That would have been the kind 
of support I was looking for. 

O. Okay. Did you have any 
appeee atte that evening for what kind of support 
other members of the staff were looking for? 

A. Now 

OF You didn't know, wasn't that 


one of the things that was discussed? 


A. Basically I was there for my 
own needs. 

Q. RidguL, 

A. So, I.can't assess what other 


people, what specifically other people were looking 
for. Certain people were frustrated and openly showed 


their frustration, as has already been said. But 
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everybody had their specific needs and they had 
been there at different times of the day as well. 

OF Well,,all right. Is, it your 
evidence that when you walked out of that meeting 
you had no appreciation whatsoever of the specific 
kinds of support that other people were looking 
for? 

A. Yes. 

OF Okay. Did you give other 
people on the team support, do you think you did, 
did, you. try, to? hey 

A. Ldom tachink fo made va 
conscious effort at it, no. How could I offer 
support for something that I didn't understand. 

Ox. So, you didn't make any efforts 
to help your fellow nurses get through this? 

A. I don’t see how, I could if 1 
didn't understand the situation myself. 

On Well, I'm not asking you if 
you could see whether you could or not, I'm asking 


you whether you did? 


A. No. 
On Did you make any efforts? 
A. No. 


MR. TOBIAS: Okay, those are all 
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my questions, thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
Mr. Brown, you want to examine? 

MR. BROWN: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Does anyone 
else want to cross-examine?. Yours I take it will 
bet short, iS chat Ligne. 

MR. BROWN: No more than 10 minutes, 
Sirus 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Well, I 
will just look ominously in this direction over here 
to the lady sitting on the left. I think we will 
try to get through today if we can. 

So, we will take 15 minutes. 

MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner, if 
F*mignt ‘on that point. = if ‘my friendvis going to be 
10 minutes we will be well into 4 o'clock. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, all right, 
we will be just into 4 o'clock. And you would like 
to go on = but it means bringing this witness back 
and it means delaying us further. I think I would 
like you to try. 

MS. Kitoby: Well, Mr. Commissioner, 
I want to start off by saying I am ready and I am 


prepared for it. 


= ’ 
ver 1! 
ar om wn oc 


ary 7 
: im! 


, (Like any 


e198 devo tigtsoquis aids of, 
iliw ew snide, I tal hie 
tae. sv tk vated. 

a} ugaotaRtmtsS #4 oo ai . lar 
5d»? pabor et brig, swe 3 she el tay 
tates, © out: ttéw | ad Lifw ow soseata oF 


,Bospictm i ae 


atin te (3480 econ: autr ¥ 
eaii Siwaw way beth ineis*e b ofa2 seu ad titw aw 

fied smentiw etrtt patpntud ehasm 3t zit = oot OF 

éioew % anata T° .serndges ey priysfeb eqeupits ‘bri 196 

eee es: voy gAll + 

ec eet Mes ae es 


| 
: 
| 


mk Tt bas yhsos, os (2 yalyes ya #40 3is3a od JHey I 


vi 10} berecets 


3058 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
MSY KITELY: But Mr. Percival took 


a long time, Mr..Hunt did and all the other people 

and I don't want to start my re-examination of this 
witness feeling that I am pressed to finish within 

an eanly hour, particularly having Miss..Cronk who 

has to also examine after me and I think for a half 
hour's delay, which is what it will.amount to, I 

would ask that we be allowed to do the re-examinations 
starting off on Monday morning. I am quite prepared 
to start early on Monday morning if that will assist. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you don't 
want to be under pressure. I didn't say I was 
going_.to put you under pressure, I just really 
wanted to get on with this Commission. We work 
until:4:30 normally anyway, we work later if we can. 
I don't want you to feel that you are being oppressed 
and you obviously do feel that you are being oppressed 
but I don't see why being oppressed is to... 

MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner, I 
estimated 30 to 60 minutes. If I'm starting at 
4°o*Clocke—-= 

THE COMMISSIONER: You can now up 
that a little to frighten me off. 


MS. KITELY: No, I am not upping it, 
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Wirt 
( ts ; 


sir. But if I startrate4) 0 clockeangs don co 
5 o'clock and Miss Cronk has got what she says might 
be an hour or best, depending on what I do, it is 
conceivable we will be here until 6 o'clock, and 
might I remind you we started at 9:30 and it has 
been a long day not only for us but for the witness 
and I would ask you, sir, to consider perhaps 
allowing Mr. Brown to finish and then calling it a 
day straight away. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, yes, yes. 

Mr. Brown, I think you had better 
stretch that 10 minutes a little. Can you find a 
couple of extra questions to ask because clearly I'm 
going to make an enemy for life if I force... 

However, will you make good use of 
the weekend to pare down your questions. 

MS. KITELY: Absolutely. 

THE COMMISSIONER: So that instead 
of a half an hour to an hour it will be 15 minutes to 


a half an hour. How is that for an exchange of 


favours? ban 
MS. KITELY: I will try, how. is that? 
THE COMMISSIONER: All right, you will 
Cry. 


And the same applies to you, Miss Cronk, 
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i'm sorry togsay. 
MS. KITELY: Would you like to start 


at 9:30 on Monday to make up for it? 

THE COMMISSIONER: NO eae Gch at 
particularly want to start at 9:30 because we've 
got a whole week ahead of us. I save my abuse until 
the end of the week. I'm easy to get along with on 
Monday. 

‘MS. KITELY: I will remember that, 
Sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, we 
will take 20 minutes now to 4 o'clock. That doesn't 
mean you can go more than a half an hour. 

---Short recess. 
---Upon resuming. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I want to say 
something to you, Mrs. Bell, that I haven't said 
to date to any of the witnesses. 

Mr. Brown is going to be examining you 
shortly and except for that I'm going to ask you not 
to discuss Ants ease with anyone, with the press, 
with any counsel, that includes Miss Kitely and' 

Miss Cronk, until you come back on Monday morning 
at 10 o'clock to give your evidence. Are you prepared 


to comply with that request? 
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THE WITNESS: I am sorry, to not 
discuss what? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Not to discuss 
your evidence or anything about this case with anyone 


between now and Monday morning at 10 o'clock. 


MS. KITEEY: Mr. Commissioner? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
MS KITELY: iim sorry, 


Mr. Commissioner, could I ask the reason why? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. The reason 
why is that I think this-evidence is of great 
importance. I think it is equally important that 
as we are not able to complete it and as we have to 
go over until 10 o'clock om Monday morning it is 
my view that this witness should not discuss the 
case with anyone. I want the re-examination to 
proceed as it would in an ordinary trial. That is 
part of my discretion, and that is the way I exercise 
cider : 

So, it simply means that you may not 
communicate, or any member of your firm, nor the press, 
nor Miss Cronk, nor any other counsel with this 
witness between now and 10 o'clock on Monday morning. 


MS. KITELY: Not that I'm quarreling’ 


with you, sir, but is this a rule that will be applied 
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to all subsequent witnesses? 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, it is being 
applied only in this instance. I had hoped that we 
would finish the evidence of this witness today. 

We are unable to do it, we have to go over until 
Monday morning. In the meantime, I don't want the 
witness conferring with anyone with respect to her 
evidence. Do you understand? Do you understand 
what I've said? 

MS. KITELY: I understand quite 
clearly what you have said, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. And the 
witness is prepared to comply? Are you not prepared 
to comply? | 

MS .KITELY: Mr. Commissioner, I'm... 

MR. TOBIAS: I'm sorry, Miss Kitely, 
can you speak up. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Because I have 
a simple remedy if you are not prepared to comply. 


MS. KITELY: Yes, I appreciate what 


Ss 


the remedy is, sir. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
Msi. KiTHLY: Might I say that under 
the circumstances we will comply but I find the 


circumstances most peculiar and the restriction 
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on my ability to consult with my own client rather 
unusual and I would not want my consent to be taken 
as to a consent other than today and this particular 
witness. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I heard 
what you had to say but. I also heard that you were 
prepared to comply. 

MS. KITELY: Yes, retuctantly> six. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That means that no 
one will be consulting with this witness over the 
weekend. She will not be giving any interviews, 
she will not be discussing it with any counsel, with 
any person whatsoever and that I understand you have 
agreed to that, have you? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 
The only person that you are allowed to discuss it 
with between then and now is Mr. Brown who is about 
to cross-examine you. 

All right. Now, Mr. Brown, you've 
got a special position. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. BROWN: 

OFF Mrs. Bell, there are just a 
few matters I want to raise with you flowing from 


your cross-examination by Mr. Percival yesterday and 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 
1 
2 
E1l2 today. 
; During the course of that cross- 
examination Mr. Percival asked you whether you had 
) discussed with your nursing and medical colleagues 
6 the subject of mercy killing and euthanasia and I 
7 recall that you said over the course of your career 
8 you have discussed that with them, is that correct? 
9 A. That* s’correcc. 
oO" Mr. Percival was a bit more 
2 particular and he asked you whether or not you can 
Je recall discussing that~ subject with Susan Nelles or 
W2 Phyllis Trayner at any time prior tor March “of 719s1 
13 and I believe he asked you the question twice and 
14 the first time he asked you the question the answer 
15 you gave, which is at Volume 100, page 2773 
16 commencing at around line 14 the question was: 
“Oe Do I take it then that in the 
: course of the year prior to March 1981 
Me from time to time because Phyllis 
19 Trayner and Susan Nelles are two of 
20 your nursing friends that you talked 
21 to them about mercy killings? 
22 A. It is possible, yes." 
93 And then the question was put to you 
a again on page 2775 again starting at approximatély 
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line 14: 


Oe Right... “SO; £ takesi teats east 

you can confirm at least to this 

Commission that prior to March 1981 

Susan Nelles and Phyllis Trayner and 

yourself participated from time to 

time - I am not asking you how 
frequently - in discussions about 
mercy killings? 

A. I would assume that we would." 

Now, your answer to Mr. Percival's 
question was "It is possible, yes." and "I would 
assume that we would." 

Do you have any specific recollection 
whether on any occasion you discussed the topic of 
euthanasia with Susan Nelles? 

A. Didon st Know. 2t ol. recabiad 
specific time that I spoke with her about euthanasia 
but I could have because we did have children in our 
area where we had to deal with 'do not resuscitate' 
orders and as nurses we had to deal with that. 

GO: So, your recollection would 
be that because you had such children on the ward 
the topic may have come up? 


A. That's right, and our ways of 
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dealing with the deaths of children were that such 
orders were in place. 

Q. Well, do you recall when 
you gave evidence at the preliminary inquiry that 
Mr. Cooper asked you certain questions on this 
topic? 

A. I believe he did, yes. 

O; And do you recall him asking 
you whether you did indeed discuss the topic of 
mercy killings with Susan Nelles? Perhaps I could 
turn you then to your evidence of Volume 7 of the 


transcript at the preliminary inquiry. 
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SS TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 
1 
B=3 
BM/PS 2 If you would turn please to page 
3 1651 commencing at the bottom of the page. Mr. 
4 Cooper's language was a bit blunter than what you 
5 have heard so far: 
Oe And are you in favor of mercy 
; killing in terms of snuffing out, dives. 
: A. No. 
8 OO: Were any of the nurses on the 
9 floor that you were aware of in favor 
10 of giving people Pgecerone: Sick people 
11 torsnuts out their lives? 
i A. Not that I know of, no. 
O. Not that you know of. Certainly yo 
i never discussed with Susan Nelles that 
1 it would be a good idea that any patient 
15 be snuffed out, you never discussed 
16 that with her. 
17 A. No. 
18 OQ; No; it is. contrary co an that 
if nurses are trained to do and their whole 
raison da etre, isn t.thatarzognt: 
" A. Tnat<Sseri9g0t. 
21 Oz They are there to make people 
22 better not to injure them, isn't that 
23 true? 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO, LTD. Bell, re. €xX. sue" 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 
A. Yes." 


Does that exchange assist you, Mrs. Bell, in 
recollecting whether you on any specific occasion 
discussed the topic of mercy killing with Susan 
Nelles? 


A. It doesn't. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, re exX.. 3069 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 
(Brown) 


@* During the course of his cross- 
examination Mr. Percival asked you questions about 
a remark which you recall overhearing after the 
death of Justin Cook, a remark that you recall made 
by Susan Nelles to Marie Mandel. Can you recall, 
please, exactly what was the remark that you over- 
heard? | 

A. I'can®t recall exactly, but it 
was to the effect that she used some number, and I 
can't think what number; 6 out of ’ or whatever 
isn't bad, something to that effect. 

Or Do you recall whether she said 
6 out of 7 isn™ a.bad@recoras 

A. She could have. 

Q. Do you recall whether she said 
4 out of 5 is aybad sediar 

A. I am not sure of the specific 
number she .used, but it was a high number; more than 
L Ore. 

O- So she said some sort of number 
with some sort of nights? 

A. Yes. 

©. And she may or may not have made 
an additional comment on that? 


A. Right. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, Té- pe 3070 
TORONTO, ONTARIC (Brown) 


Q. I. take, it it: hasn!titettra 
lasting impression in your mind if you can't recall 


the specific numbers and the specific comment. 


A. That is right. 
Oe Where in fact did you hear this? 
A. I thought it was in our clean 


- utility room, around where the formulas were which 
would be where the linen is. 

Q. And were you in there conducting 
a conversation with Ms. Nelles and Me Mandel? 

A. No, I was just walking through. 
I wasn't axe a ea nee the conversation really. 

Q: na it was in the course of 
walking through that you overheard Ms. Nelles make 
that remark? 

A. That’ siexigh tz 

Q. And when you overheard that remark 
did you stop and turn to her and say, "Susan, that's 


a strange thing to say"? 


A. NO; Glance. 

Q. Did you stop at all? 

A. No. 

OQ. Did you make any comment at all 


to Ms. Nelles? 
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et erence 3071 
(Brown) 
O- You just kept on walking? 
A. Yes, i did. 
Or What was your reaction when you 


heard Ms. Nelles make that comment? 

A. I felt she was very frustrated 
and the tone of her voice was of frustration and I 
took that comment as just sheer frustration and spewing 
out words. No significance particularly to the words 
but more to letting off some of her frustration. 

Ore Well, the tone BE her voice you 


say was one of frustration. Was there a sense of 


satisfaction or achievement in the tone in which she 


said that remark? 


A. No. 

On Was there a sense of frustration? 
A. Yes, definitely. 

@e Was there a sense of disgust? 

A. I don't know. Definitely 


frustration. I guess you could say disgust. I don't 
know. 

Q. Did_you see Ms. Nelles' face 
when she made that remark? 

A. Yes. 


O. And how did she appear to you at 


that time? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, re. exX- 3072 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 
A. She was upset and just the look 
of frustration again. 


O% And after the death of Justin 
Cook earlier that evening I gather you testified 


before that Susan Nelles appeared to be upset. 


A. Yes.. 

Os And indeed you may recall her 
crying? 

A. Yes. 

On And when you walked by that room and 


you overheard Ms. Nelles make that remark, did you 
regard that as a suspicious comment? 

A. NO; median te. 

MR. BROWN: Those are all the questions 
T) Rave, Sir: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. All right, than 
you, Mr. Brown. 

Well, then until 10:00 Monday morning. 

And I remind everyone that by I think 
it is 2:30 on Monday afternoon these lists that you 
want to have. When I remind everyone, I think it is 
only the parents that I have to remind. 

All right. Thank you until Monday 


morning, Mrs. Bell. 


---Whereupon, the hearings were adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
until Monday, February 13th at 10:00 a.m. f 


tmwose 


pcan Of:$ £ Pace - 
9 is G Ul | 
) ane 


i a a. 7 - 


i 


art 
ifvon 
Niu F 


ae 
pa 
t 


| 
Al, 


me 


Wisk 


4 a 


ayy, ' pal 
Ae ha : 
VES ie! . ite 


+e 


LP A 
: iG aa) 
Pitas 
if 


